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Domcftic Happmefs, thou only blifs 

Of Paradife that has funriv'd the Fall ! 

Thou art not known where Pleasure is ador'd* 

That reeh'ng Goddefs with tfie zonelefs walft. 

Forfaking thee, what fhipwreck have we made 

Of honour, dignity, and fair renown I 
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It k a fingular injure which is oftsn 
eetcwakd; tomsrit trocDen, fitft to gi^e 
tbtm a rery defdftive dtucatfibn^ aod 
tlttn to exped from then the moft vaisit^ 
viating purity of condafl^-^td (hraiii tfaem 
in fuch a manner as fhall lay thcat open 
to the moft daxfgjdroaa iaiilta, anrf then 
t^ ceafore: th^n^ fot not proving :itKiltl8&i^ 
Is it not lanreaibnable and vmj^ft^ to^ex- 
prefs difappooiaunent if ow daughters 
Ibould, in their fubfeqneat lives, tufa 
oAit preciieiy that very kind o£ cbasafter 
fov whicb^ic \rauld be evideao to aauofHro* 
judiced by-ilander that the whole kope 
and tenor of tbeif haftroifbion: kid been 
f jftetaaticalLy pt^epariag tbeni i 

Some refle^tiOEtt on thd prefest erroae>- 

OU& iyftemr u^s^here with p»t defbreAce 

f^ibimtMd to fuM«e conficbsraiiMu The 

a 3 Author 



Si INTRODUCTION. 

Author is apprefaenfive that .Qk (hiW (^ 
jiccttfc4 of betraying' tho. Ult^rcfe ofi.h^ 
<ex by laying open their dd£e£h;: but 
furcly, an earncft wi(h to twn their alti^ 
don to objeds calculated to promo^te tbeit 
tme dignity^ 18 not the ofBce of an tnemyi^ 
So to expofe the.weaknefs of the^lapdas^' 
fugged the neceility of internal . insprovfi- : 
xnent, and to point out the tfit^m idf 
eflGoaual defeiice, is not tre^cheiy^t^ut' 
patriotiim* 

. j^ain it may be objeAed to this Uttle 
work^ chat many errors are here bribed 
to women which by no means belong; to 
them €xcltifivefyj and that it fcem^'tq 
cohfme to the fex thofe- faults which 
are common to the fpecies: but this is' 
in forae meaftire unaybida;ble. In fpeal^r 
iBg on the quaKties of one fex, the mt>T9^ 
isibmewhat in the fKuadkm of the Geo- 
grapher, who^ is treating on the nature j^f 
/iwie country :--^the air, foil, s^^d produce 
of the land^whlcb be is defcribing, cmnot 
ftB in maixy: eflentlal points to refemUe 
: ^ tbofc 



INTRODUCTION. XI 

thofe of Other countries uxider the fame 

fAraM"} ^tk is liu bufiqeft to delcaiit 

idfit^e d&^' without a4viening to. the others 

and th<M^gfa^m drawing hi^r map be may 

fea^^A-«b^ itttroduce fome of the neigh'fr 

bourii^ coaft, yet his princijpal attentioo 

•cbfttib^b^'^r^mfioed to that country which 

"he i^^fes^ to dftfcribe, without taking; 

into ae^^buat the refemblmg circumfiaoccs 

W the adja<£ent (hores, : r 

'^ It xnay be alfo objeded that the opinioA 

here fuggefted on the (late of manners 

liming the higher claflEes of our coufitry- 

t^meiiy may feem to «iitrovert the 

^jbfl: encomiums of, modern travellers, 

(Who genisraily concur in/ afcribing ^ ^ 

rldccided fuperiority to iheiJadies of ithis 

^touiitry ' over thofe ' of every other, 

-ikst' fach is the (hite of foreign manners, 

^^lat the comparative prasfe is almofb on 

-tepiry* to ' jE«f/^ women^ To b^ flat. 

^fiered ibr -toceiling thofe whofe itandan) 

"^ €idt@elldnce is very tdw, is Imt a <]e- 

^|;;rSdib2^^^d of eommwdatiom; for .the 

Diri ,:;;;;':-; - :::l> : j^^^,: ^. \.i^x -value 

dloif: 



iteterbe tfctcWh&fea'bfa'dbWjJa 
tiijS %<5rnk^f -^ftier liitiotfs, fturfe'^rvdtk ' 
'1&tifihev^6\m rtlght^beif all riffeVt^leflfs 
and uttriValled opjJortiinities v^ew ^rfced 

Again, it may be ftid;' thit iJw^AdfKor 

than ^h*6r : btit'the office of the -hifto^Jin 
of human ihaftnerS" 'is iWincatibh ratter 
thah paii^gyricV Wefe' the did iil= tfew 
ietilbgiUm and ncyt impifovetodRt, eategiuni 
v^ould hW6 been fir thofe gttitifyfng, lior 
wfeWd ' juft objcfts "for ptaife have been 
dHBctflt to find. » Evtn in hero^iniiiaiited 
Ipherc of ohfef VatSac, the Author u ac- 
quainted with imichf excelteiMJe * m the 
daft of which (he t?^t8->.-t*witb- w*meiv 
t^ho^ po&fling lioarniag: * wfaidir .would 
' be thought e«:tenfive ki the tath&iim-^ fet 
ih e^i^ple c^debp iKiiniiity.tatlMrJtfKi;-:^ 
*z : •' women 
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IMTlBLOX^UCTlOK. XQ^ 

vfha, exoeifittg'.in'tbe five art^ harc-caro* 
fully tsSAchei thdr. underflandiQgs^«T? 
iAtOyts^pyixtg great influe»ce, devote it lo 
thfr glory of God ;-Kwho,- poflTdEng clcr 
.Yfltedrrdbdc, think -their nobleft ftjle ^ad 
tMeiB tinttof a CKrilHan. 

That there is aUb much worth which is 
litric- kiK>wtt, -fhe is perfuaded } for it is 
tlie modeft nature of goodnefs to exert 
itfelf quietly, white a few charaft^f s of 
the oppofite caft feem, by the rumour of 
their ejtploifs,- to lift the world j and by 
their noife to m\ilttply their numbers. 
It often happens that a very fmall party of 
. ptopie, by occupying the fbfe-ground, fo 
feise riie public attention, and moaopoUze 
tbe ^Wic talk, that fhef appear to be 'the 
great body : and a few adive fpirits, pro- 
Tidetf Aeir afttvity take the wrong turn 
a!ld fopport the' wrong canfe, feemtofilf 
ms^ fcene; aedf a fefj" tUftarbers of pnier, 
idn iUive th«. tuleot -^ ^tim exciuqg ? faUe 
.., Or. * idea 



xiv INTRODUCTION* 

'-•X v-fOtl *■ ■■l. - ■■■ . 

idea dfthqir multitudes by their mifchid&, 
tffi^IIy piik fltrtsrigth and fWell thlsii'iitim* 
beh'By tKi-'faUiacioM ' 

" {^But the prcfeht work is no inoi« ihtendedf 
for a panegyric on tliofe purer charaftert 
^Tiofeek not human praife becaufe they a£l 
fifdlil a higher m'cwive, than for a fatire tm 
thfe iiVot;^edly licentious, who, urged by the 
impulfe of the moment, refift nomclination, 
aad; led away by the love of falhion, diflike 
tto cenTure, fo it may fave to refcue them 
fifoih negleft or oblivion. 

'riiere aire, however, multitudes of the 
ydpiftg and the well-difpofed, who have as 
yet taken no decided part, who are juft 
launching on the ocean of life, juft about 
ti> Ibfe their own right convictions, virtu- 
yjy {Ji-eparing to counteradl; their bectcr 
jbropeiiiities, and unreluftantly yielding 
themielves to be carried down the tide irf 
popular praftices, fapguine, thoughtlefs, 
jind confident of fafetyt— To thefe the Air^ 
thor would gently hint, that, when once 
embarked, it will be no longer eafy to fiv 



IKTRODUCTION. XV 

*^ Thus fejfJhallMy^ go>, 5Mad.,^:furjther,*J 
^b^e;ftrttggle« .will;gr<^ fainter^ ^^il^ro' 
|}A^Qe.N^illl:>a€otiie feebler, till borne dowa 
b^ ^^cOfQJ3uence.of example, temptatip^ 
f$.P^}t^» and habit, reilftsmce ajod qppp.i^ 
tjOA will foon be the. only things of whiqjl^ 
they will learn to be afhamed. ^. 

'Should any reader revolt at vrhzt is 
conceived to be unwarranted ftridnefsin 
this little book, let it not be thrown by. la 
diigufl: before the fallowing (hort cQ^ifider-r 
^tion be weighed.-*-rr-If in thisChrifUan 
country we are a^ually beginning to tq* 
gard, the folemn, office of BaptUm^. a/i 
i^erely furnifhing an article to the pari(h 
r^gifter J— if we -are learning from pur 
indefatigable Teachers, to confi4er <J^\)l!^ 
Chndia^n rite ^ a legal ceremony x(^ 
t^i^ed for the fole^i^urpofe of recording 
the ag^ of our children j— then, ind^d, 
th.e prevailing Syftem of Education and 
Ma9|^];$ on which the$s volumes preiume 
to animadvert, may be adopted wkh pro? 
, priety 
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fibular tranfaftion, feeydod > a; liebijrd t^ 
X!SfEpx^ 9xidddJai9 ;?^tE'ik.foe an uliiiMCbn 

Qih} a» bar Faubery to )du$ Cfafill fin' Im^^ 
SatioiMr, aa4 to the Uo^ Spkh^si^ Mr 
S^yftiiilg^^}, if there- ^ •DO' ^k&JakeipemiiS^^ 
affigned tfhen clie cbUgaicictti of fiiHiBii2;g^' 
tfte dutiies n en]o\ti^'ha\}^'het %e]^d«d^ 
-«i4iy bsi^vkg^ oAce>d^k«ted our of^rklgf- 
tdr^hefc Greater, we »6 teftg^r di**'te^ 

rtBcr of Mis^ W» aftd ne^Mt €*' «fe^ 
LdW9j;:r4f> ^f^^ btftiHg dnttited^ ilNWP 

rfo^efy^- fig^ij^ ^e ^ee gMW>eiiteViit«u ^^ 
, of mnk^ffdy we iif«r»» km9eitT^iJteri9ii> 
xchj^. ^tra h7 d^\i^ tH^ .trms^f smicb. 

^ left 



INTRODUCTION. XVU 

Icfe to lead d)em to aft a« if they were ta 
aijwKnp Ji^ftead of faoOiliCy ^4i there <she« 
nHf^;-frif 'A&crtbahriag p1^^ c^t thefy 
ft>ail«r4t)0ttiice the vaaitlies of the xrorld,' vrts 
^/e- 2)0t idtoxBed to -invcdiidate the engage* 
meat ;;-^if after fuch. a covenant we ihotiid 
t»ef4>l?>H> miBtke ^heiS? renounced vaniciesi 
t^,ftiprenieobjeft:of our own putfaifr.or 
o£jfi^ir,iaftru6Uonf*-if all this be really 
fo^ .2hati the Striduras em Modern EdtMia* 
tipn i^.xhe iirft of tbefe volumos, and^o* 
t^{ Habits of poiiihed Life in the leeofid^^ 
^cviii not^be &cund foTepugnant- to trutbi 
aid Y^fon, asd common fenfe, as may 'ca 
a iirfi; -iriew :he AippoTod. '. . 

B^jcif xmsCaadidiy,t(uiniDtng up tbe^fvif 
d^^. t^^ defi^ .a^ fflope of tbe^ n^utbor 
b^iaiply j))4g^* 90t by the cuAons^ or 
opinions of the worldly, (for every Kiigtifll 
fuj^^has anght to objefit to a fufpeded- 
o^frtjudked jnry^ but bfaa appeal to 
thftf divine law which is the/o^Ly iafallible 
ruif!<>f JMdgmoPit ; if on fiicb a& appealftto 
vafivtABStd^principles itaU be found cdaAS^* 

c -^L.r , .■ . • ■ able 



ablefot their rigour," abftird-fri <(Haf^ire< : 
qytfitions, otptcpoftetous In tbdrNredrack I 
tipns, (he will have n^ right to coanpliua of ■- 
fiMth a verdifty becaufe (he vf'dl ^ben ftaod 
condemned by that coart to whofe deciiioa 
fliQ implicitly fubmit8« t ■, !:;;;; 

Let it not be fufpefted that the Author 
arrogantly conceives bet/elf to be exempt 
from that natural corniption of the hbartj 
which it is one chief objeft of this flight 
work to exhibit; that flie fupercilioufly 
crefts herfelf into the impeccable cenfor of 
her fex and of the world ; as if from the 
critic's chair (he were coldly pointing out 
the faults and errors of another order of 
beings, in whofe welfare flie had not that 
Kvely intereft which can only flow from the 
tender and intimate participation of fellow-» 
feeling. 

With a deep felf-abafement arifing from 
a ftrong convidUon of being indeed a par-* 
taker in the fame corrupt nature j together 
wjjth aiull perfuafion of the many and great 
lieleas^ol thefe volumes^ and a fincere con« 

. fciouihefs 
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fciour]ldi^x)f her inability ta do juftice tola! 
fubjeft which, however, a fenfe of duty; ^ 
impelled her to undertake, (he cdmmitd' 
hdrielf to the candour of that Public \(rhki»i 
hasrfo frequently, in her inilance, accepted ~ 
a right intention as a fubftitute for a power** • 
ful peiformance. 

Bath, 
litkreb 14, 1759. 
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Addr^fi to WQrneitt ^ r<ink and fipfuni^ t§ 
the. ^eds (f t^eir *i^Jiuen^m J^^y^rrr 
St^gSJ^(ms for 1^ fixef^tioUr^^iPm^vfiFff 
ous infl^ncesi .„. ;. 

.A^PW ijhe tak^f fer the ajiplicatjpn qf 
ifirtiij^ -P^^aa^ of the hig^ier C;bi^ w)i 
Jbe p^ou^arly accoi^ts^, there is c^g, 
thp ini{>ortfDce of w^h tbe^r qia (f^ariq^ 
rate t^o ^ighlf. This talent \^ jinfiqenci^ 
We,i^ of the ^-ea<<# orator of ^uatiquity^ 
. th^ the "^yk^ jplans which it bad K^}a» 
y^f^s to l7itme> ji woman cfnild ic>7(Bk$ttm 



i ON Ttfe- -fit^ECtS 

itt^a fiilgle day J atea'^Ben 6«ie"'C6fifider» 
the variety of mifchiefs which ^n ill-di^ 
refted Influence has been known to pro^ - 
duce, dtie is led to refleft with tlie mofl: 
fanguine hope on the beneficial eflfefts to- 
be expefted from the fame powerful force 
when exerted in its true dire£Hon. 

The general (late of civilized fociety 
depends more than thofe are aws^re who 
are not accuftopied to fcrutinize into the 
fprings of human aftion, on the prevailing 
ftntlttietits and habits of women, aifd'on 
the nafiire and degree of the eWmation 
in which they ^re held^ Even thofe who 
admit the power of female elegance on 
the manners of men, do not always attend 
to the influence of female principles on 
their chatafter. In the former cafe, in*, 
deed, women are apt to be fufiiciently 
doiifcious of their power, and nol'feack- 
\vitrd In turning it to account. But * theit 
Sre nobler bbjefts to be effiefted -by the 
exertion of their powers, and uiifbrtu- 
niatbly, -ladies, whd-are often u&reafonablfy^ 
Confident where they ought to be difB^rnt, 

arc 



ai^ fonetiines capriciouily diffident ju(^ 
tirlien they ought to £ed where theu: true 
importance lies; and^ feelings to exert 2t> 
To .nfe their boafted power over mankind 
to no higher purpofe than the gratification 
of Tiuuty or the indulgence of pleafure, is 
the degrading triumph of thofe fair Tidims 
to luxury^ caprice, and defpotifm, whom 
the laws and the religion of the voluptuous. 
prophet of Arabia exclude from lights and 
liba'ty, and knowledge ; and it is humbling 
to reflect, that in thofe countries in which 
fondnefs for the mere perfons of women is 
carried to the higheft excefs^ they are 
Jlaves } and that their moral and intel- 
le^al degradation increafes in direft pro- 
portion to the adoraiion which is paid to 
mere external charms* 

But I turn to the bright reverfe of this 
mortifying fcene ; to a country where our 
fex enjoys the bleffings of liberal in- 
ftruftion, of reafonable laws, of a pure 
religion, and all the endearing plea« 
feres of an equal, fixual, virtuous, and 
ddfgjb^ ia^ercoorfe: I torn «dth aa 
^v B 2 earned 



4 OT THE 'IFPECT? 

e^rneft hope, that women, thus richly len- 
dowed with the bounties of Providencey 
will hot centeiit themfelvea with polifbingy 
When they are able to reform ;; with enter- 
taining, u^hen they may awaken j arid with 
captivating for a day, whisn they may bring 
into aftion powers of which the efcfts 'naay 
be commenfurate with eternity* 

In this moment of alarm,. and peril, 
I would call on thfem. wiA a *^ warning 
f* voice," which ftduld ftit up eyerjr 
latent principle in thteir nrftidsj and kindle 
every flunibering energy in thdr hearts j 
I would call on them to come for\vard, 
and coiitribtite their ftill and fair propor- 
tion towards thit feving of their country. 
But I would csdion them to come forward,, 
without departing fi^om the refinement of 
thfeir chara61:er, vl^ifhout derogating from 
the dignity of their rank,, without -blettiifli- 
ing fhe delicacy of :their fex: I '^ould 
call them to the beft and moft apprctpriate 
exertion of their poVer, to r-aife the de- 
j^effed tone of public -morals, and to 
awaken the dro\rify ff3rit:of'religiotis prin- 
ciple. 
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ciple.. They kixow too well ho>v ^- 
bitrarily they give ;he law to manner^, 
and with how ddTpptic a fway they fix 
Ui€ ilanc^ard of faOiion. But this is njDC 
enough; this is a low mark, a prize not 
worthy of their high and holy calKag^ 
Fpr, pg the ufe which women of the iU- 
p/erior x:Iafs jnay now be difpofcd to make 
of that power d^Jeg^ted to them by the 
court^fy of cuflom, by the honeft gallantry 
ixf tihehejrt, by the imperious cpntrpl of 
yj^ritupvis afFgftioiis, by the habits of civlr 
ii^d /lates, by ;Ije, H^gcp pf poliflieij 
facietyi on the ufe, J fay, y^Hch they 
ihall b^ereafter make of this inftuence, will 
depend* Ux no loy degree, the well-being of 
/tbofe ft^es, and the virtue and happine|sy 
nay '{lerhaps the very exiftence^ of tt^jf 
fociety. . 

At this period, when our country ca^ 
,OpJy hope .to ftaQd:bf oppofing ^ bold ai>4 
noble unanimty to tl^e mod: tremendouB 
xi on fed e rades againft religion, and.or^, 
and goYesnments, which the world .ey§r 
B 3 law^ 
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faw ; what an accefliori teould it 'bring to 
the public ftrength, could we prevail on 
beauty, and rank, and talents, and virtue, 
confederating thdr feveral powers, to exert 
themfelves with a patrlotifm at once firm and 
feminine, for the general good ! I am not 
founding an alarm to female warriors^ or 
(exciting female politicians : I hardly krtbw 
which of the two is the moft difgufting 
and unnatural charafter. Propriety is to a 
woman what the great Roman critic fays 
adion is to an orator j it is the firft, the 
fecond, the third requifite. A woman 
jnay be knowing, adive, witty, and amuf* 
ing ; but without propriety fhe cannot be 
amiable. Propriety is the centre in which 
all the fines of duty and of agreeablenefs 
meet. It |s to charafter what proportion 
\s to figure, and grace to attitude. It do& 
not depend on any one perfeftion, but it is 
the refult of general excellence. It fhews 
itfelf by a regular, orderly, undeviating 
courfe ; and never ft arts from its fober 
orbit into any fplendid eccentricities^ j for 

it 



it W^W ,be afhamed of fuch prjufe af 
jt^n^^t extort by any aberrations froni 
its proper path. It renounces all conv 
^endation but what is chara6l:eriftic ; anil 
I .would make it the criterion of true 
Jtafte,., right principle, and genuine feeling, 
ij^ a. wpman, whether fhe would be Id^ 
touched with all the flattery of romantic 
iind exaggerated panegyric than with that 
beautiful pifture of correA and elegant 
propriety, which Milton draws of our firft 
piothe;*, when he delineates 

' ** Thofe thoufand decencies which dally flow 
« From all her words and adions.'* 

. Even the influence of .religion Is to be 
exercifed with difcretion. A female Po- 
lemic wanders nearly as far from the 
limits prefcribed to her fex, as a female 
Macbiavel or warlike Thaleftris. Fierce- 
nefs has made almofl: as few converts as the 
fword, and both are peculiarly ungraceful 
in a female. Even re/igsous violence has 
.j}um$t|i tempers of its own to indulge, 
B 4 and 
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*nd & gratiiyiBg kfilf l^heh it would be 
thought to be ferving God. Let iij^ thb 
bigot place her natural paffions tO;lhe ac* 
count of Chriftianity, ot imagine flie ispiou^ 
when (he is only paffionate. Let her bear in 
inmd that a Chriftian doftrine is always to 
be defended with 1 Ghtiftian fpirit, attdnot 
make herfelf amends by the ftcutnefs of he« 
iorthodoxy for the badnefs of her temper-. 
Many, bbcaufe they defend a religious opi* 
feioh with fetSnacity, feem to fancy that they 
thereby acquire a kind of right to withhold 
the meeknefs and obedience which fliould 
be neceffarily invplved in the principle^ 

But the charafter of a confident Chrif- 
tito' is^.as carefully to be ihaintaiiied, as 
that of a ikry difputant is to be avoided 5 
and file who is afraid to avow her |>rin- 
ciples, or. afbamed to defend them, ^h»l 
little claim to that honorable title. A pr^tj- 
fligate^ who laughs at the hioll faerdd iif-i 
ftitutions, and keeps owt of the way of 
every thmg. which comes under, the -apw 
pearauce of foirmal inftrudaoD, may be di&. 1: 

concerted 
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concerted by the modeft, but fpirited re- 
buke of a delicate woman, whofe life 
adorns the do6hines which her convcr- 
fation defends: but (he who adminifters 
reproof with ill-breedmg, defeats the effefl: 
of her remedy. On the other hand, there 
is a diftoneft way of labouring to con- 
ciliate the favour of a whole company, 
though of charaflrers and principles irre- 
coAciJably oppofite. The words may be 
fo guarded as not to ftiock the believer, 
^hile the eye and voice may be fo accom- 
modated, as not to difcourage the infideL 
She who, With a half eameflnefs, trims 
between the truth and the fiifhion ; who, 
while fhe thinks it creditable to defend the 
caufe of religion, yet does it in a faint 
tone, a ftudied ambiguity of phrafe, and a 
certain expreffion in her countenance, 
which proves that (he is not difpleafed 
with what fhe affefts to cenfure, or that 
flie IS afraid to lofe her reputation for 
wit, in propoYtion as fhe advances her 
credit for piety, injures the caufe more 

than 
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than he who attached it; for ike ptoyes, 
:dther that fhe does not believe what . flb^ 
profeffes^ or that (he does not reverepce 
-what^fear compels her to believe* . But 
this is not ail : flie is called on, nc^ barely 
to reprefs impiety, but to expte, to en- 
courage, and to x:heriih every tendency tp 
feri6ui religion* 

Some of the occafions of contributiiig 
io the general good which are daily pre- 
fenting themfelves to ladies, are almoft 
too minute to be pointed out. Yet of tl^ 
good which right-minded women, anxi- 
oufly watching thefe minute occafions, and 
adroitly feizing them, might accompliib, 
we may form fome idea by the iU-efFeds 
which we aftually fee produced, through 
the mere levity, carelefnefs^ and inatten- 
tion (to fay no worfe) of fome of thofe 
ladies, who are looked up to as flandar^s 
in the fafliionable world, 

I am perfuaded, if many a one, w]ba 
is now di0eminating unintended mifchief* 
under the dangerous notion that . tl^ere 

is 
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16 no harnd in any thing (hort of pofitiine 
irke, ind under the falfe colours of that 
^idolent humility, " What good can / 
'^•^do?" could be brought to fee in 
its collefted force the annual aggregate 
of the random evil flie is daily doing, 
by conftantly throwing a littlf cafual 
weight into the wrong fcale, by mere 
ittconfiderate and unguarded chat, Ihe 
would ftart from her felf-complacent 
(Iream. If (he could conceive how much 
ihe may be diminifliing the good impref- 
fions of young men; and if Ih^ could 
imagine how little amiable levity or irreli- 
gion makes her appear in the eyes of thofe 
who are older and abler, (however loofe 
their own principles may be,) (he would 
correft herfelf in the firft inftance, from 
pure good nature; and in the fecond, from 
worldly prudence and mere felf-love. But 
on how much higher principles would (he 
reftrain herfelf, if ihe habitually took into 
-account the important dodrine of con* 
fequences : and if (b^ rcfle^ed that the 

leffer 
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teffer but more habitual corruptions make 
lip by their number, what they may fcenv 
to come fiiort of by their weight : then- 
perhaps fhe would find that, among the 
higher clafs of women, ineonjideraii&n is 
adding more to th^ daily quantity of 
evil than ahnoft ali other cf^ufes put to-' 
gether. 

There fs an ihflrument of iflconceivablei 
force, when it is employed againft the 
mtereft of Chrifiianity. It is riot reafoning, 
for that may be anfwered ; it is not learn- 
mg, for luckily the infidel is hot feldom 
ignorant ; it is not inveftive, for we leave 
fo C9arfe an engine to the hands of the 
vulgar ; it is not evidence^ Tor happily we 
have that all on dur fide : it is ridicule, 
the moft deadly weapon in the whole 
arfenal of impiety, and which becomes an 
almoft unerring (haft when direfted by 
a fair and faftiionable hfimd. No maxim 
has been more readily adopted, or is more 
itttrinfically falfe, than that which the 
JEafcinating eloquence -of a tioble fceptic of 

the 



the laft age contrived to rendfer £o popular, 
th^t " ridicule is the teft of tru|:h *.''. it is 
no teft of truth itfelf 5 but of their firm- 
nefs who affert the caufe of trulfe^ U,k in- 
<ked ^ fevere teft^ Thk lights keen, mif- 
Ale wi^apon, the irreibiute, unconfiraied 
(ChrKtitn will .find it harder to withftand^ 
dhah the whole heavy artillery of infidelity 
tmked» 

.: A young man of the better fort, having 
juft entered upon the worid,^ ivith a certam 
&are of good diQ}oiitions and right feel* 
tngs» not si^norsffit of the evidences, nor 
deflkuteof tfce principles of Chrrftianity; 
lA^kboM |>af ting With his refpe£l for re- 
ligion, he lets out with the too naturai 
wffh of makittg himf^f a reputation, anci 
of ftandi»g iireH with the fafhionable part 
df the female world. He |>rdferves for a 
time a horror of vice, which makes it ;not 
difficult for him torefift the groffer cor- 
ruptions of fociety J he can as yet repel 
profanesefs f nay,* he can withftand the 

* Lord Sbaftefbury. 

banter 
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banter of a club. He has fenfe i2fiougti»** ^ 
fee through the miferable fallacicfe of thg' ' 
new philofdphy, and fpirit enoiigh 'W' 
cxpofe its malignity. So fet hd doe* 
well, and you are ready to congrtitutete ' 
him on his fecurity. Ydu are miftakeflt^^ 
the principles of the ardent, and bitherle'^ 
promifing adventurer are fhaken, ]uft'4ft~ 
that very foclety where, while he Was 
looking for pleafure, he doubted noD of 
fafety. In the company of certain womeii 
of good fafhion and no ill fame, he makes 
Ihipwreck of his religion* He fees thera 
tfeat with levity or derifK>n fobjeftd which 
he has been ufed to hear named Vsrith 
refpeft. He could coiifate an aYgumettti 
he could unravel a fophiftry-y but ht 
cannot ftand a laugh. A fneer, not at 
the truth of religion, for that perhaps is 
by none of the party difbelieved, but at itdi 
gravity. Its unfeafonableneft, its dulneft, 
puts all his refolutioii to flight. He feels hid 
miftake, and ftruggles to recover his credit j 
in order to which, he adopts the gay afFeft-' 
ation of trymg to feem worfe than he 

really 



tesilfisiiie'-goes on ta fay i (things wh^ 
he.^oiss not believe, aoid to deny things 
which he does beUeve, and ail to efface 
the-firft. hnpreffion, and- to recover a repu- 
tatipDr which he has committed to their 
hands on whofe report he knows he fhafl 
fta^ or fall^ in thofe circles in which he is 
ambitious to (hine. 

That cold compound of irony, irreligion, 
felhihaefs, and fneer, which make up 
what the French (from whom we borww 
the ^hing as well as the word) fo. well 
exprefs by the term perftfiag^^ has of 
late years m24e an incredible progrefi 
in blading .the opening buds of piety in 
<young perfons of fafliion. A cold plea- 
..fantry, a temporary cant word, the jargoa 
of the day (for the " great vulgar" have 
their jargon) blights the firft promife of 
-fcrioufnefs. The ladies of ton have cer- 
tain .waich-words, which maybe detedojl 
u indications of this fpirit. The clergy 
.are fpoken of under the contemptuous. ap- 
pejlation of Xbe Harfom. Some hidicrpus 

.:j . ajBTociatioa 
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id^ of religion* , If ^^ w^iArh^iurted^uih 
has veatured to name mih e&thuBalpi 
fome epvnamly piQua cbaxaScart h« .^^w- 
' ing ardour fe ^xtiaguifted witji % laiigh) 
and a drawling di^cUratipn^ ^u the perip^ 
in queftioft i^ really a mighty harmltfs goo4 
creature, is uttered in a toflijc which leads 
^the youth fecisetly to vow, that whatever 
eUe he may b^, he will nevjer bs la gop4 
harmlefs creature. 

Nor is ridicule more dangcg-pus tp 
true piety than to true tafte* ^ 
<ige which values itfeif on parody, bur- 
lefque, irony, and caricature, producee 
little that isfublime, either in genpuis orift 
virtue ; but they amufe^ and we live muk 
age which ;»^i>e amufed, though genius, 
feeling, truth, and {Hiouciple, be the iacri- 
-iice. Uothkig chills the ardours of devo- 
tion like a frigid ^rcafioa^ and, in tim 
ieafon of youth, the mind ihoitld Jie .kef|t 
paxticulatly clear x£ ail %bc aflbciatiops* 
Tfab 'is of So mucljt importance 4!hat I 

' • ^ 6 ' " ^ hav^ 



hTirt khcrtm perfons who, having bectt 
carty accuftom^d to cettam lu^crous com* 
bmatlons, were never able to get thcar 
ihihdis tl^eanfed hotii the impurities con* 
tt*a?ed by this habitual kvity, evem 
after a thotbtigh reformation in their 
hearts and Mves had taken place: their 
principles became f efortoed, but their ?ma» 
ginations wfete inddiWy foiled, "tbey 
could defiA from fins which the ftriftneiS 
of ChrifKaiuty would not allow them to 
commit, but they could not <diimils frotki 
iheir mittfis images, which her puiity for* 
bkde them to entertain. 

There \vas a time wheii a variety of 
epithets tirere thodght meceflary to exprefs 
^Various kinds of excellence, atid when the 
dSfierent qcraliries of the mind were dif* 
iHiguifhed by appropriate and difcrimi* 
Tfitetting terms ; when the words venerable, 
beamed, fagacious, profouirf, acute, pious, 
\rbrthy, ingenious, valu^bte,elegant, agree* 
iWe, wife, or witty, were ufed as Ipedfic 
tnarfcs of diRinft thararaers. But the 16* 

Vol.. I. Q giflators 
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v.giflators of fafliion have of lattiv^years; 

thou^t proper to comprife all tneift; intone 

eftabliflied epithet, and it muft beconfefed 

'to be a very defirable one* as fax as it goes» 

' This epithet is exclufively and' indifisri- 

liiiiiately applied wherever commenckHioni 

Is intended* The word pleafant now ferves 

< to combine and exprefs all moral and 

imelleftual excellence. Every individual, 

from the graveft profeffors of the giaveffi 

: profeffion, down to the trifler who is of no 

profeffion at all, muft earn the epi^tet. of 

; -pleafant^ or muft be contented to be no* 

„ thing ; and muft be configned over to 

ridicule, under the vulgar and ioex- 

r preffive cant word of a bore* This 

_ is. the mortifying defignation . of o^aiiy 

a refpeftable a man, who^ though of njiuch 

worth andi much ability^ . cannot perhaps 

..clearly make out his fetters pateAt to 

V the title of pleafmU For, according to 

. : ;this modern claffification, there is nointer- 

,: mediate ftate, but all are comprifed within 

the. ample boiuxds of one m other Q^tjhefe 

-^ -.two terms. We 
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Wr^bught ta be mbxe on our g^d 

"'^sgamft this ipirit of ridicule, becattfe, 

:■ 'irh&tever may be the charadler of Jithe 

.: pr^fenc day^ its. faults, do not ff^ing from 

nht redundancies of ' .great qualitiesi or ' 

^ tiske overflowings of extravagant virt^es^ 

Itois well if naore correft views of Iftfe^ 

:. a more r^ular adminiftration of laws^ 

and a more fettled ftateof fociety; have 

helped to reftrain the excefles of / the 

heroic ages, when love and war were 

confidered as the' great and fole bufmefs 

of human life. Yet, if that period was 

niarked by a romantic extravagance, and 

the prefent by ^n inddent felfilhncfs, our 

fuperiority is not fo triumphantly decifiye, 

as, in the vanity of our heafts, we may be 

ready to imagine. ' - 

I do not wifh to bring back the frantic 

- reign of chivalry, nor to reinftate women 

in^ that fantaftic empire in which they 

then fat enthroned in the hearts, or .rather 

in the imaginations of men. Conmion 

' teilfe i^-an excellent material of univerfal 

TT^ c a . .appli- 
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application, which the fagacity of fatter 
ages has feized' upon,' and * rationalty 
appHed te the bufhifefs^ of commdii"life. 
Bet' let' tw not fbr^rin the mfoTence 
of acknowledged' fuperiotitj, that -it tWs 
religfeh itnd chaftity, operating on iflie 
rofmantic fpirit of thofe^rries, which irfia> 
Wiflied the defpotic fwlay of woman; and 
though Ihe now no longer looks d6wh 
on her ^adoring votaries, from the ptJdeRal 
to which an abfiird idolatry had liftcid 
her, yet let her remember that it is'ffie 
fame rdigion and the fame chaftity wliich 
c!i<:e rAifed her to fuch an elevation,' that 
muft ftill fiirniffi the noMeft' energies of 
her charader. 

. While w^ lawfully ridicule the ab(urd- 
ities which we have abandoned, let us 
not pliime ourfel"Jres on that fpirit' of 
novelty which gldries In- the oppofite ex- 
treme. If the mannfers of the period 
in queftion were affeftetf; and if the ^gil- 
lanti^ was • unnatural, yet the t6n6 of 
virtue was high j arid let tis reritetribif* 
^ that 
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thaft tonftaiicy, perky, and hanour^ are. 
not ridiculous in tftemfelve«, though they, 
may unluckily be affociatcd with qualiticr? 
which ar^ fo: aftd women of delicacy 
would do well te-tt&t&y. wfeen defeanting. 
oh thofe expfeded manners, how far it be 
decoirous to deride wkh too broad a laugh, 
amchmencs which could fubfift on remote 
gratifications J or grofsly to ridicule the 
tafte which led the admiref to facrifice 
pkafure to refpe&, and inclinadon to 
honour; to fneer at that ptcrity which- 
made feif-denial a proof of afie^on, and 
to call in queflion the found underftand* 
izig of him who preferred tile fam^ of his 
miitrefs to his own indulgence* 

One cannot but be ftruck with the* 
wonderful contrail exhibited to our view, 
when we coQtemplat;e the manners of 
tie two periads: iol queftion. In t^e 
former, all the flbwer of Europe fmit with 
a delirious gallantry ; all that w^s young, 
and noble, and brave, and great, with 
a fwfttic frenzy and prepofterous con- 
c 3 tempt 
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tempt of danger, traverfed fea^^ dhd icsd^d 
mountains, and compafled a large |x5iiaoa 
of the globe, at the expence of eafe, and 
fortune, and life, for thie unprofitable' j«h3- 
jeft of refcuing, by force of arms, from the 
hands of infidels, the fepulchre of tbat>Sa« 
viour, whom, in the ether period^ their 
pdfterity would think it the height of fe- 
Xiaticifm fo much as to name in good com- 
pany: whofe altars they defcrt, wKOfe 
temples they neglefl: ; and though in ihore 
than one country at leaft they itilt call 
themfelves by his nam?, yet too ihany, it 
is to be feared, contemn his precepts, ftill 
more are afliamed of his . do£triiics, and 
not a few rejedt his facrifice. ' Too many 
confider Chriftianity rather as a. political 
than a religious diftinflion ; too many 
claim the appellation of Chriftians, in mere 
oppofition to that Democracy with which 
they conceive infidelity to be aflbciated, 
rather than from an abhorrence of im^i6ty 
for its own fake ; and dread irreligion as 
the fuppofed badge of a reprobated partyj^ 



m»etlij^ GU account of that mofaVcomipk 
tion which is its infeparable concomitant.": 
• XDn the ether hand, in an age wheit m- 
verfioais the chara6ter of the day, thetoc!- 
dern.idea of improvement doesfiot conQ& 
in altering, but extirpating; We do not rd- 
forin, but Jfubvert, We do not <:orreft old 
^ftems, but demblilh them ; fancying that 
when every thing ihall be new it will be pe*- 
fea. Not to have been wrong, but to have 
been at all, is the crime. Exiftence is fin. 
Excellence is no longer confidered as an ex- 
perimental thing which is to grow gradu- 
ally out of obfervation and pradKce, ^and to 
b.^ improved by the accumulating additions 
brought by the wifdom of fucceffive ages. 
Our. wifdom is not (lowly brought by age 
and gradual growth to perfedion, but is a 
goddefs which darts at once, full grown, 
mature, armed cap-a-pee, from the heads of 
pur mpdern thunderers. Or rather, iJF. I 
. i3;xay. change theallufion, aperfeftfyftemLis 
tiQw expefted inevitably to fpring at once, 
like the fabled bird of Arabia, froni the 
^ ^es of it€ parent j and, like that, can re- 
c 4 ceivc 
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ceiv^ M^ibirtb Qo oti^er.mray.but bf file ^jEbr. 
ftniSioa of its predec«ifor. . :- .^ 

inftead of clearing, away what k re^ 
dundaDt^ • planning wbat is. cumbecfiome^ 
jgipplyiBg what is d^edktvi^and amiendigg^ 
what' is wrongs n^re adopi the indofinita/ 
rage for radical reform of ^dc, wha^.iav 
altering Lord Peter^s* coat, ibewed hia- 
zeal by crying out> " Tear a^ovay, broAev 
" Martin, for the love of heaven j never 
" mind^ fo you do bui tear avi^ay*.'* 

This tearing fylkoi has uaquefkidnsdbiy 
rent away fome valuable parts, of thait 
ftrrag^ ridi, nativeiliiff, which formed the 
ancient texture of firitifti manners. That 
we hs^ve gained much I am perftiaded^ 
that we have loS nothing I dare not there-^ 
fore affirm* But though it fairly tx*^ 
hibits a mark of our improved judgnaent 
to ridicule the fantaflic BptioBS<of love tod 
honour in th& heroic ages ; let uS' not 
rejoice that that fpffit of generofity ni 
fendment, and of ardour in piety, the 

• ♦' Sjwifi^s. ** Tale o5 ju Tub." 

exu- 
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fxube^fthcies of which urare tbeu S^ioccfa^ 
yenient, are now funk as imreafanahly 
low« That revolution, of manners, wbicb 
the unparalleled wit and genius of Doa 
(^ixote fo happily efieded, by aboUihing 
extrav2^ancie3 the mod abfurd and perni- 
cious, was fo far imperfed, that fome vi& 
tues which he never meant to expbfe, fell 
into difreput^ with the abfurdities which 
he did; and it is become the turn of the 
prefent tafte to attach in no fraall degree 
XhdH which is ridiculous to that which i< 
feirigus and heroic. Some modern works of 
wit have afMed in bringing piety and 
fome. of the nobleft virtues into contempt, 
by ftudiouily aflbciating them with oddity, 
chiidifti fuopHcity^ and ignorance of the 
world: and unnecefiary pains have been 
takeA to ei^tinguifli that zeal and ardour, 
which, however liable to excefs and error, 
are yet the Ipring of whatever is great and 
exqellejit. in the human charader. Th? 
nov^l of Cervantes is incomparable j th^ 
fartuffe of Moliere is unequalled j but 

true 
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true gencf ofity "and true td!gi<!>n wi& tte^tt 
k)fe any thing of their intrihfic take, fe^t 
tfiufe knight-T6rrantry and hypocrify = d¥t 
legitimate 'dbjefts for fatire. ' • ' ■ ^ '"^ 
' Bnt to tetum from this too Ibng'cfi- 
gfeflion, to the fubjeft of female itifitidifc'ir. 
Thofe who have not watched the united 
operatiorl of Vanity and feeling on a yoiith* 
ful mindV will not conceive how miicTi 
lefs formidable the ridicule of all his dwh 
fex will be to a very young man, thah 
that of thofe women to whom he h^s 
been taught to look up as the arbirr^fles of 
elegance. Such an one, I doubt not, 
tnight be able to work himfelf up, by tlie 
force of genuine Chriftian pfiritiples, to 
filch a pitch of 4rue heroifm, as to refiife 
a challenge, (and it requires thore te^ 
courage to refufe a challenge than to dt- 
cept one,) who would yet be in danger ot 
tehpfing into the dreadful pufillanimity 6f 
the world, when he is told that no woman 
of fafliion will hereafter look oh him but 
mth contempt. While w6 hiv6 dezttd 

away 



l^eay the^ r^bbifh of the. Gothic ages^ it 
.ware to be vuiihed we had not retained . tha 
90ipft criminal of all thdr^:inilitutioi^ 
"Why. chivalry ihould indicate, a madman^ 
]^i}e;.iu leading objefl:, ih^ fingle coinbat^ 
^nld defignate a gentleman, has not yet 
l^n explained- , Nay the original motive 
is. loft^ while th^' finful practice is con- 
tinued; for the .fighter of the duel no 
Xoiigcx pntends Xq h^. '2^ glorious redreffer 
of the wrongs of ftrangers ; no longer con- 
.fiders himfelf as pioufly appealing to hea- 
yen; for the juflice of his caufe ; but 
frpm the flavi.{h fear of unmerited re- 
jMCpach, often felfiflily hazards the happi- 
ftefs of his neareft conneftions, and always 
comes forth .in direft defiance of an ac- 
knowledged command of the Almighty. 
J^erbaps there are few occafions in which 
'female influence might be exerted to a 
higher purpofe than in this, in which laws 
.%]ftd confcience have hitherto efFefted fo 
little. But while the duellift. (who per- 
J)ap$ becomes a di^ellift only becaufe he 

was 
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ivas firft a fbducer) is wekpmed ,iiir]|^, 
liniles} the more hardy youth, ifha, qoAv^ 
becaufe he fears man but Qod, ^declin^&^^ 
a challenge J who is refolved to .brave. diCr,i 
grace rather than commit fin, would l^j,,^ 
treated with cool contempt by thofe vcry,^ 
perfons to whofe efteem he might reafoi^- '^ 
ably Jook, as que of the rewards of hi^j 
true and fubftantial fortitude. .;^,, 

How then is it to be reconciled with the 
decifions of principle, that delicate women; . 
fhould receive with complacency the fuc- 
cefsful libertine, who has been deteded by 
the wretched ftither or the injured hufbiind , 
in a criminal commerce, the difcovery of 
which has too juftly banifhed the unhappy 
partner of his crime from virtuous fociety ? 
Nay, if he happen to be very handfome, or, 
very brave, or very fafliibnable, is there 
not fometimes a kind of diOionorable 
competition for his favour ? But, whetber 
his popularity be derived from birth, or.,, 
parts, or perfon, or (what i« oft«n a fubn... 
flitute for all) from his having made 
4 his 
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Im way into ^d company ^ ' woinen of 
diftindion fully the fanflity of virtue by 
the too vifible pleafure they Ibmetimes ex- 
pfefs at i\it attentions of fucli a popular 
tib^rtiiie, wHofe voluble fmall-^talk they ad- 
mire, aftd whofe fprightly nothings they 
qttote, and whom perhaps thdr very fa- 
vour tends to prevent from becoming ia 
better charafter, becaufe he finds himfelf 
more acceptable as he is. 

May I be allowed to introduce a new 
part of my fubjed, by remarking that it is 
a matter of inc^onceivable importance, 
though not perhaps fufficiently confidered, 
whien any popular work, not on a religious 
topic, but on any common fubjeft, fuch as 
politics, hiftory, or fcience, has happened 
to be written by an author of found Chriftian 
principles ? It may not have been neceflary, 
nor prudently pradicable, to have a fing^e 
page in the whole work profefledly religious: 
but flill, when the living prindple informs 
the mind of the writer, it is aknoft impof- 
fible but that fomething of its fpirit win 

diffufe 
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difFufe itfelf even into fubjefts:Hvfth''^hicIi 
it fhould feem but retnotdy coilrte^d* 
It is at leaft a comfortf to th'(*'^Tekdir> 
to feel that honeft confidence which I'diflts 
from knowing that he has pnt himfclf ihto 
fafe hands ; that he has cofmmittcd Wtiifelf 
to an author^ whofe known principkfii ^re 
a pledge that his reader need not' be 
driven' to watch' himfelf at every ftep nnfith 
anxious circumfpedion; that he need not 
be looking on the right, hand Ha^di' on 
the left, as if he knew there were pitfalls 
under the flowers which are delighting 
him. ' And it is no fmall p^int gained, that 
on fubjefts.in which ypu -do. not look tp 
improve your religion^, it is at.leafl: fecui-qtj 
from deterioration. If .the Athenian l^w^ 
were fo delicate that they difgraced any one 
who fhewed an inquiring, traveller the 
wrong road^ what difgrace, among ChrifU- 
ans, fhould attach to that author, who, 
when a youth is inquirmg the road to 
hiftory or philofophy, direfts him to blaf- 
|)h€my and Ottbelief ? . • - ' <■-" 

la 



...,,1 Jbi,y^j:ur9^yw fartbpi^ on 0ie reign- 
^ipg^eyij^ wj^ichthc tiipes |;^orc particuliVTly* 
^ demand. 'tha^t; women of rank and. influence 
.Jg^.uld r^prefs^ CJiriftianity call* upon them 
, jl^ I ;l?^ar i their , decided teftimpny againft 
.f very thing which is notorioufly contri- 
buting to the public corruption. It calU 
. upon them to banifli from their drefling- 
/Xoosn$) (and oh, that their influence could 
banifli from the libraries of their Tons and 
hi^anda!) that fober and unfufpeded 
mafs of mifchief, which, by aflfuming the 
plaulible names of Science^ of Philofophy, 
pf Arts, of Belles Lettres, is gradually ad- 
miniftering death to the principles of thofe 
.who would be, o^ their guard, had the 
prifoa been labelled with its own peyni- 
fious title* Avowed attacks upon revelar 
tion are more eafily refifted, bccaufethe 
malignity is advertifed. But who fufpeds 
the deftrudiou which lurks under the 
harmlefs or inftrudive names of General 
,H\/iory^ Natural Hijiory^ Travels^ Voyages ^ 
Livesj Encyclopedias^ Criticifm^ and JR,o^ 
7 mancet 
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mance? Who will deny Aat many of Aefe 
wofkt trontain much admirable tnatteir^ 
bfitHanc p^flages, im{:)ortant iFads, juft de^ 
fcriptio(n:§» faithful piftures of nature, iit^ 
valuable inuftration$ of fcience ? But white 
^•^^fee dead fly lies at the bottom,** the 
whole will exhale a corrupt and peftilehtial 
itench. 

Novels, which chiefly ufed to be dail* 
geroud in one refpeA, are now becotn^ 
ifiifchievous in a thoufand. They ar^ 
continually (hifting their ground, and 
enlarging their fphere, and are daily be- 
coming vehicles of wider mifchidf. Somte 
times they concentrate their force, and 
are at once employed to diflfufe deftruftive 
politics, deplorable profligacy, ahditnptri. 
dent infidelityi Roufleaii was the fiift 
papular difpenfer of this complicated drug*, 
in which the deleterious infufion wak 
ftrong, and the efieft proportionaUy fatah- 
For he does not attempt to feducfH the 
affbftions but through the medimn of thd 
principles. He does not paint an innocetic 

woman. 



Wpflfiei, ruined) ne^tmg, iDd reftonBdi 
(nit ^th a far mdt^ mifchievouiB refiiMN 
ment, he annihilates the vakie of cbd&kf^ 
and with pernicious fiibtkty attempts ta 
tnake his heroine appear alinoft more am^ 
at>le without it. He eschibits a virtiiou 
woman, the yidim not of temptation b«| 
of reafon, not of vice btit of fentSmsnt^ 
npt of paflion but of cx>n¥ididn; aoA 
ibikes at the very root of honour bf 
el€Vating. a crime into a principle With 
d metaphyfical ibphiftiy the moA plawfitiil^ 
h^ debauches the hesart of woman, by die^ 
ri(hing her vanity in the erection of a fyi^ 
t^m of male virtues, to which, with a loft^ 
derelidion of thofe that are her more pieeiiM 
liar and charafterifttc praife, he tempts hir 
ta af^Hr: ; powei'fuUy n^uMDatfag^ that tfr 
this fpkndid fyffem chaflit^ doeS no* Hdi^ 
farily belong: tbccs corirtipting the judgf- 
rtiem and; bewitdfirfeig the Hftdet^llaiit8ngi 
a^ the* mbft effeftuai "^ay to htifeme thte* 
imagination and deprave the he^ft. ' 
¥«.• u D The 
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( The rafs mifcbidFof this author (MOifift^ 
tfr 1ms powet Gf fediicing by ;fiBfehi6oi 
&tok who love truth, but whofe mjnd^a^ 
IKtt waveringi a!id whofe prmciples fitfk 
rtet* yet formed. He allures the^^ wann^ 
hearted to embrace^ vice, not beedUfe tfe^ 
|#efer vice, but becaufe he gives* to vic^^b 
natural ail air of virtue i and ardeht BMd 
dmhufiaftic youth, too confidently trudx^ 
kt their integrity and in their feacherv^will 
be undone, while they fency they are in* 
dulging in the noblefl: feelings ^f iheif 
nature< Many authors will ioiore ift&lllbly 
complete the ruin of the k>ole and ill- 
^Hpdfed ; but perhaps (if I may change 
tbe .£gute) there never was a net of fuch. 
eonquiiite :art and inextricable Workn^aiv 
ibip> fpread to entangle innocence ^^d 
en&are kiexpericnce, as the writings 4>f 
IKLoufle^ : and, unhappily, the victim does 
not even ftruggle in the toik, becaufe par| 
q£. the delufion confifts in imagining thai: 
lue is fet at liberty* ... ^ 

- : ^' 3otac 



!uSow<^ofiiQ>iir recent pqpumr p«ib|Ii(;jitions 
W/3:4<Jdpte4 aijd enlaigoiaU fibe,pifcliie& 
oLt&McfcopJjt wd the, principal evilariiSi^ 
Uom.^m^ih that the virtues they. exhibit 
areldnioil mi^eidangerous thaxi thevice^ 
XJbbe chief materials &at of which the& 
delufiye fyilems are framed, are charafter^ 
P^Q l^ra^ife faperflttpu$ a£ls of generofity^ 
^hHe:<hey are ttaitlpling on <^bvious and 
Commanded duties^ ^ who combine inflated 
fentlme^t& of honour with anions themoft 
iagijtiqws } a high tone of feltconfidencd^ 
with a fierpetual neglcd of felf-denial : pa-i 
tbeticftpoftrophes to the paffions, but no at- 
t^mpll to . refill tUeoi. Jhey^each, that chaf- 
tity :is only individual ^attaehmeht j that no 
dutyexifts which is not prompted by feet 
bg; that jmpulfe is the main^fpring of 
virtupus adliohs, while laws and religion 
are. ojiiy unjuft reftraints ; the formi^r im* 
jpofipd by arbitrary men^ the latter by the 
^fuijd prejudices of itimorous and ua- 
ehlightened confcienee. Alas^! they do 
ftqf know that the beft creature of impulfe 
D 2 that 
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that cVer Uved is but a wayward^ unfixed, 
unprindpled being 1 ihiLt the h^*naiural 
tnte required a €urb y and needs that bar 
faace ta the affe£tians which ^Chiiftianuj 
alone can funiiih, and mthout which bme- 
tolokt propenfitiea are no jGxurity to virtue.. 
And perhaps it is not top much tp %^ in 
fpifie of the monopoly of beneyQ}ex3£^.t^ 
which the new philofopby lays claim, that 
^eiuman duties of the fecond table have 
nev^ once be^n weU performed by any of 
the rejedors of that previous pc^rtion of the 
I>eccdogue which en^ins. duty tx>. Qod» 
' In fome of the moft fplendid of thefe cha- 
f afters compaffion is erefted into the throne 
6f juftice, and juftice degraded into the 
rank of piebdan virtues. Creditors are 
defrauded, ^rfiile the money due to them 
is lavifliedi in da2zling afts of charity^ to 
Ibmeobjeft that affeft^ the fenfes j- which 
piaroxyfms of charity are tftade the fponge 
ot every fin, and the fubftitute of evfery 
yirtuel: the whole indlreftly tending to 
ifttlmafe how y^rj hnevoknt people an whb 
■^ ^ " are 



are :doiiCbri/iiam*^ From u^ of .tiiefe 
cdii^>oriti0ns, indeed^ ChrUUamty. is. fyCr 
temadcally^ and always, virtually^ tKciiidp^i 
for the law, and the prophets^ and the 
gofpel can make bo part of a fcheme in 
which this world is looked upon as ai| 
in all ; in which want and mifery are con« 
fidered as evils arifing folely from human 
governments, and jiot from the difpenla? 
tions of God ; in which poverty is repr^^ 
fented as merely a political evil, and the re? 
ftiraints which tend to keep the poor honeft^ 
are painted as the moft flagrant injuftice. 
The gofpel can make no p^rt of a fyftem 
m which the chimerical proje£); of confum-r 
mate earthly happinefs (founded on th$ 
madpretwce of loving the poor better thaa 
God loves them) would defejat the diymjt 
plan, which meant this world a fcene oi 
difcipline^ iK>t of recQuxierationf The 
gofpel can have nothing, to do with a 
fyflem in which fin is reduced to a little 
human imperfedion^ and Old Bailey crim^. 
ire {oitm^d down into 3 few ei^MJg 
P3 wesk^.' 



vrejfkncffes ; and In which the tiifpftuiie '6f 
att the vices a man himfelf commits, fs*tf6iic 
away by his candour in toleratiii^ all the 
Vices committed' by iirtfiers. 
' ' Biit the part of the (yftem the mbft ifatat 
tftthat clafs whom 1 am addreflirig is, that 
even in thoft works which do not go all 
ttie length of treating marriage as ati 
ifnjuft infringement on liberty, arid' a 
tyrannicjil deduftion from general happi- 
nefs; yet it commonly happens that ihe 
hiro or heroine, who has praftically 
violated the letter of the feventh coiii:- 
jnandinent, and continues to live in the 
aiiOWfed violation of its fpirit, is painted 
nk fo amiable and fo benevolent, fo tender 
6r fo briye; and the temptation Is repre- 
fented as fo irreftfiible^ (for all thefe philo- 
fophers are fetalifts,) the predomihaht and 
iheriflied (in is fo filtered and defecated of 
it^ pollutibns, and is fo fheltered and fur- 
ro\iitded, jm^ relieved with {hiningq^ualities, 
tha,J: the innocent and impreffible" young 
Insider is brought to lofe dl hoitbl* of the 



swful rrime in queftJcm, in the iion^la- 
qency (he feels for the engaging virtues of 
the criminaL 

But there is another objed to which T 
would direct the exertion of that power of 
feoiale influence of which I am fpeaHng. 
Thofe kdie§ vfho take the lead in fodety 
are loudly called upon to a£t as the 
guardians of the public taile as well as 
of ihe public virtue. They are called 
upon^ therefore;, to oppofe with the whole 
weight of their influence, the irruption 
of thoJfe fwarms of publications now 
daily iflixing from the banks of the 
Danube, which, like their ravaging pre- 
deceflbrs of the darker ages, though with 
far other arms, are overrunning civilized 
Ibciety . Thofe readers, whofe purer taftc 
has been formed on the corred models 
of the old claflic fchool, fee with indigna- 
tion and aftonifliment the Huns and Van- 
4als once more overpowering the Greeks 
and Romans. They behold our min^ls, 
with a retrograde but rapid motion, huiried 
Ixack to the reign of ^ chaos and old 
D 4 •^nigh^" 



^* mghtv^iky diftorted ^nd* iinpHncipled 
coijipo&iDQs, which unite the nfte of thc^ 
Goths with the morals of Bagfliot *, 

"Gorgoiis, ami flydras, and Chimeras dire ! 
Thefe coinpofitions terrify the weak, and 
difgufl: the difcerning, by wild and mis- 
Aapen fuperftitions, in which, with that 
eon/tjiency which forms fo ftriking a feature 
of the new philofophy , thofe who moft eam- 
eftly deny the immortality of the foul are 
moft eager to introduce the machinery of 
^hofts. 

The writings of the French infidels wer^ 
fome years ago circulated in England with 
uncommon induftry, and with fome efFefl: ; 
but the plain fenfe arid good principles 
ti the far greater part of our countrymeq. 
r(?fifted the attack, and rqfe fupjsrior tp the 
triaL Of the dodbrines and principles here 
allu(ic(J to, the dreadful confec^uences, not 

t. T^^ newfpap^rB announce tl^at Sc?iillerV'yragtdy 
of th^ Robb^s/^hich inflamed the, yqung i^obUitj 
of Germany to enl.ift thcmfelves into a band o? > 
hiVliwaymtfn to rbb in the fbreftd oif Bohemia, i$ 

.;v;^'- only 



only, in\the:imhappy country where theV 
origipatcd.and were almoft imiverfklly^ 
adopted, -but iji-- every part of Europe; 
where they h^ve been received, have beci^ 
fuch as to ferve as a beacon to furrounding. 
natio^is, if any warning can preferve th^m 
from dcftrudion. In this country the 
fubjefl: is now fo well underftood, that. 
every thing that iffues from the French 
prefs is received with jealoufy ; and a work, 
on the firfl: appearance of its exhibiting the 
doftrines of Voltaire and his affociates, is 
rejefted with indignation. 

But let us not on account of this 
yiftory repofe In confident fecurity. ' The 
modern apoftlesof infidelity and im- 
morality, little lefs indefatigable in dif- 
perfing their pernicious doSrines than the; 
firft apoftles were in propagating gofpel 
truths, have indeed changed their weapons, 
but they have by no means defifted from 
the attcick. To deftroy the principjes of 
Chriftmnity in this ifland, appears at the 
prefent moment to be their grand aim. 
Peprived oif thts^aOiftance of i|je French, 

prefs. 
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pref?, they are now attempting i:o attairi: 
thdr objeft under the Vlofe aiidf 'niore 
aitifipal vpil of "German liteiature/' (jo^^l 
ftioys that religion apd morals' wiUftapii 
or fall together, their attacks are fomer 
rimes levelled againft the one, arid forrie- 
dmes againft the other. With ftrong oc- 
c?LjEion^I profeffions of generjil attjachra^eiit 
to both of thefe, they endeavour ta jrr- 
tereft the feelings of the reader, fotne? 
times in favour of fome onq particul^ 
Yice, at other times on the fubjeft qf fonic 
cne objeftion to revealed religion. Poefry 
as well a& profe, romance ^ well as "hif- 
tory, writings on philofophical as well as 
en pplitic^l fubjefts, have thus been ^tii- 
ployisd to inftil the principles of Iliumina' 
iffiHy while incredible pains have been taken 
to obtain able tranflations of every h66k 
which was fijppofed likely to be of ufe in 
corrupting the heart or mifleading the un- 
derftanding. In many of thefe. tranflations, 
certain bolder paflages, which, thopfgh 
Tvell received in Germany, would haveei:- 

cited 
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?|ted diiQguft in England, are wholly qi^k- 
ied, ia or^eir Uiat the mind may be morfc 
certainly, though more flowly, prepafisd 
for the full effeft of the fame poifon t6}Se 
^dminiftere4 in a ftronget degree at an- 
other period. 

Let not d)pfp tp -v^^honi thefe pagea; 
^c addrefled deceive themfelves by fup- 
pofing this to be a fable; and let them 
inquire moft ferioufly whether I Ipeal;; 
truth, in afferting that the attacks of 
infidelity in Great Britain are at this 
nxoment principally 4irefted againfl the 
^em^le breaft. Confcious of the influence 
of women in civil fociety, confcious of the 
e|Feflt which female infidelity produced ii^ 
France, they attribute the ill-fuccefs of 
their attempts in this country, to their 
having been hitherto chiefly ^ddrefled to 
the m^rle fex. They are now feduloufly 
labouring tq deftroy the religious princi* 
pies, of wqmen, and in too many inftances. 
having fatally fucceeded. For this pur- 
pofcj^ not only novels and romances have 

been 
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b^k nia<}e ^he vehicles of vie^ land loft-r 
drfity, but the fame allurement ha$ been 
ield out to tht women of our cornitry^ 
trbieh wafc employed by the firft philofoph'ift 
to* the fir ft fintier — Kno wledgel Liften to 
the precepts of the new German enlight- 
toers, and you need no longer remain iu 
that fituatioh in which Providence has 
placed you ! Follow their examples, and 
yon fliall be permitted to indulge in all. 
thofe gratifications which cuftom, not reli»! 
gion, has tolerated in the male fex ! 

Let us jcaloiifly watch every defepeningj 
ftade in the change of rtiannefS j Idt us 
mark every ftep, however iiicbnfidei^ble, 
whofe tendency is downwards. Cor-i 
fviption is neither ftation^ry nor retro^ 
grade; and to have dep^rt^d from tnodeftyj^ 
5s alrtady to have made a progrefs. It Is 
not only awfully true, that fihce the new. 
principles have been afloat, ^women have 
been too eagerly inquifitive after thefo. 
tftonftrous compofitions ; but it is true alfq 
that, with a new and ofFenfive renunciation 

of 



of thm native cletic^cy, manf u^meft ^chfi' 
taSer /m3^ \\tth h^fitatiqn hx, avowu^ 
i^&x £unflUrity with work^ a^Qundjng 
with principle;, (eAtioients, ai\4 d^^i^Pr 
tions, ^^ which ihould not be Io>much as 
^^ Blamed among thenu'^ By ailowing 
thar minds to come in contact with fuch 
contagious matter, they are irirecoverably 
tainting thems and by acknowledging that 
they are a^^ially coaverfant with fuch cor- 
ruptions, (with whatever reprohatioft of 
the author they may qualify their peruf;d 
of the book,) they are exciting in others a 
mod mifchievous curiofity for the fame un« 
hallowed gratification. Thus they are dailjr 
dimmiihiag. in the young and the timid thofd 
wholefome fcroples, by which^ whea a 
lender confcience ceaies- to be intreQched« 
alt the fubfeq^ent ftages of ruin are 
gradually facilitated. 

We have hitherto fpokeh only of the 
German writitigx ;. but. becaufc tber< are 
multitudes who feldom read^ equal : pains 
have been taken tO'promofie the £im&objed: 
i through 
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through the mediuni of the ftage : smd ihii 
\|reapon is, of all otHeVs^ that againd which 
It is, at the brefent moihent, this ttiod ini^ 

" ••■■ ■ •' ^ *. illy', '-'^ ^i'vi 

tiQttant to warn the more iacon(ider;ate dt 
tny (jountrywomeft; " • 

As a fpecimen of the German drania, it 
ttiay not be iinfeafonable to offer a fe'W 
tcmarks on the admired play of f tie 
Stranger. In this piece the character of 
an hdulfrefsy ^vhich, in all periods of ftiii 
world, ancient as well as modern, m all 
countries, heathen as well as cfarifHan, hasr 
hitherto been held in deteftation^ and ha^ 
never been introduced but to* be reptb- 
bated, IS for the firft time prefented t6 
our view in the moft plealing and fafcinat* 
ing colours. The heroine is a woman 
who forfook a hufband the moft affeftion* 
ate and the moft amiable, and lived for 
fome time in the moft criminal commerce 
With her feducer. Repenting at length of 
her crime, flie buries herfelf in retirementi 
The talents of the poet ' during the whole 
piece are es:erted in attejmpting to render 

this 






ihis woman the objeft not only of the 
cpmpaC^on and forgivenefs, but of the 
eileem aiiS' aflfe^ioil of the audience. US? 
injured hulband, convinced of his wife's 
ffi'pentance, forms a refblution, which 
every man of true feeling and chriftiaa 
pieiy will ^probably approve. He forgives 
her qffence, and promifes her through 
Ijfe his advice, proteftion, and fortune^ 
together with every thing which can alle- 
viate the mifery of her fituation, but refufes,' 
to replace, her in the fituation of his wife- 
£|ut this is not fufEcient for the Germqn 
author. JHis efforts are employed, and it 
is to be feared but too fuccefsfuUy, la 
makinjg tHe audience confider the hufband 
as an unrelenting favage, while they are 
led T)y the art of the poet anxioufly to 
wifh to fee an adilltrefs reftored to that 
rSink'of women who have not violated the 
moft folemn covenant that can be made with 
mail, nor difobeyed one of the moft pofitive 
laws which has been enjoined by God. 

About 



«4^ hp tHi s3rFi<rrft 

• About Ac fame time that this itft 
jitiempt at ret}reientmg an Iduhraft ilf all 
cacemplary light was made bya GeTttftti 
dramatifty which forms an acra in tdU- 
fliers ; a dired vindication of adolteiy wak 
lor the firfl; time attempted by a wormm^ a 
profefled admirer and imitator of tht 
Gcrmin fuicide Wertef. The Female 
Werier^ as fhe iis ftyled by her bibgrtiphgr, 
aflerts, 1n a work intitled " The Wrongs 
«* of Womefi/' that adultery is juftifiabte, 
and that the reftriaions phc^6n k hf 
thi laws of England conftitute oneiSf tiit 
Wrongs of Women*' 

"And this leads me to dwell, a' Kttle 
longer on this moft deftruftive cFi^s in the 
whole wide range df modern cbrruptors, 
who effeft the moft defperate work dfthe 
paffions, without fo much as pretenc&ig 
to urge their violence in extenuation of 
the guilt of indulging them. They (blicit 
jtfiis very indulgence with a fort of cold- 
Uooded fpeculation, and invite the 
^ - reader 



Iduicr i^D «be mo(t: tmbouncbd fiMdficft^ 
tkMit, tVitiij^ tbe £iturjaiti6^cooliiefiid6A 
gttBtuftmai cakulatimi - Theirs k is !&{*• 
i^my irather of phkgm thto df ffJirlE j: md* 

ihiati^ a» n die iii&tflol climate lieferibtiil 

. J8»rq^fcprti apd firoft performs xh^ effed pf iirf*<i. 

This cool, calculating, intelkflfial ^\^^ 
^^^ etts dtit the vfeiy heart, attd cttri of 
Virtue, and like a de^ly. ihildeW tilighte 
and ffifivela the ^omhing f^romife of "i^li 
htimdn fpri%. Its b6iitimbiiigtoticbcbaii. 
^uaieatetf a torpid fluggifhnefi \^bkh pa^ 
irai^sies the fbaL it d^icimt^ on deptavit3r 
asgrafely, and details Jts grofiefl i£b at 
£rigidly^ as if its 6bje£t wa-e to aliaif the tiu- 
mult of tbe paijioni^ while it is ld;ting them 
kofe on mankind^ by ^^ plucking off the 
l^iAttzz}^'^^ ef prefeiit tdftf amt and liltai^ 

♦ ** When the north-wind Moweth it devoureth t&e 
^ mountains) andhiirnettt the^dernefsi and cobAmb^ 
♦>ttkth6gftl&*sfit^> fecauf. id. io. 

VOL* I. s account^ 
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aQCftuntablenels* The fyitem i« a^dj^ ,»? ; 
ffUion compouaded of bold impiety, jbxu^ 
tifh fmfuality, and cxquUite folly^. wjbkJH 
<ai)epiQg htdlly about the hearty ofwk^f^c 
nRGpal circulation^ and totally ilQparrtjJMi^j 
pisUe of goodaefs by tbe . extin£Uan ctf o^|^ 
vital prindple* Thus not only, c&^aktng^ 
the dream of a^lual virtue, but drying up. 
the very fountain of future renw^fe-M^; 
i^notQirepentance. ' , ^.. . ,. 

.The ravages which fome of the cSdpfi 
&n4er$ againft purity made in the youth* 
fu^L heart,:. |l>y. the. exercife of a fervid but 
lioentio^$ • imagination on die, paffion^^ 
Jirastilike the mifchief efieded by. floods 
catara^, and volcano^. .Th(B;4efoiI;U$i9ii 
indeed T^a& terrible, . and the ruin, was tre* 
xoendous: yet it was a ruin wlp^ jf|id 
js^tjT^allibly preclude the poflibility of re- 
c&vqry. ^ The CQiintry, though delugpdjand 
:4!S^s^%tg^, 1^8. i\p|. utterly put beyond the- 
pp3ver of reftoration^ The harvefls indeed. 
W^e (ieiftroyfdj^ and ^1 was wide ftenlity^i^^ 
Biit, thoijgh Ae, Wpps wpre loft, the /e^ds ■ 



b¥^^2^i(S[i'-^tr^ fibi abfolttfdy-%¥5a&^ 

iftJ^ijr'^Jtrfedfikted vttiomi ftibtil thougfcn 

t«iV<5*lef8 fdite ^ that blaftedl fpot thi» 
dea*lfea, \Aete thofe devdted citfes cm<s^^ 
ftrfbd ^Mi for tlii^i^ polliitloiiis ^ef e burnt' 
with fire from heaVen, It c<MitinUe8''a*^ 
fhtgnaiit Kke of putrifying waters. No 
wholefomc' blade ever more (hoots up j the 
air IS fb'taJntedthat no living thing fubfiftg 
withiA its influence. Near the fulphureeud* 
pobi 'the* very prihciple of life is anni-^ 
Wl^ttJ.^AU is death, ' . 

0cath, trnrcpealable, etiernal death! ' '' '' 
" ]&\xt let' us take cbmfort. lliefe prbjefls ^ 
are not yet generally reatifed. l*hefe' 
afrtfelbui^ principles are ndt yet adopted 
iiiib common praftice. Though' corruptioitif 
feem With a confluent tide to be' pouring^ 
in lipoA us from -every quarter, yet there^ 
i^M teft amstog lis a difcriminating jiid^i' 
"" E 2 mem. 
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ment. Cleir and ftrongly iaifeSkea^ i^ 
ljn£Hons betweeii right and #iroiig*-ftitt 
fiibfift* While we continue td <hferiflt 
this fanity of mind, the cafe h niot'ttefpe- 
ttte. Though that crime, the growtJi o£ 
which always exhibits the moft irreftttgable 
proof of the diiToIutenefs of public man^ 
ners J though that* crime, which c^utS; up 
order and virtue by the roots, and^viokte^ 
the fanOity of vows, is awfully incrcafmg, 

'Till fcnatce fcem, 
Forpurpoles of empire Uh coihren^d 
Than to rcleafe tlie adult 'refa from her^bpads; 

yet, thanks to the furviving dficaty of 
a holy religion, to the operation of vir* 
tuous laws, and to the energy and unihaken 
integrity vith which thefe laws are miv 
adminiftered ; and,, moft of all perhaps,; to 
ik ftandard of tnotals which continues 
in force, when the prihcipld& which 
fandioned it are Ad more ; this crime^ 
ui the female fex at leaft^ b fldli held 
in juft abhorrence ; if it be pra^Uied^ it h 
noi honoira^fe^: i£ k be committed^: it. 
.r*.''"*r 1 ^ is 



,^n^pfJS^^di..wei\^.not yet affedt jtp 

kpaJliajte,it? turpitude f a». yet it hides ita 

gbt^rreii head m lurking privacy ;. a»(k 

|45pi)obatipQ hitherto follows its publicity^ . 

;>. ,j5ut.pttXPUR. exerting your influence, 

,t9^htin4i applicatioa and incregrmg.enprgy» 

,4aay in no imall ^gre^ depend whether 

thi^ corrij^tkya ihall ftili continue to be 

XX&A&du For, fropx^ admixing to adopting, 

tfae.ftepis ihort, and the pr<>gre& i:^pid} 

l^d it is in the n^pral as in the natural 

world ; the motion, in the- cafe of minds 

as well as of bodies, is accelerated as they 

. ^pp^<)£^ch the centre to which, they are 

. . Q ye t^ whp(q.^this addrefs i^ particu^ 

Igrly 4ii'e^^d! a^1 awful charge is, in 

thia i|iitance,s committed to, your bands ; 

.^s you diffharge it or fljirink from it, 

.yeu pro^tis or.iBjure tihe :honour of^ 

ifwx daughters and this happioefa of 

» ::|rour Homy of both which you are the 

^ jdep^tarifis* And, while you r^fplu^fly 

2l pejfCT^r? i» raaKng. a ib»d,v.aigjuipft. ^e 

^ 23 encroach^ 



aterpadrments. o£ this crune, ^fuffiafnmc^ 
ydiErrfirmneft to^ be* fliakeni|by;Lthat; afe 
ff&aLtiDXi of charky* which ia^gromng mt^i 
st/gent^rai'fubflkflte^for ' priiicipkbi<|(li)t^: 
mltP'fo noble a quality , as; Chriftiattx*in* 
dimr^ ;by mi&mploj^iag it;: on iksftances 
tO' which it doc^Tnot apply. '/.(Piyrfihft. 
v^retched ^oman^: you . xlaw mat? couir*; 
tia-afide ^ and blefs him wha has.M>maKk 
^^lym to diflF(?n*' ' If unhappily ; ih^ be 
your relation or friend, anxioufly Watch 
&* the ]f>^riod when (he fhall* be di^ferfed 
by^^ her 'betirtiyer V tod^iiBe ii| bf^oiia 
* fehriftian oflfices!, (he can be fnatchcddrotri* 
a^rpetuity of vice. But if, through ther 
Wa^ltte bleffiflg oii-ybur plti^r enddJivow^ 
#ie (hould ev)er be ^Wakenied 'to/rdadr&V 
Be nbt anxicu^ » tor •^eftot^e^ ritef- {o^hm 
jrt*nifent to that fociety agiinft i?<^hdlefkw8 
fhb' ' ha^ fo grievottfly oiended | and > tri^^ 
mender, that her foUciting fuch' at reftoipa^ 
tfenj^rniihefr but too ^plaia a. proof r thai 
fl$& l^n^tthe penitent your partiality w^M 
l^ieveV^&lte^fenBtaice-i$in»>re:an3doq5 



te^Hiatdfiiits ]^^u»wiffa Heaven: itfasar^witfe 
tifie vrcxrld.v Joy faliyr would a trul^r oontxiter 
l{>iiit commute an earthly for an. everlafi^t 
ing* vfi^obationir To reftorc a crimmiktQ^ 
pttblic ibdiety, la perhaps to tempt her ta 
Fqseat'lier crime, or to deaden her'repenti 
ance fpir having committed it^ as wdUl as td 
injure thai: ibciety ;. while to reftoreoa 
firaysd Ibul to God >s4U.add luHre to your 
Ghriftian chara^er, and brighten your 
eternal crown^ » , . ^. 

Ja the mean time, there are other, evils^. 
Intimately perhaps tending to this» intd 
which we are falling,, through that fort of > 
Bilhionable candour which, as was fainted 
above, is among the mifchievous charadeiy 
lAlcs of the prefent day ; of which period 
perhaps it is not the fmalieft evil, that yice^ 
are made to look fo lik« virtues, and are fo 
ailimilated to them, that it requires watclK 
faln^is and judgment fufficiently to an^yze 
dnd difcriminate^ There are certain won^Or 
of <good:&fliiQn who pra^tife irregularity 
Aotcoi^fteut with the Jdri&n^pf .idrtue,^ 
E 4 while 
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quences of their indifcretion^gare tfacmgfat* 
le&Iy employed m breaking. )down5:ai^i4C' 
wetC) the broad fence which (h^ld e?^ 
leparate two veiy different Ibrtfc^ of fociifity^i 
and are becomifig a kind of dtiikitural Imfe 
between vice and virtue* ' • ri 

■ There is a grofs deception which evett 
l^^on^ of reputation pria^tife dtl tbei^ 
felve^ They loudly condemh Tice ^aiid 
irregularity as an abftrad principle ; tittfi 
they ftigmatijfe them in pericms of an op* 
pofite party, or in thofe jfrom whom thidy 
thcmfelves ha^eno profpeft of peifOMl 
advantage or amufement, and ih whoth 
therefore they have no particular inttfreft 
to td!erate evil: But the fame difordeis 
are viewed without "abhorrence when prac* 
fifed by thofe^ tvho in any way minifter ta 
fBerr plcafures. Refined eiitei'tainmentaf^ 
Jtrxurious decorations, feleft ntufic, whatf* 
evir futnilhes any delight rare and exqtrf* 
Cte to the fenfes, thefe fbften the feverfty 
of criticifiny' thefe palliate' ftis, Vatiaift 
ottif the flaweiof it brakea xhard^lecy^ tii^ 
'■'' ' extort 
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estort not pardon merely, but jvfuiu 
Citian) countenance, intimacy ! The moro 
qs^^tabkiwill not, perhaps, go all the 
l^gtlhol yindicating tlie difreputable vice^ 
^;t^y afiedto difbtlieve its exi/lence 
in the individual inllance y or, failing ia 
t^, they will bury its acknowledged tur- 
pi^de in the feducing qualities of the 
ij^^eabk delinquent. Talents of every 
ki^d 2SQ CQiUidered as a commutation for 
d»&w^ites; and fuch talents are niade a pa{{i- 
pprt to introduce into honourable fcciety 
tharaders.whom their profligacy ought to 
exclude from, it* 

j But th^ gteat objecl to which you, uho 
iu&e or may be mothers, are more efpe- 
cijsdly called, is the education of your 
Q^ildren. If we are refponfible for the 
v^^.of influence in the cafe of thofe over 
.19]^m we have no immediate control, ,ia 
the, cafe of our cliildren we are refponfible 
fwthe exercile of acknowledged power > 
afpower wide in its extent, indefinite in its 
t&)6ls^ aftdjneltimable.in its imj^ortanoe. 

On 



^0 oHr^n^^tntbHTs 

;'Oni;^u^ depend in lu^-fttt^lv-df gr^e die 

'>t^ y-our dk-ejaioB the dajag4it«?$- ^« al- 
IBoft excl^fively comi:pht€dv}^a<x,d'U4:i|jiJ>:3 
i^rtaia age, |o you alfo j^ -eon&^f^d iha 
mighty privil^gp of forming tlie b€art9 
p\d minds of your infai^t fens.'? ^j fcte 
bleflrng 4jf Gpd pn the: piinciples. y^u 
JiiaU, as. far.a§ it depend$m yp%,;infi|fe 
into both fons and daugbtf^^s^ ^they . wUl 
liereafter . < '^ arife and qatt i you btdfed*'? 
And in i;he great day of geQ^rak.accou^ti 
faay :fvery • Qhriftian mother r be eaal^Gl 
through divine grace to fay^ with huiol^le 
tfconfidence^ to her Maker and: Redeemer, 
^ Behold the children - whom, ihou haft 
** given mel/*' ' - * ; v /-> 

Cbriftianity, driven out from the reft 
pf the world, has ftilt, Weffed.be Ged! 
a; ^ ftrong hold'* in- this country. And 
though it' be the fpecial duty of the ap- 
pointed ^^ watchman^ now th^it he feeth 
-^ the fword eome upon the land, to 
« blow the trumpet and waju* the people, 

^' which 
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^^ i^lach if he negleft to do, their blood 
** (half be - required of the \ratchman*s 
^« hand * :'^ yet, in. this fapred garrifbn, 
impregnable but by negleffj you too have 
an ttwfid jioft, that of aritiing' tfad 
ttuhds of the rifing gena^tion \fith the 
^ flneld of faith, ^hereby they fliaH be 
^ able to quendi the fiery darts of the 
^ \Kricked ;^' that of girding them witli 
^ that fword of the Spirit which is thd 
^ word of God/' If you negleft Aut 
your boundenb duty, you will have effect 
tualiy eenttibttted to expel Chriftiafiity 
from her iafl: citadeL And r^membd*^ 
that the d^mty ef the work to which ybo. 
we ealled, is no lefa than that of pre« 
ferying the ark of the Lord. 

* Ezeklely zxxiii. 6. 
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CHAP. JL ... .: ..uqn^ 

Ofiihe education of 'u)(mm.'^T^ef refill 
' Jyftem lends to ejtablijh the errors which 
it ought to^ correal. — Dangers afijing^fioik 
an exceffive cultivation of the arts • 

It is far from being the objeft of this 
flight work to offer a regular plan of 
femde education, a tafk which has hted 
aftcn tiiore properly aflumctf l)y fer iiytdt' 
writers ; but it is intended rafheSf id fiig*^ 
g6ft a few retnarks on the rdgnihg niode, 
which; though it has had many panegy- ' 
rills, appears to he defeftive, not only in a'' 
few particulars, but as a general fyftem. 
"nicre are indeed huiiiberlefs honourable- 
exceptions to an obfcrvation which will be ' 
thought fevere J yet the author queftibtiV 
if it be not the nif utal and direft tendency' 
of the prevailing and-popular fyft^, to^' 
ezKrite and ■■ promote thrfe Very ^ defefti - 
' - which 
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which it ought to be the main end and 
ol]^e£l of Chriftian education to remove ; 
whether, inftead of direding this important 
engine to attack and A^ikiy *uanityy/elfijh^ 
nefi.^ and incmjSderationj that triple alliance 
iif Knflt and conftant league againft female 
virtue J i^c combined powers of inflrudion 
are hot feduloufiy confederated in con- 
firming their ftrength and eflablifliing their 
empire? . . .5 

,r If indeed tihe; material fubflance ; if tb^ 
body^, andt Kmbs, with th^ organs ajid 
fenfejy be reaUy the mof e yaluable pbj^ 
of, a^tentiQi^ then there is Uttle foon> for 
aiuipadverfion and , imprpv^rnent : but if 
t£e immaterial and immortal mind ; if ^he 
heart y '* out of which , a?e th^ . ifliies of 
" life/* be the main concera; if the 
gre^tbufmeis of education.be to implanit 
i4<^asy.tp qommunicate knowledge, to, fo^n^ 
acprref): tafte. and a found judgment, tp; 
refifli.QyUi.propenfi and, above ali, xs^S 
f(^e thj^^i^youra^ (eafon for tniufing pnn^ . 
c^|)l^ ^d^^i^p^flpfing b^ita>;if ediicatioa- 
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he a icbool to fit us for life, and life be il 
khool td fit lis fi3t eternity j ^fUch, 1 fti- 
p<gat it, be the qhkf wdtk ^d gratid^rnds of 
educltion^ it m^J then be w^fe {ii({aiHttg 
how far theJTe end^ ai-e likely to be tSk&€d 
by the ptevailitig fyfteni. 

It is not a fondamental eirdr to cotfid^ 
fchildren as innocent beifrgs, vifhole little 
*reakneffe$ may perhaps want fbme cor* 
redion, rather than as beings who bring 
Into the world k CdflCupt nature and evil 
difpofitiotis^ Xirhich it fhonld be the great 
Wkd of education to tedify t This appears 
to be fueh ^ f6Undation-truth) that if 
I were alk^d 5^hat quality is moft im*^ 
l^tant in an inft]li£b«lr of youth^ I ihouid 
"ttot helitate tb rtpXy^ fuch -i-JiroHg if^ 
frejfi^n tf the totrkpHdn ^ mf^ naitit^y it's 
foouid infur^ a Aiffofition fo iffMietail k; 
Jogetker withjkck a deep ifiew and tb$rev^h 
knGwUdj^ of ibi human hedf^^ 4i Jh&utd 
he netejfarf for develofing and tantroking its 
tnxfifetrtt and tampUcated wprhngSm And 
kt US remember tha$ to ktmo pke tiMdd^ 
1.1 at 



^ it i$ called, that 18, to know it& local 
liwmers, temporary ufage^, andevaneiceitt- 
fiySiipiis, is not to know human uait^r^ : and 
that w^cre this prime knowledge is wanN 
ibg, thofe natural' evils which ought to be 
counterafted will he foftered. 

Vatfuty, for inilance, is reck;oi3ied among 
die light and venial errors of youth j, nay* 
lb- far from being treated as a dangerous 
iRiemy, it is oftea called in as an auxiliary. 
At worfty it is confidered as a harmlefs 
weaknefs, which fubtra£is . little from the 
value of a charafter ; as a natural eff^^ 
v^fcencc, which will fubfide of itfelf, wfien 
the firft ferment of the youthful paffions 
fhall have done working. But thofe know 
littld"of the conformation of the humaiji 
and efpecially of the female heart, who 
fency that vanity is ever exhaufted, by the 
mere operation of time and events. Let 
thofe who maintain this dpinion look into 
our places of public refort, and there bfe- 
hoM tf the ghoft of departed beauty is not 
1:6 its laft flitting fond of haunting the 
icenes of its paft pkafujre^ : the foul, uh- 
•"* VOL. I* F willing 
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wiHing (if I ihiy<borrow*ian aSufiiO|iT^t>fl| 
ihfe i^latbnic ihythology) to .^ijiint^ fpojt^ 
m ■: which the " bddy enjoyed ^ .its fpl^ni^ 
d^btt, ftill tonriftues to hover; ^qut tbg 
&03)b phce, though the fame ples^fur^^il 
no bnger to be found there^ rDifappoint^ 
mints ihdeed majr divert vtoity into _at 
l^e^ dire9:ion ; prudenbe inay preveWriBt 
from breaking out into excefflesv andragfi 
mdy ptbVe that it is •* vekadon of fpirit j^^. 
bat neither difapp6intmeht, priidencc^ nfc* 
Sge can cure it; for they do hot eorreS 
the principle. Nay, the very difappointi 
fecht itfeif feiAres as a painful- eVideftce ef 
its protrafted exiftefitei . ^ 

Since then there is a fe^on ^hfcn the 
youthful inuft ceafe to be youngs wd^h^ 
beautiful to eirite adtnii-ation J to learn ho^ 
to grow old gracefully ii pethaps one of the 
rareft and mod valuable arts which can be 
taiightib \^oman. -And it muft be confeffed 
it is a moft fevdre trial to be called to lay 
d^wn beauty, for thofe who have ripthiflg 
cile to take up; - It is hst this fober fea- 
fon of life that education fhoiild Isfy tip it^ 
9 rich 



Hfeh VBfet*d*§. ^ ifovrev^r difr^arS^ they 
iteai5^ ^terto have: Meiij, they tvift -te 
v^tlt^ !ibW4 When admirers felliway^ 
ifild flatterers become mute, the mifid >B»ift 
bfr drlviii to retire into itfelf, and if it finci 
h^ etite^sUhment at home, it will be.driven 
feaek iigain upon the world with increafed 
fbree. Yet forgetting this, do we n^ 
feem to educfare our daughters, exclunveiyi 
for the tranfient period of youth, when it 
& to piaiturer life we ought to avert ? Do wa 
nbt educate them for a crowd, forgetting 
thit they are to live at home? for the world, 
ted not for themfelves? for fliow, and not 
for ufe ? for time, and not for eternity ? . , 
Vaiiity (and the fame may be £iid of 
felfiibiiefs) is not to be refifted like any 
other vice, which is fometimes bufy and 
fbmcstimes qpiet ; it is not to be^ attacked 
al? a -fmgje fault, which is indulged in 
bppbfition to a fingle virtue; but it is 
mttiformly to be controlled, as an adive, a 
felHefe, a growing principle, at conftant 
wjir with all the Ghriftian gt^aces; which 
-' I ' . Pa- not 



1$ on ifufi ^wHSiiaTsi 

loi^^.^Uv^ tQ.$|ti9.9UiIue of ^j;epuiiaup% 

la^luuit qi]Jteufbi3^itingi th^v** credit ;< but 

fully f^og^ b^. . [flatlcsyi aii4 maiihed atteU'^ 
liopSr l^o^ ^ '^w . ^peribn^ of xoproi cbaa prdi- 
|uuc;[ fharadbn; j»ad thus, tiU :they are : 
dti^fn. tOi Ij^tigo.. their, hioldv continue to 
prop a falling fame. 

On -the other baai)» th^re: aie not 'wait- 
ings 'wpmen^ jdtflwdttoQ^.ofiyery correal 
* generaL^sondud,, and^ofnaqrxliiiary.fenfe 
9nd virtue^ who, confiding ^ith a high 
wind' on what tb^y toa confidently cali 
the ittfegrity of tb^ir- vwn hearts ; anxious 
to ' defervc a good fame on the oii0 ^ 
h^dv by a Hfe free from reproach, yet? ■ 
fecretly too defirous on the bther of! 
fecuring >a tMorldly and faftaon^blfe re^ - 
putation^)' while i^eir general aiib^iaie^ -^ 
are pevfpns of 'hcai^ufs^ a^d theii*: gene^ ^^ 
^l i;efQrt place$>of faiety jyet ;yyk>w theaoMif^ 
•: • fclves 



natoigW'^rgtes of revelry an<l gam^i^. ' 
in?^ tioiift^i 6f ' no hoiioutable ^imatUm^; * 
aodvthus bdp to keep' up dtaradei'i^, 
tidbidh^ vitbout tbeU* ifiaftaimtlg hand^^' 
would fmk td th«r juft l*?el of contcmjlt * 
and repi^batton. WMte- tljey- are hold- * 
jngTiouli this phuDk td a..dft>wning repti* 
tattoo^ TathoTv it is to be feureid^ fbewiiig 
tMr -own ftrwgil^ th?^. a^fting an- 
ptfaer's we^np&y they val«^ i^emfelves, - 
p^aqpSfc on mt jwtaking of the worft 
p^itta of the amufements which may be ' 
paiifrying cmj but they £ui£tion them by 
th^Lf prefencg} they lead their counte- 
naaice to coFiuption^ they ihoiM abhor, 
•and their eisample to the young and ineso 
peitenceds who; are looking about &>r 
foijie fuch fandion to juftify them in 
thaA to/«ihich they were befpre mcMned, 
but.-w^qitQo t^mid tp^ hay^ veiUuifed upou 
without, the proteQion of ftioh. unfulli^d 
names» Yhua thefe refpe^bJechara^eirs, 
wiihptt^ looiing^ - to the general; confe- 
rs::/;: quences 



qaenccrci their indifcmtbi^q ar&>thot3gbu 

n^e^ 'the. tnro^ fenca Vfhldai ih^ld evtf 
fefMitate tiii^^i ?vet^ diffe»nt ioH^ dlfociety^ 
.Md &re bedon^g a( kind of litihatara;! link 
Jb^meett vice' and virt^^ * 

^Thete feagitifs deceptiori which even 
fMon$ of'TeputatiDn pik^Hfe dtt theirt- 
felv^*. They loudly condemh viie ^ad 
StegUtarity as an abftrad jirihctple ; nayy 
they ftigmatiste them in perfofts of an opi* 
J>6fite party, ch^ iii th6fe 'from* whom thciy 
tlreittfelves Ha*d-fi* profpeflf '^f perfonal 
advantage or amufement, and in whom 
therefore they liaVe no particular inteteft 
to tbierate e\iL But the fame difordew 
are viewed without abhorrence when prao- 
fifed by thofe Who in any way minifter to 
fl^er picafures. Refined eritei'tafnments, 
Jtixurious decorations, feleft nlufic, whaif* 
tv^r futniihes any delight rare and exqtii- 
fite to the fehfes, thefe foften the feverky* 
of criticifm^' thefe palliate- ftis, ^tni(h 
oveir the flaw$^,of k brokai cfcatS^efi^ mid 

'• ^ extort 



esfqcjb'tiot^ e p^doit; : -oiieteiy^i * but. ^jaC^ 
cWioPt^wWe^fUKjer intimacy. If. "^^^ ipc«a* 
r|^^*b^-:V«ilL;Bot, perba|>S5 go all tJiA 
l^tb-olLvia^icatipg the difr^put^ble yioe^ 
feMI . tk^i :^eft :to iJifbelijey^ itS; exiftepqe 
in the individual inftance^ or, failing :i4 
t^«, they. wiU bury its acknowledged tur^ 
pi^de in tliis feducing quallti^ of thje, 
^l^eabJ^ delinquent. Talents of every 
kind aj-^tQQoAdered as ^ conunuiation fw. 
a&W:vices ^>^d;fuch talents are node a pa£^ 
port ta inu-oduce into honourable focietjr 
diiar^aers whom their profligacy ought to 
exclude from ,it» . . . : 
j; Butrth^.gr^t.ob^ea tqwhjchiYQu, wlip 
^j^ or may .be mothers, are more efpe- 
ci^ly called, is the education of jonr 
j?J}ild[ren. . Jf we are reiponfible for the 
i^fl3,of influence in the cafe of thofe oyey 
.li^Jjpm we have no immedifite control, , in 
t^e cafe of our children we arp rqfponfibic 
for, the e^jprcile of acknowledged :/w'4'f:> 
^power wide in its extent, ind^nite iti itif 
tS§^% ?»ft4jJje%*,^}p.}n ju ifppoxta?^ 
nf.^v:.:. On 



[(Qa i^uv depi^od in lio^ttidl-v degree tlie 
f fiiicipk^ of <ihe ^ ^bok^-ii^g ^^n^fafUaa* 

.H^ijt^ft 6xcl%;v£,vely committed j-^dim^^^ 
jf^rtaia age, |p you^aUb -is coarigp€d ih^ 
|»ighty privUog^ of Arming the hearts 
^^ minds- of your infant fons« ' jpty tbq 
bkHmg 4^ God pq. the: principles, you 
jJiaU, as far*. as k depends on ypiv infitfe 
into both fons and daugfat^rs, they will 
liereafter " arife and caU you bleffed;^ 
Ajad ia the great dajr of geoeral. account, 
fnay ;^very.Qbri{lian mother be eoahl^d 
through divine grace to fay, with huoiljlc 
tponfidenee, to her Maker- and; Redeemer, 
f^ Behold the children whom ^ou haft 
« given mei'? ' 

Chriftiamty, driven out from the reft 
pf the world, has ftill, Weffed.be God! 
a ^ ftrong hold" in this coentry. And 
though it be the fpecial duty of the ap- 
pointed ^^ watchman, «<?w that he feeth 
^^ ihe fword come upon the land, to 
^^ blow the trumpet and warn* the people, 

^' which 



^^^^hkhit'ht negleft i^^b; tharU^di 
** ihaH ' Be - r^uired of tlie watchiiikttfs 
"^^ hand * :'^: yet, in.this Tacred garrifcto^ 
ifftpregndble btii ^by 'liegkB^ Yott too h^e 
an ftirfia Jioft, that' of *&rHiitt$' Ad 
tturids of the rifittg genet^atlem with Ihe 
*^ fliield of faith,, wheteby they 'fliall' bt 
** able to quenth ttie fiety dam of i^d 
^ tvickedj^' that of girding them m\\i 
*^ that fjjrord of,! the Spirit which' is' th^ 
« word of Ood.'^ If you negl^ fti* 
your' boundeu duty, you wili have«ff«> 
tually i^ontribtited to expel GhrifUamty* 
from her lafi: citadel* And r^memb^^^ 
that the dIgRky of the work to whi<ih yba: 
ate ealled, is no left than that of pri* 
fcrying the ark of tha Lord. 

* Easekiel, zxxiii. 6, 
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i^ /^i? education of 'vOmen.—^Bepr'S^ 
'jf^em lendi to ejiablijh the errors which 
it ought ta^correS.— Dangers arijingfrom 
an excejftve cultivation of the arts. 
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It is far from being the objeft of thiV 
iltght work to bffef a regular plan of 
female education, a tafk whicli has beerl 
offen more properly aflumedftJy fiir JitleK 
wVifers ; but it is fritettded rathei^ id fffg* 
gtft a few retriarks on the reigning niode, 
wWch; though it has had many panegy- 
rills, appears tolte defeftive, not only in a ' 
fe^ particulars, but as a general fyftem. 
There are inaeed hurtiberlers honourable 
cjDciptions to an obfervatibn whicli Will b^ ^ 
thought fevetef yet the author queftioris' 
if it be not the nifuTal and direft tendency' 
of the prevaiiii^ and popular fyftpm, tO'^ 
exkrite and ' prombtt tbofe Very ^ 3efe^' 
' - which 



ON TMB EDU^ATjipN pF WOMEN. 6j 

which it ought to be the main end and 
objefl of Chriftian education to remove ; 
whether, inftead of direding this important 
engine to attack and deft toy nyanityyfelfjh^ 
neft^ and incpn^deratioHy that triple alliance 
in ftrifi and c6n(lant league againft female 
virtue j t|ie combined powers of inftruSion 
are hot feduloufly confederated in con- 
firming their ftrength and ellablifhing their 
empire? . ■ -i 

. If indeed t^ie material fubftance ; if ^ 
body and limbs, with the organs and 
fepfe;, be reaUy the nux-.e valuable c^je^ 
of at^tention,^ then there is little room ior 
ammadyeriion and iniprovement : but if 
the immaterial and immortal mind \ if the 
heartj 'f out of which a^-e the iflues of 
" lifq/* be, the main cpn^em j if thp 
great. bufmeis of education.be to implanit 
i4easy tp communicate knowledge, to fotn^ 
a cprred tafte; and a found judgment, to- 
refid evil .propenfities, and, above all, &>: 
feize the favourable leafon for mfufmg prtn^^ . 
ci{^ ;^d ^confirming h^its ^ if edncatjoa*- 
'"■'. '" ' ^ be 



64 * ^^ **ts i*tt<SAtifiNr 

t^ a fchbol to fit us for life, and life be i 
khocA td fit UB Hbf eternity ) tf Aich, t te^** 
pe^t it, be At diitf wotk azid ghiiid4mds of 

how izT thefe eml^ a^e likely te be e&ded 
by the prfcraUiiig fyfteW. 

It is not a fundamental errbr to cobfidef 
fchildren as innocent beii!rgs, \»^hofc little 
*rcakneffes may perhaps waiit f<3mc cor* 
re£lion, rather than as beings who bring 
Into the world k Cdftupt nature and evil 
difpofitiotid^ lirhich it fhonld be the great 
«ttd of education to te^fy P This appears 
^ to be fticb i fouiid^tion-truth, that if 
i were alked A^hat quality is moft im^ 
l^yrtant in an inftmdor of yoUth^ I fliouid 
laot hefitate to r^ly y /uc6 d-^rohgim^ 
'preffien if the tt^rkpiidti bf mt nt^tite^ as 
foouid injure a difpofttion to iaUMetail U; 
together withjxich a deep i)iew and fherougb 
knowledge of ibe humkn bedti^ 4s Jhould 
be netejfar'j for developing and unlrolling its 
mq/ifecret and complicated wakings. And 
let us remember that to knew tie xsMld^ 
ti at 
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las it is called, that is, to know its local 
matmen, temporary ufages, andevanefcera. 
fafiuons, is hot to know human fiature : and 
that ^hcrre this prime knowledge is wanN 
mg, thofe natural' evils which ought to be 
counterafted wiU be foflered. 

Vairity, for inftance, is reckoned among 
the light and venial errors of youth^ nay^ 
fb fer from being treated as a dangerous 
eiiemy, it is often called-in as an auxiliary. 
At worfl:, it is confidered as a harmlefa 
weaknefs, which fubtrafls little from the 
value of a charafter ; as a natural effein 
vefcence, which will fubfide of itfeli, wlfien 
the firft ferment of the youthful paffions 
fhall have done working. But thofe know 
little "of the conformation of the humaqi 
and efpecially of the female heart, whd 
fancy that vanity is ever exhaufted, by tb« 
mere opeiation of time and events. Let 
thofe who maintain this dpinion look into 
our places of public refort, and there bfe- 
hold if the ghoft of departed beauty is not 
to its laft flitting fond of haunting the 
fcenes of its paft pleafure$ : the foul, uh- 
'"* VOL, I* F willing 
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ibrvbichr jthd'b&dy-vftii^yed./Us fefcme^ 

fiffaie^plfetcet thpi^gh the fame pleafur^arq 
no bnger to b^ found therei Difappoint* 
mehts ihdeed may diverl v^ty jnto a 
tyUfr direaion; prudenfcc may prevent it 
fycfta breslking out into excefies, andrage 
Shif ptbVe that it h " Vekation of fpirit ;^* 
btrt neither difappointmeht, prudence/ nbfl 
^e can cure it j for they do hot cbrreS 
t^e' principle. Nay, the very dilappoint-t 
liikeht itfeif fehre^ as a painful evidence of 
its protraded exiftetice^ 
* Since then there is a feiifon 'vvhfcn the 
youthful muft ceafe to be youngs and the; 
beautiful to ekcite adtnitation^ to learn how 
to grow old gracefully i^ pcthaps one of the 
rareft and molt valuable arts which can be 
taiight „tb Woman. Arid it muft be confcffed 
it is a moft fev^re trial to be called to lay 
down beauty, for thofe ^ho have rib thing 
dfe to take up; - It is £br this fober fea- 
fon of life that education fhoiild lafy tip it^ 
9 rich 



HchVBl&«d*8. ' Ho^ difregard^itKiy 
iiiijf -ft^hertio have; b^iai^ they tvifl jb^ 
wsitife^d now* When admirers fell iway^ 
?fid Batterers become mute, the mifid ^>B»ift 
be drlvisn to retire into itfelf, and if it ikid 
h^enWrtdiiiment at home, it will be driven 
back again upon the world with increafed 
fbree. Yet forgetting this, do we 1H)$ 
feem to educate our daughters, exGlufivel^ff 
iPor the tranfient period of yoiith, when it 
& to inaturer life we ought to avert ? Do wd 
Abt educate them for a crowd, forgettiag 
thit they are to live at home? for the world, 
&nd not for themfelves^ for ibow, and not 
for ufe ? for time, and not for eternity ? -. . 
Vanity (and the fame may be laid of 
felfiflmefs) is not to be refilled like any 
other vice, which is fometimes bufy and 
fometimes quiet ; it is not to be> attacked 
z's a -fmgle fault, which is indulged in 
bppofition to a fingle virtue; but it is 
mniformly to be controlled, as an adive, a 
tciHefe, a growing principle, at conftant 
Wjir with all the Ghriftian graces j whifih 
• : ' . Pa not 



^ ON Tflg EDt5rCAT10K 

Hot only mixes itfelf with aH> 8uf fatitt*^ 
but infinuates itfelf into all 'oiir virtuei^ 
too; andwitl, if not checked eflfedually, 
fbh out beft aftk)ns' of tlteir re\*anl« 
Vanity, if I may ufe thfe analogy, k, with 
irefpeijl to the other vices, what feelitig 
is in regard to the 6ther fenfes ; k is not 
confined in its operation to the eye, of th^ 
car, or tiYiy * fiffgle organ, bnt difFiifed 
throtrgh the "Whole being, alive in every 
pirt, awakened and communicated by the 
flighteft touch. ..... .. 

Not a few of the'evfis of the prefetit day 
arifefrbm tL new land perverted application 
of t^ntts: among thefe, perhaps^, there 1^ 
nbt one more abufed, mifnnderftocJd, or 
mifepplled, than the term' accomplijhmentr.^ 
This word in its original meaning fignifies 
completenefs^ perfeElton. But I may fafely 
appeal to the obfervation of mankind j. 
whether they do not meet with fwarms df 
youthful females, iffuing from our boatd*- 
ing fchool^, as well as emerging from thi 
more private fcenes of domeftic educatiort'. 



ivho are .introduced into the- world, under 
the .bread and univerfal title of accompli/bed 
young ladies^ oi all of whom it eanuot very 
truly and correftly be pronounced, that 
they illuft rate; the definition by a complete- 
nefs which leaves nothing to be added, and 
a'perfedion.which leaves nothing to be 
dcfired. 

This phrenzy of accompliflirftenl;p, oft- 
happily) is- no longer reftri'fted within the 
uftial limits of - rank and fortune ; the 
middle orders have caught the contagion, 
and it rages downward wirh increafing 
:and deftrufkive violence, from the elegantly 
dreffed but flenderly portioned curate's 
daughter, to the equally fafliionable daugh- 
ter of the little tradefman, and of the more 
opulent but not -more judicious farmer* 
And is it not obvious, that as far as this 
epidemical mania has fpread, this very va- 
luable part of fociety is declining in ufe^ 
fiilnefs, as it rifcs in its unlucky pretenfions 
to eleg2«ice ? ' till this rapid revolution of 
$i^ manners of the middle qlafe has fo far 
• • f 3 altered 
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^^aketfed the charafter of the age^ asr to h6 in 
X^damger of rendetiilg obfolete the heretofore, 
^^ttarnmon faymg, ^ that mbft wbtth iand 
*4* Virtue axe to be found in the triiddfe fta- 
l^* 'tion.*' For I do not fcruple to affert, 
'r-that m general, as far as my Kttle obfei- 
•vation has extended, this clafs of females, 
in what relates both to religious knowledge 
and to praflical induftry, falls ihoi't both 
of the very high and the very low. Their 
new CQurf^ of education, and th^ habits of ^ 
. life and elegance of drefs connefted with it, 
peculiarly ynfits thepci for the aftive duties 
of their own v^ry important condition; 
while, with frivolous qagemefs, ?ind fecond- 
hand opportunities, they run to fnatch 
a few of thofe 0iowy acquirements which 
decorate the great. This is done appa- 
rently with onp Of other of thefe views; 
cither to make their fortune by marriage;, 
pr if that fail, to qualify them to beqomq 
teachers of others: hence th^ ab\mda.nt 
njultiplication ot fupcrficial wives, and 
af incompetent and illiterate gove^nefljes,. 
... . ' The 
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Tlbeji^ifeiOf the pencilji the performanofepf 
^q^ui^^^but unneceOary wcu'k^, the ftudj 
f)£ fyz.^ffi languages and of mufic,^ reqvijr^ 
(with fom,e . exceptions which fhouU-alr 
.^^ays be made in fevour of great natural 
geftiua) a degree of leifure whjch belongs 
exfJufively to affluencf*. . Qno ufe^of 
learning languages is, not th^t we m^y 
.};:aow what the terms which exprefs the 
articles qf our 4refs and our table are called 
. in Prench or Italian; nor that we na^y 
think over a few ordinary phrafes in Eng- 
liih, and then tranilate them, without one 
foreign idiopi; for he who cannot /i&/;ii|B 
in a language cannot be (aid to underftaod 
it : but the great ufe of acquiring any foreign 
. language is, either that it enables us oc- 
cafionally to cpnve^fe with foreigners, unac- 
quainted with any other, or that it is a key 
^ to the literature of die country to which it 

* Thofe among the dafs in queftion, whofe own 
' good fenfe leads them to avoid thefe miftaken jpur- 
{tilts, canitot be offended at a reproof which does n^t 
.Jj^Kkmf.io them, 

F 4 l^elongs y 
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b^langB^ -And flhofe ^mibler femal^^ th)e 
chief part of whofe tk^ek itqirircdfoTdiOT 
tncftic offices, are IJtde likely to fidl mthe 
way of foreigners; arid fofer from enjoying 
opportunities for the acquifitidn of'foreigft 
literature, they havie feldom time to poffefe 
themfelves of much of that valuable know- 
ledge Vrhich the books of their own country 
fo -abundantly furnifli; ^nd the acquifitioi^ 
of which would be fo much more ufeful and 
honourable than the paltry acceffions they 
make, by Tiamme^ring out the meaning of a 
few paffages in a tongue they but imper- 
feftly underftand, and of which they are 
likely to make no ufe. 

It would be w'ell if the refleftion how 

eagerly this redundancy of accomplifli- 

ments is feized on by their inferiors, were 

to operate as in the cafe of other abfurd 

falhions ; the rich and great being feldom 

.lirpught to renounce any modeor cuftom, 

-from the. mere conTideration that it is pr«- 

-pofterouSi, or that is wrong; while rfiey 

are frightened into its immediSite rettnquiffi? 

. ment, 



ftiS'i^^^ip are'begihi^ing W adopt it. ' ••^- / 
'^'^ti¥,' to Tfetuni to that more eleviieJff' 
aitia, oh ficcount of their more extended' 
WflUence only, that more important cl^ 
of females, to whofe ufe this little worfc 
is- 'tn6re ' immediately dedicated. Somi? 
popular authors, on the fubjefl: of female 
inftruftion, had for a time eftablifhed ^ 
fatitlftic code of artificial manners. They 
had refined eloquence into infipidity, frif- 
tered do»^n delicacy into frivoloufnefs, aWl 
-redueed manner into minau'deric. B6fc 
'•* to'lifp, aind to amble, and to nick-name 
" God's creatures,*' has nothing to tfo 
Vft^ "true "gentiencfs of mind ; and to be 
lilly makes no necdfTary part t)f foftnefs. 
Another 'cfefs of xrotemporary authors 
turned all the force of their talents^to OiX- 
cite emotitmsjtoiiifpiTeJenHmeni, and to re- 
duce- all 'mental and 'moral excellence ifito 
yymphthj'^xii Reeling. ' Thcfe fofter qualities 
-^were elevated"at the; expence of principle ; 
jlhjd young'X^'bnien wereinccfT^tiy^nearMg 
"• ' unqua- 
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3^ifl<|aaQfied'^fenribiti(7 esctoUed^lK Uh6.|iert. 

-iedioa of their natwej- tilt tSiofe >t«ho 

^^teilif poflelTed this amiable . qu^y^' iaftead 

'>ii}f dire&ing, and chaftifing, and - ^ftr laJAr 

b.TOg Jt, were in danger of foft^ridg it, to 

-ntheir hurt, and began to confider them- 

ifclves. as-deriving their excellence from its 

* Gesoeefs ; while thofe lefs interefting damfds, 

;iJ^ho happened nqt to find any of this aini<* 

. able fenfibility in their >&^^r/^, but thought 

it credible to b^ve it fomewhere, fsineied 

its feat was in the nerves f ^JiaiA here 

•indeed it was eafily found or feigfie4 i 

'till a falfe and exceflive difplay c^ £^ng 

^become fo predominant, as to bring in 

queftion the aftual exiftence of that true 

tender nefsp without which, though a wo- 

inan may be worthy, flie can never be 

'amiable. 

-''' Fafiiian then, by one of her fudden and 

rapid turns, inftantaneo^fly ftruck oi^t 

both real fenfibility and the affedation of ir 

from the (landing lift of female perfeftions;; 

' and, by a quick touch of her magic wan^, 

ihifted 
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J(Ip6^alh6t&eiie, aiul >at?-dnce iprodiWBd 

?Htbe iifild aftd iQdependem beauty^ tbef|tt< 

ivttfepid^ female, the hoyden, the huntreft, 

•aOid; the. archer ; the fwinging arm§> the 

ccaifidcnr addrefs, the regimental, r,aiid 

.:the four-in-hand. Such felf-compbodnt 

1 heroines made us ready to. regret tbdr 

.ibfter predecefTors, who had aimed only: at 

^fkqfing the other fex, while thefe afpiring 

. :^r ones (Iruggled for the bolder renown 

' 'S>ii rivoHing t^em; the proje^ foiled; 

:£br, !wher^s the former had fued for ad- 

jniration, the latter challenged, feizisd, 

compelled it; but the men, as was natu« 

. ral^ continued to prefer the more modeft 

claimant to the fturdy competitor. 

It were well if we, who have the advan- 
tage of contemplating the errors of the 
two extremes, were to look for truth where 
,(he is commonly to be found, in the plai^ 
and obvious middle path, equally remote 
• from each excefs ; and, while we bear, in 
mind that helpleffnefs is not delicacy, let 
ys alfo remember that mafculine manners 
do not neceffarily include ftrength of 

character 
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^dbarader nor vigour of intelieft* Should 
flftFe not reflect alfoj that we are neither 
iti>train up.Amazoxs near Ctrcaflians, but 
that it k oift J>ufine& to form -Chiiftians ? 
<hat we have to educate not only rational, 
■but accountable beings ? and, Temember- 
Jng this, fliould we not be folicitous to -let 
our daughters^ learn of the #dl*taught,and 
^afl^6ciate with the wetkbred? In training 
them, fhould we not carefully cultivate in- 
-t^lleft, implant religion, and* cherifli rrto- 
defty ? Then, whatever is engaging in 
manners would be thfe ^natural reftflt of 
wliatever is- juft in fentirhent, and correft 
in principle ; foftnefs would grow out of 
humility, and external delicacy would 
•fpring frbm purity of heart: then the de- 
icbrums, theproprieties,- the elegancies, and 
^e^^en the graces, as far as 'they are fimple, 
•iflure, and hbneft, would follow as an 
.aknoft liievitaLble confequence; for to fol- 
•fow in the train of the Chriftian virtues, 
iand not to- take the lead of them, is the 
proper place which religion affigns to the 
g^races. 

Whether 



Wfethet «re have made- the beft ufcrdf 
the' arrors 'of :our predecefforsy and of o w 
c«^ numberlefe advantages, and whetheir 
th^ prevailing fyftem be really- confifteiflr. 
with found policy, true feftei or illhriftiatt 
ptineiplcj it may be worth our while to 
inquire. u. 

Would not a ftrangcr be led to^imagine^ 
by a view of the reigning mode of female 
edueationi^ that hui^fuux Hfe coniiftedofone 
univeFfiil holidiy^'ansti that the grand cofv^ 
f^il b^ween the feveral competitors waes^ 
\vh6lhould be moft eminently qualified tc^ 
exceH and carry off the prizt?, in the* 
various (hows arid 'games which were in* 
tended to be exhibited in it ? And to 
the exhibitors themfelves, would he not 
be ready to apply Sir Francis Bacon*i? 
obfervation on the Olympian viflors, that, 
they were fo excellent in -thefe unneceflarjr 
things, that their perfeftion muft needs^ 
have been acquired by the negleft of 
whatever was neceflary ?. 

What 
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'^J'^Ut wduM *^'^polifh6d Acfaifoii,- wiirf 
i!ft6tPght fhat dne gffett tod of a lady'k 
tetrnin^ io dante vas; Aat Ihe might 
J:fe)W how to fit ftffl graccfiilly; what 
*iftrld elnrti the Pagan hiftoriart* of the 
Srtftt Rointo conf|nratory who couid 
ddmmemorate it among the defedh of his 
ytb*d d'ttdniplrjhe'dnn&tthy « that flid was 
^'^bd gC^ d finger and dandsr forkvir^ 
•'-fu6us woman;** — ^what would thefc re- 
ilhed critics have faid^ had they lived as 
we have done,* to fee the art of dancing 
Kfted into fuch importance, that it cannot 
with any degree of fafety be confided to 
one inftruftor, but a whole train of fuc- 
ceffive mafters are cOnfidered as abfo- 
kitely effential to its perfeftion? What 
would thefe accurate judges of female 
manners hive faid, to fee a modeft young 
lady firft delivered into the hands of a 
military ferjeant to inftruft her in the 
fminine art of marching ? and when this 

* SalMi 

delicate 



'deU^t^^^p^ifiMpn is attained, tb fee .t^er 
tjanl&ferre^ t profcflTor, who is tb teacl^ 
her ; ||ie Scotch fteps; which protctCdjtjf 
having communicated his indifpenfabj^ 
portion of this indifpenfable art, mak^ 
tiray for the prdfeffor of French dancc3.^ 
and all perhaps, in thdt turn, either yieli 
to, or have' the honour tb co-operate Ttritb jf 
afiniihing • matter ; i^ch ptobably recelv*^ 
ing a ftipand which would make the piou^ 
curate or the learned chaplain tich and 
happy? 

. The fcieftce of mufic. Which ufed t<ji 
be communicated in fo competent a de- 
gree to a young lady by one able inftrudol*^ 
IS now diftributed among a whole band. 
She now. requires, not a mailer, but an 
orcheftra. And my country readers would 
accufe me of exaggeration were I to hazard 
enumerating the variety of mufical teachers 
who attend at the fame time in the fame fa- 
mily ; the daughters of which are fum- 
moned, by at leaft as many inftruments as 
the fubjefts of Nebuchadnezzar, to worlhip 
^ ' the 
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^e,;dql wlxich fa^on has.fet. up^ TJbfey 
yffX^ be.-iuaedulouft.wgre^I ta jptpduce^i 
TjjUiiuftaacQS,. ift whicb, the ddightcd rao* 
t^ has )>e^.n hcsu-d to. declare^ that the 
^^j^ of mafters of every art, ai^ tix^ (Uf«^ 
i^}:<^t mailers for various graLla.ti9Uf of t^«r 
Ijfn?^ art, f9llowe4 each oth^r m fuch clcffe 
a^^vTi^pid fucceiSoa during th^wh.Qib^Lofifj 
(jpn.refideace, that her girls ha4 oat^aiiiipr; 
meat's^ interval to look into a book ; no?: 
cjould (hcj contrive any method tp iaj:rodMQQ> 
one, till (he happily devifed the fcheme.oii 
reading to them herfelf for Ijfilf ao^hgur 
\(^c they were drawings, by whicj^ mgaiu^ 
no time was loft *. 

Before 

* Since the firll edition of this Work appeared, 

the author has received from a perfon of great erai- 

Mince the following ftatement, afcertaining tlic time 

employed in the acquifiuon of muiic in one inilance* 

As ^general calculation, it will perhaps be found to 

be fo far from exaggerated, as to be below the truth. 

The (latcnicnt concludes witli remarking, that the 

individual who is the fubjed of it U now married to a 

nian who dif.ihs mvftc ! 

Suppofc 
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Bdbrertfae ev3 is paft redrefs, it^tviB 
be prudent to refled that in all poKlheil' 
countries an entire devotednefs to the &at 
arts has been one grand Tource of the 
corruption of the women j and fo juftly 
were thefe pernicious confequences apprjs- 
ciated by the Greeks,, among whom theie 
arts were carried' to the higheft poffible 
perfection) that they feldom allowed them 
ia be cultivated to a very exquifite degree 
by women of great purity of charader. 
And if the amKtipn of an elegant Britiih 
lady fhould be fired by the idea that the 
accomplifhed females of thofe pollfhed 
ftates were the admired companions of the 
philofophers, the poets, the wits, and the 



Silppofe your pup3 to begin at fix years of age^ 
irttd to continue at the average of four hours .a^day 
onfyf Sunday excepted, and thirteen days allowed for' 
travelling annually, till fhe is eighteen, the flate 
{land thus ; 300 days multiplied by four, the num- 
ber oF hours amount to 1200; that number multi- 
plied by twelve, which is the number of yeaif, ' 
amounts to 14,400 hours ! 

VOL. u o artifts 
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iA6fi» of Athens^ and Aeii) bdnuty or 
talehts, fo mudh th6 &vourite fubjads df 
1S^ mufe^ the fyre^ the ptaidli^ ^M the 
^3^el^ that: their pSdures and ftaCu^s ^ufC 
l^ed the mofl: confummate models of 
"^^^recian art t if, I iay, the accomph^fhed 
females of our days arepantmg for fimilar 
tenown, let their niodefly chaftife their 
atnbirion, by recoUeding that thefc t^do- 
biated women are not to be found among 
the chafte mves and the virtuous daugh*- 
ters of the Ariftides's, the Agis's, and the 
Fhocions j but that they are to be fooked 
for among the Rirynes, the Ilais's, the 
Afpafias, and the Glyc^ras. I am perfuaded 
ihe truly Chriftian female, whatever be 
her tafle or her talents, will renounce the 
defire of any celebrity when attached to 
impurity of charader, with the fame noble 
indignation with which the virtuous bio<« 
grapher of the above-named heroes re- 
nounced any kind of difhbneft fame, by 
exclaiming, ** I had rather it fhould be faid 
*^ there never was a Plutarch, than that 
- *« they 
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^ they ihoidd lay Plutarch was midignatti 
^ unjuft, or envious *.** . : 

^ And while this corruption, brought ctt 
by an exceilive cultivation of the arts, hat 
contributed its full (hare to the decline 
gf ftates, it has always furnifhed aa hk^ 
fallible fymptom of their impending ti&i 
The fatires of the aoft penetrating aad 
judicious of the Roman poets, corroboraC* 
mg jthe tieftimonies of the moft accurate 
of their hiftorians, abound with invefiives 
againft the general depravity of mannera 
introduced by the corrupt habits of fe- 
male education. The bittemefs and groft 
indelicacy of fome of thefe (atirifts too 
grofs (to be either quoted or referred to)^ 
make Iktle againfi: their authority m diefe 
points ; for how fhocking muft thofe cor« 
tupdons have been, and how obvioufiy 
oflfenfite their caufes, which could have 

* No cerifure is levelled at the exertions of real 
genius^ which is as valuable as it is rare ; but at thi9 
abfurdity of that fyftem which Is erediog the wUt. 
fex into artlfls. 

o 2 appeared 
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appeared fo highly difgufting to minds fo 
edarfe as not likely to be fcand^ized by 
ffight deviations from decency! The fa- 
ifidus ode oF Horace, attributing- the vices 
iMftd difefters of his degenerate country to 
the fame caufe, might, were it quite free 
ftoia the above objeftions, be produced, 
I will not prefume to fay as an exaft pic- 
ture of the exifting manners of this coun- 
try ; but may I not venture to fay, as a 
prophecy, the fulfilment of which cannot 
l?e very remote ? It may however be ob- 
£tfved, that the modefly of the Roman 
fliatron^ and the chafte demeanor of her 
virgin daughters, which amidfl the ftern 
virtues of. the ftate were as immaculate 
2tBd pxire as the honour of the Roman ci- 
tizen, fell a fecrifice to the luxurious diffi- 
pation brought in by their Afiatic con- 
quefts ; after which the females were foon 
taught a complete change of charafter. 
They were inftrufted to accommodate their 
talents of pkafing to the more vitiated 
taftes of the other fexj and began to 

ftudy 



ftady^iiivery grace -and every m whidi 
imght captivate the exhaufted hearts, and 
excite the wearied and capricious inclinif^ 
tions of the rtien ; till by a rapid and if 
length complete enervation, the Roman 
charafter loft its fignatuTe,-and through'^ 
qtifck fucceffion of flavery, effeminacy, and 
vicei funk into that degeneracy of which 
ibme of the modern Italian ftates ferve to 
farrtifh a true juft fpecimen, . 

It is of the effence of human thing* 
that the fame objefls which are highly 
ufeful in their feafon, meafure, and de- 
gree, become mifchievous in their excefs, 
at other periods and under other circum- 
ftances. In a ftatc of barbarifm, the arts 
are anlong the beft reformers ; and theyr 
go on to be improved themfelves, and. 
improving thofe who cultivate them, til!, 
having reached a certain point, thofe 
very arts which were the inftruments 
of civilization and refinement, become 
inftruments of corruption and decay; 
enervating and depraving in the fecond 
ioftaace, by the excefs and univerfality of 
G 3 their 
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thdt cultivation, as certatnly as they re« 
fiacd in the firft* They become agents of 
nduptttouiise&. They exdte the imagin? 
atbni and the imaginatioii thus exdtedj^ 
aiid no longer under the government of 
flrift principle, becomes the moft dan- 
gerous ftimuhnt of the pai&ons ; promotes 
9^< tOQ keen rellfli for pleafure, teaching 
]low to multiply its fources, and invent- 
ing new and pernicious modes of artificial 
gratification. 

May we riot rank among the prefent 
eorrupt confequences of this unbounded 
cultivation, the unchafte cojium'e^ the im- 
pure ftyle of drefs, and that indelicate 
itatue*like exhibition of the female figure, 
which by its artfuUy-difpofed folds, its 
fccmingly wet and adhefive drapery, fo de- 
fines the form as to prevent covering itfelf 
fr6m becomiog a veil? This licentious 
piode, as the acute Montefquieu obferved 
on the dances of the Spartan virgins, ha^ 
taught us *• to ftrip chaftity itfelf of 
?^ piodefty." 

May 
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., JVIfiy t^e author be allowed to ^d^t/fb 
to oijwr own country and, our own citw 
cumftances, to both of which they feem 
peculiarly applicable, the fpirit of ttet 
beautiful apoftrophe of the moft polifhed 
poet of antiquity to the moft vifloricMis 
nation ? '^ Let us leave to the inhabitanjti^. 
^' of conquered countries the praife of 
^^ carrying to the very higheft degree 
*' of perfe£Hon, fculpture and the fifter 
** arts J but let this country direft her 
^^ own exertions to the art of govem- 
*^ ing mankind in equity and peace, 
^* of fhewing mercy to the fubmiffive, 
*' and of abafing the proud among fur- 
^' rounding nations *." 

* Let me not be fufpe£led of bringing into any 
fort of comparifon the gentlenefs of Britifh govern^ 
ment with the rapacity of Roman conquefts, or the 
tyrannical principles of Roman dominion. To fpoily 
to butchery and to commit every kind of yiolence» 
they call, fays one of the ableft of their hiftorians, by 
the lying name of governmenfj and when they have 
Ipread a general dcfolation, they call it peace (i), 

(i) Tacitut* Life of Agncola, fpeech of Oalgacut to hit 
6 4 With 
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With fuch diaatorial^ or, as we might now read, di* 
riSorial inquiiitors, we can have no point of contad^ ; 
ai^ if I have ap{>licd ^e fervik flatt;ery of a delightful 
pQ^t to the puipofe of Engli/hhappinefs, it was only 
tp fhew wherein true national grandeur confifts, and 
tKaf *cvcr^ country pays too dear a price for thofe 
arts and embellifhmcnts of fociety which endanger 
the lols of its morals and manners. 
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CHAP, m/ 

E^itevnal hnprov^menU — Children's Balls.^^ 
, French Governepst ,,. 

Let me not however be mifunderftood. 
The cuftoms which fafliion has eftabliflied, 
when not in direft oppofition to what is 
rights (hould unqueftionably be purfued 
in the education of ladies. Piety main- 
tains no natural war with elegance, and 
Chriftianity would be no gainer by making 
her difciples unamiable. Religion does 
not forbid, that the exterior be made to a 
certain degree the objeft of attention^ 
But the admiration beftoWed, the fums 
expended, and the time laviflied on 
arts, which add' little to the intrinfic 
value of life, (hould have limitations. 
While thefe arts fhould be admired, let; 
them not be admired above their jv^ft 
V^lue \ while they are praftifed, let it hot 

be 



b^ to the exclufion of higher employ* 
ments : while they are cultivated, let it be 
tp amufe leifure^ not to ^ngrcrfs life. 

But it happens unfortunately, that to pr- 
-dfttary obferver$, the girl who is really re* 
ceiving the word inftruftkm often makes 
the beft figure ; while in the more cor* 
reEt but lefs oflenfibie education^ tlm i^p 
wd fure foundations to which the edi^ei^ 
will owe Its ftrength and ftability lie out 
of fightr The oiitward accomplifements 
have the dangerous advantage of addrefi^^ 
iiig themfelves more imniedi4U;ely t^ the 
fenfes, and of courfe meet everywhere with ; 
thofe who can in fomc mcafure appreciate 
as well as admire th^em ; for all can fee 
and hear, but all cannot fcrutini^e and dif* 
criminate. External acquirements t9fi . 
recominend themfelves the more hecaufe 
they are more rapidly as well as mpreyi-- 
fitly progreffive ; while the mind is . led 
on to improvenient by AqW: mptic^s ^d 
imperceptible degrees; while the. h^t 
mud now be admoniihed by regrKJipfi ^pd 

now 



now allured % kindnefi^; its livelieft ^ 
VaUc^s behifg fuddenly impeded by obftif 
pacy, and its brighteft profpeds often ob- 
fcured by paffion ; it is flow in its acqiiifj- 
tioiife' of vii^be, and reludant in its ap- 
I^Waches to piety. The unruly and tur* 
biileftt propenfities of the mind are not fe 
pbcdient to the forming ha»d as defeflts of 
minner or awkwardnefs of gait. Oftea 
when we fiihcy that a troublefome paffion 
is completely cruflied, we have the mortj- 
fication to find that we have " fcotch*d tltf 
*« fnake, not killed it.'* One eviF temper 
ftarts up before another is conquered. The 
fubduhig hatid ■ cannot cut off the ^ver- 
Iprouting hcfads fo faft as the prolific Hy* 
di^ can re-producc them, nor fell the ftub^ 
bdm Antaeus fo often as he can recruit his 
ftreh^th, and rife in vigorous and repeated 
oppoffitfon. ■ ^ 

Hired teachers are alfo under a difad- ' 
■vintage Tefembling tenants at rack-rent j 
it is thirfr ihtereft to bring in an immediate- 
rdVentte of prs^ife aiid" profit, and, Torihe^ 

fake 
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feke of a prefent rich crop, ^thofe who 
arc Hot ftriftly confcientidifs, do iibt care 
|ibw much the ground is impoverifhed for 
fliture produce* But parents, who are the 
fords of the foil, muft look to permanent 

I tilue, ^d to continued fruitfulnefs. The 

beft eSe&s of a careful education are often 
Tiery remote j they are to be difcovered in 
liiture fcenes, and exhibited in as yet 
imtried connexions. Every event of life 
*rill be putting the heart into frefli fitu- 
dlions, ^nd making new demands on 
its prudence, its firmnefs, its integrity, or 
its forbearance. Thofe whofe bufinefs it 
is to form and model it, cannot forefee 
thofe contingent fituations fpecifically and 
diftinSly } yet, as far as human wifidoin 
iKvill allow, they muft enable it to prepare 
for them all by general principles, correft 
habits, and an unremitted fenfe of depend- 
ence on the Great pifpofer of events. 
The young Chriftian militant muft learfi 
and pradife all his evolutions, though he 
does not know on what fervice his leader 
may command him, by what particular 

foe 
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foe he Hiall be moft aiTailed, nor what mode 
of attack the enemy may employ. 

But the contrary of all this is the caJb 
with external acquifitions. The maftoft 
it is his intcreft, will induftrioufly inftruS 
his young pupil to fet all her improve- 
ments in the moft immediate and con- 
fpicuous point of view. To attraft ad- 
miration is the great principle feduloufly 
inculcated into her young heart; and is 
confidered as the fundamental maxim; 
and, perhaps, if we were required to con- 
denfe the reigning fyftem of the brllliani: 
education of a lady into an aphorifm, k 
might be comprifed in this Ihort fentence^ 
To allure and to Jhine. This fyftem how- / 
ever is the fruitful germ, from which a 
thpufand yet unborn vanities, with all their 
n^ultiplied ramifications, will fpring. A 
tender mother cannot but feel an honcft 
triumph in contemplating thofe talents in 
her daughter which will neceflarily excite 
admiration ; but ftie will alfo fliudder at the 
vanity that admiration may excite, and at 

the 



the new:ideas it will s^waken j aiid^ ftart& 
ling as it may fouadi the labours of a wife 
fiaothcr anxious fgr her daughter -$beA in- 
teiefts^ will feeni.to be at vafiaace with 
thpfe of all her teachers* She will indeed 
p^oict at her progrefs, but flie will rejoice 
with trembling J ,for (he h fully aware 
that if all poflible accompliflifflipixts could 
b€j bought at the price of a fingle virtue^ 
pf a fingle principle, the purchafe would 
be infinitely dear, and fhe would rejeftthe 
dazzling but deftrutlive acquifition. She 
knows that the fuperftrudure of the ac*- 
complifliments can be alone fafely ere^ed 
on tht broad and.folid bafis of Chriftian 
humility : nay more, that as the materials 
of which that fuperffrufture is to be com- 
pofed, are in themfelves of fo unliable and 
tottering a nature, the foundation muft be 
deepened and enlarged with more abund- 
ant care, otherwife the fabric will be 
overloaded with its own ornaments, and 
what was intended only to embellifli the 
building, will prove the occafion of its fall. 

* " To 



f^*»5T> cirery thing there is a feafdn, and 
*^ a time for every purpofe under heavea/' 
laid the \9ife man ; but he faid it before 
the invention of baby-balls ; an invention 
vibich has formed a kind of sera^ and a moil 
inaufpicious oae, in the annals of polifl^d 
j6dacatiop« This modern device is a fort of 
triple confpiracy againft the innocence, the 
healthy and the happinefs of children ; thus^ 
by feftitious amufements, to rob them of a 
fellfli for the fimplc joys, the unbought de- 
lights, whidh natutplly belong to their 
J)looming feafon, is like blotting out fpring 
from the year. To facrifice the true and 
proper enjoyments of fprightly and happy 
children, is to make them pay a dear and 
diljjroportionate price for their artificial 
pleafures. They ftep at once from the 
nurfery to the ball-room ; and, by a change 
of habits as new. as it is prepofterous, ate 
thinking of dreffing themfelves, at an age 
when they ufed to be dreffing their dolls^ 
Inftead of bounding with the unrellraincd 
13 free4om 



freedom of little wood-nymphs, over hill 
sod dale, their ch^ks fit(lhed with health, 
snd thdr hearts bverflowifig with happi- 
aefs, thefe gay' little creattffcs are fhut up 
all the morning, demurely praftifing the 
fUt grave, and tranfafting the fcrious bufi* 
nefe of acquiring a new ftep for the er-en^ 
ing with more cofl: of tithe and pains thatii 
it would h^ve taken them to acquire twenty 
new ideas. ! • 

■ Thus they lofe the amufements which 
naturally belong to their fmiling peribdi 
tod naturally anticipate thofe pleafures 
(fvch as they are) which would come* in, 
loo much of courfe, on their introdu£liou 
mto fafhionable life* The true pleafures 
of childhood are cheap and natural} for 
every objeft teems with delight to eyes and 
hearts new to the enjoyment of life j nay, 
the hearts of healthy children abound with 
a general difpofition to mirth and joy- . 
fiilnefs, even without a fpecific objeft to 
excite itj like our firft parent, in the 
8 world's 



>E4rotld's furft fpring, when all was new, and 
freih) and gay about him, 

they live, and move. 
And feel that they are happier than they know. 

Only furnifli them with a few Cmple and 
harjcnlefs materials, and a little, but not 
too much, leifure, and they will manufac- 
ture their own pleafures with more flcill, 
wd fuccefs, and fatisfaflion, than they will 
recdvc from all that your money can pur- 
tjtiafe. Their bodily recreations fhould 
lie fuch as will promote their health, 
Quicken their adUvity, enliven their fpirits, 
whet their ingenuity, and qualify them for 
their mental Wort, But, if you begin 
thus early to create wants, to invent grati- 
iications, to multiply defires, to waken 
<lormant fenfibilities, to ftir up hidden 
iires, you are ftudioufly laying up for your 
children a ftore of premature caprice, and I 
kTitabiMty, and impatience, and difcontent. ( 

While childhood preferves its native 
fimplicity, every little change is interefting, 
^cry gratification is a luxury ; a ride or a 

-fOL. !• H walk 
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: ivalk, a garland o£;flowerfi.a6facii owi fortit- 

vifag, a plant of herdwn cbltiyarfngf yriHhbe 

ba^ delightful amufem^nt to t, ch^d mnir 

ofiatyr^l ftate ;.fe»t thefe harmleftia^ i«fie- 

c.|TB(lxng recreations will be dull aad tafl(^Iefs 

-♦^toa fophifticateci little creature, nurfedja 

...fuch forced, and coftly, and vapid plea- 

r.fures. Alas I that we (hould throw away 

. ^his .firft gr^uid opportunity of workii^g 

into a praftical habit the moralof this jfn- 

portant truth, that the chief fqurce of .Jiji- 

, man difcontent ,i$. to be loob^d for>. fM>t in 

.-our real, but in. our fa6^tl94l^^waJ:^j{s 5 aot 

in the demands of nature, but in the inla- 

liable cravings of artificial defire I 

' ' When one fees the growing zeal to 

crowd the midnight ball with thefe: pretty 

fairies, one would be almoft .tempted to 

_ fepcy it was ^ kind of pious emulatxpa 

among the mothers to cure their j^n^nt8:Of 

a fondnef^ for vain and iFooli(b ple^fijq^s^ 

by tiring thepi out by this prc:?n?ttujre jfa- 

miiiarjty with them. And on^ KjpyW tt^e 

fp deiiious tp invent an excufe/pj'^aj^gr^c- 

tice 



tl«ei fo ine^cufable, that one w©ulil: 'be 

teady to 'hopd'that they were atkoatedrby 

ibmethffig of the fame principle whifchkd 

^Ae Spartans to introduce theil- fonsf^^lo 

keti€$ of^riotj that they might conceive 

art^cafrly difguft at vice! or pofHbly, -that 

thisjy imitated thofe Scythian mothers who 

\*ifed to |>liang€ their new-bom infants into 

iAe floods thinkiiig none to be ^orth fev- 

itig-^ho could not ftand.this earlyiftruggle 

"^ for then-lives : the greater part, indeed, its 

' it ittight have beencxpefted, perilhed ; but 

"the parents took comfort, that if many 

'#ere loft, the few who efcaped would be the 

ftronger for having been thus expofed ! 

To behold lilliputian coquettes, projedl* 

Vihgdipetfes, ftudying colours, afforting tib- 

'^ bands and choofing feathers; their little 

'^l^eatts beating with hopes about partners 

-'aifhl jfears about rivals; and ta fee their 

* J¥e& cheeks pale after the midnight fupper, 

^their aching heads and unbraced nerves, 

'^^iSifilualifying the little languid beings for 

i5Kf xiext day V talk ; and to heat the grave 

^^*' H 2 apology, 



xoo : children's^ balls. 

gipology, " that itis owbg to the wifte, the 
"..crowd,, the heated room of the laft 
*^ .night's ball i-' all this, I %, vould 
veallybteas ludicrous, if the mifchief of 
tiis. thing did not takjs of from the merri* 
Hient of it, as;^y of the rididulous and 
prepofterous dif^opqrtions in the (Avert- 
ing travels of Gaiptain Lemu^ Golliven 

• tJnder a juft impreffion of the evils 
which we are fuftaining from the prin- 
ciples and the praftices of modern France, 
we are apt to lofefight if ihbfe deep 
S(nd lailing mifchiefs which i(> long, fo 
Iregularlf, and fo fyftematicallyj we have 
been- importing from the fame country, 
though- in another form and under an- 
other government. In one refpeft, in- 
ideed, the firft were the more formidable, 
becaufe we embraced the ruin without fuf- 
perang it ; while we defeat the. malignity 
of the latter, by detefting the turpitude 
and defending ourfelyes againft it. This 
is not the place to.defcaiU on that levity of 

manners. 
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ftisnflersj tibat contempt oiF the Sabbiftg 
that fatal femUiarity with loofe prmciplesi' 
ind thofe relaxed notbos'of conjugal fiddi- 
Hty, which have often be'en tranfpTantett 
into this country by w5iig!feix of fafliion^ 
as a too common efFeft of a'lpng reifidence 
in that : but it is peculiarly* Tuitable to 
my fubjed to advert to another domeftic 
mifchief derived from the fame forbigil 
^xtraftiorti I mean, the rifles' that haye* 
been riin, and the facrifices which h*vd ' 
been made, in order to ifurnifli our youh^ • 
ladies with the means of acquiring the 
French language in the greateft polfible 
purity. P6rfe6lion in this accompliftiment 
has been fo long eftabliftied as the fupreme 
obje£l ; fo long confidered as ' the predo- 
minant excellence to which all other ex- 
cellencies muft bow down, that it would 
be hopelefe to attack a law which fafliioii 
has immutably decreed, and which has 
received the ftamp of long prefcription, 
"We muff, therefore, be contented with ex-" 
preffihg a wifh, that this indifpenfable per-' 
H 3 fedtion 



ftiSdon could have l>eeii attained af th^ 
e&p^nte of faerifiees lefs importscot. It is 
*jiih the greacex- regret I animadvert on 
tKrf and fomc ^Qther prevailing praftices^ 
aii'^tfiey are errors into which the wife 
aiid refpcdiafe have, through want of 
coiifideratTon'; or rather through tyant oi" 
firmncis to refift the tyranny of fafliion, 
ibmctfrnes fallen. It has not been unufual 
Aj/lieh mothers of rank and reputation have 
. pe&i ftfked how they ventured to intruft 
^eir daughters to foreigners, of whofe 
principles they knew nothing, except that 
they were Roman Catholics, to anfwer, 
*^ That they had taken care to be fecure 
'* on that fubjcft ; for that it had been 
•■ ftipulated that the quejiion of religion 
** Jhould never be agitated between the 
^* teacher and the pupil.^* This, it muft 
lie confeffed, is a moft defperate remedy j 
It is like ftarving to death, to avoid being 
poifoned. And one cannot help trembling 
for the event of that education, fronx 
which religion, as ht a§ the govemef^ 

k 



^p^llyj^<jj(uded. .^urely/^twduld-fiotil^ 
e^a£li9g,tQ9,muchy.to fiiggeft at le^ft.th^* 
an 3ti,§Qtion,.iio lefs^ fcr.^pulous ihqijicl*^ 
epf:^rte4 tq, infure, ,,the cji^rafltgr of. : o\^ 
^ildf;^]ni's inftruQor,. £qv piety aud.kngsr^ 
Ipdgfi^ thanis thought ueceffary to,4fcpr^iixJ 
tjiat jihe has nothing patch in her diakft^j 
, I would jrate, a.corred pronunciatipn 
^ndj pi;. elegant phrafeolpgy at their ya^ 
price^ and I y/oqld not rate theax Jo w ;. hut 
I would not offer up piety and principle ii^ 
yiftims to founds and accents. And the 
matter is now made more eafy ; for what- 
ever difgrace it might once have brought 
.on an EngUfh lady to "have had it fufpefted 
,frpni her accent that fhe bad the misfoT'- 
tune not to be born in a neighbouring 
.country ; fome recent events may ferve to 
xecpncile her to the fufpicion of having 
J^een bred in her own: a country, to 
'^iafbich (with all its fins, which are many !) 
'^ the. whole world is looking up with envy 
.^d adinirMion, as the feat of jtrue glory 
H4 and 
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and of comparative happinefs : a countTy,^ 
ia^which the exile, driven put by the crimes 
^ his own, finds a home ; a country, to 
obtain the prote^on of which it was claim 
enough to be unfortunate ; and no im-< 
pedknent to have been the fubjefl of her 
direft foe! a country, which in this re* 
fpefl: humbly imitating the Father of com- 
paffion, when it oflFered mercy to a fup* 
pliant enemy, never conditioned for merit, 
nor infilled on the virtues of the mifer, 
i^ble as a preUminary tp its pwn bounty \ 
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■ CHAP. IV. 

{^»ipari/on of the mode (^female education 
. m the laji age with the prefent. 

1 o return,^ however, to the fubject of 
genieral education. A young lady may 
excel in fjieaking French and Italian, may 
repeat a few paffages from a volutne of 6& 
trrffts ; play like a profeflbr, and fing like 
H fyren ; have her drefling-room decorated 
with her own drawings, tables, fiandSi 
flower-pots, fcreens, and cabinets; nay^ 
^e may dance like Sempronia* herfelf, 
and yet may have been very badly educated, 
I am far from meaning to fet no value 
whatever on any or all of thefe qualifica- 
tions j they are all of them elegant, an4 
fnany of them properly tend to the per^ 

* Sf e Cataline'g Confpiraq^ , 

fcftinj^ 



10$ .EDUCATION OF Tttfi LASt 'il^E ' 

Almoft any ornamefitat acquihertient is a 
good thing, when it is not the beft thing 
a woman has ; and talents are admirably 
when not made to ftand proxy for virtues, 
Tibe writer of thefe pages is intimately 
acquainted with feveral ladies wh{)> excel- 
JSng moft of their fex in the arf-^df mufic?, 
Jbttt excelling them alfo lA.jlrtideftce and 
piety^ find little leifurc or temptation, 
amidft the delights and duties of a large 
and lovely family, for the exercife of thi^ 
Jalent ; they regret that fo much of their 
cwn youth was wafted in acquiring an 
art which can be turned to fo little ac- 
count in married life ; and are now con- 
fcientioufly reftrifting theit daughters in 
the portion of time allotted to its ac- 
quifztion. 

Far be it from me to difcourage the 
cultivation of aity exifting talent ; but may 
it not be queftioned of the fond believing 
mother, whether talents, like the fpirits of 
Owen Glendower> though conjured' by 
.■ - par^fai 
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parental; j^tbiity ^ith* ever lb Ipud a 
i^oice. 

Yet will they come when you do call for tbcm ? 

That injudicious praftice, therefore, 
<:annot he too much difcouraged, of en* 
deavouring to create talents which do jxot 
exift in nature. That their daughters 
Jhall learn every ihingj is fo general % 
maternal maxim, that even unborn daugh- 
ters, of whofe expefted abilities and con* 
jedured faculties, it is prefuraed, no very- 
accurate judgment can previoufly be 
formed, are yet predeftined to this uni- 
verfality of accomplifliments. This com* 
prehenfive maxim, thus almofl ui;uverfally 
brought into praftice, at once weakens 
the gjeneral powers of the mind, by draw- 
ing off its ftrength into too great a variety 
jof direftions ; and cuts up time into too 
many portions, by fplitting it into fucb 
2X1 endlefs multiplicity of employments. 
J know that I am treading * on tender 
ga^ound y but I cannot help thinking that 

the 
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r^liii ueftlefe painy we take to crawttup' every 

uKtdc vacuity of Hfe, by crowding bne new 

othiogiupon another, rather creates a thirft 

^7^ novelty than knowledge ; and is but a 

:^)W&<lffgtiifed contrivance to ahticipafe the 

^4:eq>ing us in after-life more effectually from 

xjonverfing with ourfelvcs. The care taken 

^to-prevent ennUi is but a creditable plan for 

y^itomoting felf-ignorance. We run frbm 

, one occupation to another, (I fpeak of thofe 

varts to which little intellefl is applied,) with 

i view to lighten the preflure bf time ; 

above all we fly to them to fave tiS frdnl 

our own thoughts ; we fly to them to refcue 

>U8 from ourfelves; whereas were we thrown 

4 little more on our own hands, we might 

at lafl: be driven, by way of fomethittg to 

do> to try to get acquainted with our own 

: /hearts ; and though our being lefs abforbed 

by this bufy trifling, which dignifies itsin- 

. 'Itfiityi.with the impofmg name of occupa- 

tiQXi^ mighti render us fomewhat more fen- 

fible of the tedium of lifej yet might not this 

.tvvery fenfation tend to quicken our purfuit 

- - .• of 
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V (^ laqb^lwa:*^ ' F<». an awful thought irtte 

.'/fi^gttftsE^hlblfc ' If li£e be ifo long thaitrttrc 

jiarti driwatto fet at work every engine? to 

-:pafe^aWay thct^dioufnefs bf time}- hdw 

: ifliall;<iTO do tb get rid of the tediotifntfs 

ii^rfftf-eEnkyfi an eterhity in which not oiie 

^.tof'the^acquHitions which life has been' cx- 

.Ijawftedift acquiring, will be of the Jcaft 

r:ttfe ?;irj|-.et not then the foul be ftarved \^y 

;feadUv&i4t, on fuch Bnfabftantial aliment^ 

for th^ mind fcan be no more nduriihediby 

tjiefe empty huflcs than the body can Jbe 

. , fi^ with ideas and principles. 

Among the boalled improvements ofthe 

prefent age, none affords more frequent 

inatter of peculiar exultation, than the 

jnaai&fl; fuperiority in the employments of 

the young ladies of our time over thofe'of 

the good houfewives of the laft centui*y« 

It is matter of general triumph that thfey 

rare at prefent employed in learning ibe 

polite arts, or in acquiring liberal accom- 

, plifliments; while it is infifted that the 

.::$i|hers^WQiev out their joykk days -te 

5 adormng 
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adorning the manfion-houfe with h^iCiguigl 
of 'hideous tapeflry and dis%uxu)g tent* 
fiitch. Mofl chearfuUy do I aUaw to the 
(deigning modes their juft claim of b.Qail(4 
(jiperiority, for certainly there h nq piety 
m bad tafte* Still, granting all, the de^ 
formity of the exploded ornaments,, one 
advantage attended, them: the wa^k.^tadl 
floors were not vain of their decorations $ 
and it is to be fearedjr that the little per- 
fon fometimes is» The flattery beftoweU 
on the obfolete employments^^ for protebly 
even fhey had their flatterer^, fur^iih^ left 
aliment to felfifhnefs, and lefs gratification 
to vanity ; and the occupation itfelf was lefs 
likely to impair the delicacy and modefty 
of the fex than the exquifite cultivation 
of perfonal accomplifliments or petfonal 
decorations ; and every mpd^. which keeps 
down vanity and keeps b^ck /eJfj has 
at leafl: a moral ufe. For while one ad-, 
mires the elegant fingers of a young lady 
bufied i^ working or painting her bait 
drefs, Qnc cannot help fuipe£ling that her 
13 alacrity 
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akcrity may be a little ftiniulated by ti)e 
aaimarfng idea htm very welljhejhail h^k 
in it. Nd^r was the induftrious matron of 
itfaaca more foothed at her folitary loom 
with the fwect rcffleftion that by her labour 
fkt was gratifying her filial and conjugal 
feelings^ than the pleafure-loving damfel 
oiPBritain, is gratified by the anticipated 
admiration which her ingenuity is procur* 
ing for her beauty. 

Might not this propenfity be a little\ 
jcheckedy and an. interefting feeling be 
combined with her induftry, were the fair 
artifl habituated to exercife her fkill in 
adorning fome one elfe rather than herfelf ? \ 
For it will add no lightnefs to the lighteft 
head, nor vanity to the vaineft heart, to 
folace her labours in refle£bing how ex- 
ceedingly the gown fhe is working will 
become her mother. This fuggeftion, 
trifling as it may feem, of habituating 
young ladies to exercife their tafle and 
devote their leifure, not to the decora- 
tion of their own perfons, but to the fer- 
viQ6 of thofe to whom they are bound by 

, VOL* I. I every 



every teiider tie, would not only help to 
reprefs vanity, but by thus affodatmg' the 
idea of induftry with that of filial affeftionj 
wottM ptdmote, while it gratified folttie' of 
the beft afedlions of the heart*^^ The 
Romans (and it is mortifying on the fub* 
jea of Chriftian eciucation to be driveii 
fo often to refer to the fuperidttty of 
PagansJ were fo well aware of the im* 
portance of keeping up a fenfe of family 
fdndnefs and attachment by the very fame 
mieans which promoted fimple and do- 
medic employment, that no citizen of 
note ever appeared in public in any garb 
but what was fpun by his wife and daugh- 
ter ; and this virtuous falhion was not con- 
fined to the days of republican feverity, but 
even in all the pomp and luxury of imperial 
power, Auguftus preferved in his own fa- 
mily this fimplicity of primitive manners. 

Let me be allowed to repeat, that I 
mean not with prepofterous praife to 
defcant on the ignorance or the prejudices 
of pad times, nor abfurdly to regret that 
vulgar fyflem of education which rounded 

the 



the Imte mrcle^ 'of female acqtiremefiH 
\;^thiaihe liinits of the fampler and* thd 
receipl-booki . Yet if-a ^referencealmoft ex« 
diilireiffrasthdn givea' to what was merely 
ufeful, a preference almoft equally e:*Gluif 
five alfo; is now ailigned to what is m^ely. 
pTuamental. And it mud be owned^ that 
if thejifie of a young lady, formerly,. :tob 
much refembled the life of a confeaioner^ 
it' now twd much referable that of raa 
a^e&:; the morning is all rehear&l,^anct 
the evening is all performance : an^dthafe / 
who are trained' in this regular routine^ 
who are inftrufted. in. order tp«be ex-j 
hibited, foon learn to feel a fort of inw 
patience in thofe focieljes in which tkein 
kind of talents are not likely to be brought 
into play ; the tafk of an auditor becomes, 
dull to her who has been ufed to be a per-^ 
former. Efleem and kindnefs become but 
told fubftitutes to one who has been fed on 
plaudits and pampered with acclamations :^ 
and the exceffive commendation which the. 
vifitor is expected to pay for his entiertain-' 
12- ment 
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ment not only keeps alive the flame of 
vanity in the artifl: by coiiftatit ftiel, but 
is not feldom esafted at ^ price which a 
veracity at all ftrift would grudge j but 
when a whole circle are obliged to be com- 
petitors who fhall flatter mofl:^ it is not 
cafy to be at once very iincere and very 
civil. And unluckily, while the age is 
become fo knowing and fo faftidious, that 
if a young lady does not play like a public 
performer, no one thinks her worth attend- 
ing to J yet if file does fo excel, fome of the 
fQbereft:of.the adnuring circle feelaftrong 
aUoy to their pleafure^ on refle^ing at 
what a vaft expence of time this perfection 
muft probably have been acquired ^. 

* That accurate judge of the human lieart^ 
Madame de Maintenon, was fo well aware of the 
diiager refultjng from fome kinds of excellence, that 
after the young ladies of theCourt of Louis Quatorze 
had diftinguifhed themfelves by the perforniance of 
fome dramatic pieces of Racine, when her friends 
told her how admirably they had played their parts ; 
" Yes,*' anfwcrcd this wife woman, ** fo admirably 
« that they fhall never play- again.'* 

The 
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The ftudy of the fine arts, indeed, is 
forced on young perfons, with or without 
genius, (fafliion as was faid before having 
fwallowed up that diftinftion,) to fuch ex- 
cefs, as to vex, fatigue, and difguft thofc 
who have no talents, and to determine 
them, as foon as they become free agents, 
to abandon all fuch tormenting acquire- 
ments. While by this inceffant compulfion 
ftill more pernicious efFefts are often pro- 
duced on thofewho aftually poflefs geniu J^ 
for the natural conftant reference in the 
mind to that public performance for which 
they are feduloufly cultivating this talent, 
excites the fame paiflionsof envy, vanity, and 
competition in the dilettanti performers, as 
might befuppofed to ftimulate profeffional 
candidates for fame and profit at public 
games and theatrical exhibitions. Is this 
. jemulation, is this fpirit of rivalry, is this 
hunger after public praife the temper 
which prudent parents would wifh to ex- 
cite and fofter ? Befides, in any event the 
iflue is not favourable : if the young per- 
formers are timid, they difgrace themfelves 
J 3 and 
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and diftrefs their friends v if coiirageous, 
their boldnefs offends ftill more than their 
bad performance. Shall they then be ftu- 
dioufly brought into fituations in ^hich 
failure difcredits and fuccefs difgufts ? , 

May I venture, without being slccufed 
of pedantry, to conclude this chapter with 
another reference to Pagan examples? 
The Hebrews, Egyptians, and Greeks, 
believed that they could more effeftually 
teach their youth maxims of virtue, by 
calling in the. aid of mufic amd poetry; 
thefe maxims, therefore, they put into 
verfes, and thefe verfes were fet to the 
moft popular and fimple tunes, which the 
.(children fang; thus was their love of 
goodnefs excited by the very inftruments 
of their p^eafure ; and the fenfes, the tafte, 
^nd the imagination, as it were, preffed 
into the fervice of religion and moralst 
Dare I appeal to Chriftian parents, if thefe 
^ts are commonly ufed by fhem^ as fubfi- 
diary to religion and to'a fyftem of morals 
jnuch niore worthy of every ingenious aid 

a^d 
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and ailbclation, which might tend to recof|[>- 
mend them to the youthful mind ? Dare I \ 
appeal to Chriftian parents, whether mufic, 
which fills up no trifling portion of their 
daughters' timle, does not fill it wlthqut 
any rnoral end, or even without any fpecific 
objefl: ?, Nay, whether fome of the favoui;ite 
fongs of polifhed focieties are not amat'ory, 
are not Anacreontic, more than quite be- 
come the niod.e{l Eps of innocent youth and 
delicate beauty i J : 
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0/1 the religious employment of time>^Oft fJ^ ' 
^nner ifi whUh holidays are 'paffkdj'^ 
Selfijhnefs and imonjideratim cof^dereSv " 
^Dangers Ari/ing frofh the vmld^' yV.^^^^^ 

^HfeRE are many welLdifpofed parents 
who while they attend to thefe fafliionable 
acquirements, do not negleft to infufe 
reUgious knowledge into the minds of 
their children ; and having done this are 
but too apt to conclude that they have done 
all, and have fully acquitted themfelves of 
the important duties of education. For 
having as they think, fufficiently grounded 
them in religion, they do not fcruple to allow 
their daughters to fpend almoft the whole 
of their time exaftly like the daughters of 
worldly people. Now, though it be 
one great point gained, to have imbued 
their young minds with the beft know- 

ledge>.*. 
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ledge, the work is not therefore by any 
means accompllfhed, " What (do ye more 
** than others ?** is a queftion which, in a 
more extended fenfe, religious parents 
muft be prepared to anfwer. 

Such parents ihould go on to teach 
children the religious ufe of time, the duty 
of confecrating to God every talent, every 
faculty, every pofleflion, and of devoting 
their whole lives. to his glory. People of, 
piety ihould be more peculiarly on theif- 
guard againft a fpirit of idlenefs, and a 
jQovenly hMtu^i^jw^ing of time, becaufe 
this pra^ice, by not affuming a palpable 
fliape of guilt, carries little alarm to the 
conference. Even religious charadlers are 
in danger on this fide; for not allow- 
ing Aemfelves to follow the world in itg^ 
exceffes and diverfions, they have confe- 
quently more time upon their hands ; and 
inftcad of dedicating the time fo refcued 
to its true purpofes, they fometimes make 
as it Were compenfation to themfelves for 
their abftinence from dangerous places of 
public rdfort, by an habitual frivoloufnefs at 

home} 
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home ; by a fuperabundance of unprofitable 
ftnall-talk, idle reading, and a quiet and dull 
frittering away of time. Their day perhaps 
has been more free from aftual evil ; but it 
will often be found to have been as im. 
productive as that of more worldly cha- 
rafters ; and they will be found to have 
traded to as little purpofe with their 
mafter's talents* But a Chriftian mufl: 
take care to keep his confcience peculiarly 
alive to the unapparent, though formid- 
able perils of unprofitablenefs. 
•■ To thefe, and td all, the author would 
eameftly recommend to accuftom their 
children to pafs at once from ferious bu- 
fincfc to aftive and animated recreation ; 
they fhould carefully preferve them from 
ihofe long and torpid intervals between 
both, that languid indolence and fpiritlefs 
trifling, that merely getting rid of the day 
without ftamping on it any charaders of 
tdive goodnefe, or of intelleftual profit, 
which wears out fuch large portions of 
life in both young and old. It has, in- 
.deed, pafled into an aphorifm, that ac- 
tivity 
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tivity is neceffary to vittue, even among 
thofe who are not apprized that it is 
alfo indifpenfable to happinefs. So far 
are many parents from being fenfible of 
this truth, - that vacations from fchool are 
not merely allowed, but appointed to pals 
away in wearifome fauntering and indeter- 
jninate idlenefs, and this is done by erring 
tendernefs by way of converting the holi- 
days into pleafure ! Nay, the idlenefe is fpe- 
cifically made over to the child's mind, as 
the ftrongeft expreffion of the fondnefs of 
the parent ! A diflike to learning is thus 
fyftematically excited by preppfteroufly 
,erefting indolence into a reward for appli- 
cation! And the promife of doing no- 
thing is held out as the ftrongeft tempt- 
ation as well as beft recompence for hav- 
ing done well ! 

Thefe and fuch like errors of condufl: 
aiife from the latent but very operative 
principle of felfifhnefs. 1 his principle is 
obvioufly promoted by many habits and 
praftices feemingly of little importance ; 
and indeed felfiflmefs is fo commonly 
14 interwoven 



.I,>4 ^N SELFISHNESS* 

interwoven with vanity and inconfideration, 
that I have not always thought in neceffaty 
to mark the diftinftion, ITiey are aher- 
iiately caufe and effeft ; and are produced 
and re-produced by reciprocal operation. 
They are a joint confederacy who are mu- 
tually promoting each other's ftrength and 
intereft y they are united by almoft infepa- 
rable ties, and the indulgence of either is 
the gratification of all. Ill-judging tender- 
nefs is in faft only a concealed felf-love, 
which cannot bear to be witnefe to the 
^neafinefs which a prefent difappointment, 
or difEculty> or vexation, would caufe to a 
darling child, but which yet does not fcru- 
ple by improper gratification; to ftore up 
for it future miferies, which the child wiH 
infallibly fufFer, thcmgh it may be at a dif- 
tant period which the felfifh mother will 
• be laved the pain of beholding. 

Another principle fomething different 
from this, thdugh it may properly fall 
under the head of felfifhnefs, feems to 
aftuate feme parents in their condud to- 
wards their children: I mean, a certain 

Hoth- 
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llothftilnefs of ttimd, a love of eafe, whlfch 
impofijs ^51 voluntary blindnefs,, and makes 
them not choofe to fee what will give them 
trouble to combat. From the perfqns in 
queflion we frequently hear fuch expref- 
fions as thefe : " Children will be chil- 
" dren.*' — " My children, I fuppofe, are 
*Vmuch like thofe of other people,*' &c. 
Thus we may obferve this dangerous and 
delufive principle frequently turning off 
with a fmile from the lirft indications of 
thofe tempers, which from their fatal ten- 
dency ought to be very ferioufly taken up. 
I would be underftood now as fpeaking to 
confcientious parents, who confider it as a 
general duty to correft the faults of their 
children, but who, from this indolence of 
mind, are extremely backward in difcover- 
ifig fuch faults, and are not very wdl 
pleafed when they are pointed out by others. 
Such parents will do well to take notice 
Uiat whatever they confider it as a duty to 
correily muft be equally a duty to endea- 
vour iofmd out. And thii indolent love 
of eaie is the more to be guarded againft, 
. .. ... 7 as 
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as it not only leads parents into erronebds 
conduct towards their children, but i$ 
peculiarly dangerous to themfelves. It 
is a fault frequently cherifhed from igno- 
rance of its real character; for, not 
bearing on it the ftrong features of de- 
formity which mark many other vices, 
but on the contrary bearing fome re- 
fcmblance to virtue, it is frequently mif- 
taken for the Chriftian graces of pa-^ 
tience, meeknefs, and forbearance, than 
which nothing can be more oppofite ; 
thefe proceeding from the Chriftian prin- 
ciple of felf-denial, the other from felf- 
indulgence. 

In this connexion may I be permitted 
to remark on the practice at the tables 
of many families when the children are at 
home for the holidays; every delicacy 
is forced upon them, with the tempting 
remark, " that they cannot have this or 
*' that dainty at fchool ;'* and they are 
indulged in irregular hours for the fame 
motive, " becaufe they cannot have that 
*' indulgence at fchool.'* Thus the na- 
tural 
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tural fee^ of idlenefs, /fenftiaUty, aad 
floth, are at once cherifliedv by converting 
the periodical vifit at home into a feafon o£ 
intemperance, late hours, and exemptioit 
from ftudy; fo that children are habitu- 
ated, at an age when ^lading aflbciation^ 
are formed in the mind, to conned the 
idea of ftudy with that of hardfhip, of hap* 
pihefs with gluttoily, and of pleafure with 
loitering, feafting, or fleeping. Would it 
not be better to make them combine the 
•• delightful idea of home, with the gratifi- 
cation of the focial affedions, the fond- 
nefs of maternal love, the kindnefs, and 
warmth, and confidence of the fweet do- 
meftic attachments. 

And all the charities 
Of father, fon, and brother ? 

I will venture to fay, that thofe lifilefs 
and vacant days, when the thoughts have 
no precife objeft ; when the imagination 
has nothing to fliape ; when induflry has 
no definite purfuit ; when the mind and the 
body have no exercife, and the ingenuity 
no acquifition either to anticipate or to 

enjoy. 
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enjoyy are the longeft, the duUeft, and the 
leaft happy, which ciuldren of fpmt and 
^iiius ever pafe. Yes ! it wa feW fliMt 
'but keen and Ifvely intervals of ai^mattfd 
pleafure, fhatched from between the ftJc- 
ceffivc labours and duties of a bufy day, 
looked forward to with hope, enjoyed with 
tafte, and recollefted without remorfe, 
which, both to men and to childfen, yield 
the trueft portions of enjoyment. O fnatch 
yoiir offspring from adding to the number 
of thofe objefts of fupreme commiferation, 
who feek their happinefs in doing nothing ! 
The animal may be gratified by it, but the 
man is degraded. Life is but a fliort day ; 
but it is a working day. Aftivity may lead to 
evil ; but inaftivity cannot be led to good. 
Young ladies fliould alfo be accuftomed 
to fet apart a fixed portion of their time, 
as facred to the poor *, whether in re- 
lieving^ 

' * It would be a noble employment, and well be- 
coming the tehdernefs of their fcx, if ladiea were 
to confider the fuperintendance of the poor as their 
immediate office. They are peculiarly fitted for ft*; 

-fer 



..y^iviog, ioftfu^g, or working for them; 

.jipdi^^fB^ormaac^ of ^ di^ty m\x^^jfp% 

, j^.i^.to the event of contiBgent circimi'* 
i^cesy or til^e oper|ition of accidei^tal ifsi^ 
(uieQaas ; but it myft hf eibbliibed intp^a 
jipiusiflq^ sib4 wrought .ij^l9 ^a babjt^ ' A 
(l^igc p<»:t}p4 pf the 4ay »uft }^ allpct^ 

-tait, oo whkh no common eagageiaeat 
inuQ: be ^lofiftdio intrench* Thofe.pe* 
nodi oftime, which are jiotftaUdj arefeb 
dom turned to their proper ufe*; apd nc^ 

*tiuqg fliorc of a regular pUn iniures the 
omicientiouB 4i£charge of any d mtyv Thi9 
wiM help t^ furnifli a powerful remedy 



for from their own habits of life they arc more 
'intifliately acquainted with domeftic wants thaa 
the other fex ; and in certain inftances of iicknefs and 
filffering peculiar to themfelves, thej fliould be 
cxpefted to have more fympathy; and they have 
obvioufly more leifurc. There is a cprtain religiput 
fo^iety, diHinguifhed by the (implicity of their d^cfiy 
^ntajiners, apd l^nguage^ whpfe poor ^ce perh9|ui 
better taken care of th^ my other ; and one reafo|i 
may bf^ that they are immediaitely u|i(|er ^ ia^pjep- 
^ifion of the women. 

vol.. I. K for 



foXrtiat felfiflinef$ whofe ftrong holds, thtf 
t^h cannot be too often repeat^ it iir 
the grand bu£nefa of Gkrlftknr tivtcsi&on 
perpetually te attack Jf-*^eWerd tmt 
ivare how much betteif it makes ourfelveit 
t'eFWifl) to fee othetfe better, and toaffif! m 
T&akmg them fo, we ihould find that the 
good done would hie of as much'trnportK 
aoce by the habit it would induce in- our^ 
own. minds, as by its beneficial efie&s oa 
the obje^ of our kindnefs ^. .■:.■. > 
'. . Ijdl what relates to pecuniary bounty, it^ 
wUl, be requiring of young perfons a very^ 
{mail &crifice, if you teach them merely 
to give that money to the poor which pro* 
perly belongs not to the, child but to the 
parent} this fort of charity commonly fub-*- 

* In addition to the mflru£lion of the individu^ 
poor, and the fuperintendance of charity fchooIs» 
^dio .mi^ht. be highly ufeful in afiifling the pa- 
ro<^l clergy in. ^^ adoption of that excellent ptan 
for the fnftrui^ion of the ignorant iiggefted by the' 
Bifhop of Durham in his laft admirable charge ta hii 
clergy. It is with pleafufe the author is enabled to 
ad^that the fchemc has a^hially been adopted WrCti * 
g6od.cffeAiathatextenfi.ve diocefe.. \ ' :\ i ^( 



^fts^]^!^ freml thdt" Wii Y>leaful^', dpitit 
dally wl»Bil what thcf have beftoWcd irhtfi* 
mediately made up to them^ as a reward fdt, 
their little fit of generofity. They wilf,^-<ai! 
this pikri^ foon learn to give^ not only for 
praife but fot profit. The iacrifice o£ :te- 
o)«mge to a little girl, or a feather to zgftsV 
bnev given* at the expense of their own gra^* 
tific&ttion^ would be a better leffon at <M^' 
riiy on iti tight ghjund, thaii a confideraftte 
fum of money to be prefently replaced h^' 
theparient; And if would be habituating 
them cariy to combine two ideas which 
ottghr never to be feparated^ charity aiidi 
fdf-deniaL 

- ^ As ah totidote to felfidmefs, ^ Well as to 
pride arid indolence, they fliould alfo ver/ 
early be tadght to perform all the little 
olSces in thelt power for themfelves ; not 
td be infdlently exercifing their fuppofed 
prerogative of rank and wealth, by calling 
for fervants where there is no real occa(ion$ 
above all,they ihould be accuftomed to con-* 
f;dexthe domeflics- hours. of meals andrdk 
as almoft facred, and the golden rule (hould 
''"' K 2 be 
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btptaoicaiiy and uatforady eolic^cad, evcm 
anlb criflhig an occafion as ringing a bdl 
tlurDogb mere wanronnrfs, or felS-knre, «r 
prides 

To chock the growth of inccniklerate- 
nbr young bdics ibouhi early be taught 
todjicharge their littld debts vith punc- 
tuality. They ftouJd be made fenfible of 
tbtecmcUy of obliging trades-people to call 
often for the money due to them; and 
of. hindering and detaining thoie \H[hofe 
time is. the fcurc^ of thejr fubTiftence, 
UAder pretence of feme frivolous engage- 
TAcnty ^bich ought tobetnade to bend, lo 
the comfort and advantage of others. 
They fhpuld coi^ientioufly iillow fuf- 
ficient time for the execution of their or-r 
ders} and vrith a Chriftian circumfpec-. 
t^ni be careful not to drive work-peopte, 
by. needlefs hurry^ into lofmg their reft^ 
or breaking the Sabbath* I have known 
8^ kdy give her gown to a mantua-maker 
oa the Saturday night, to whom ihe would 
OK forihe world iay in fo many words, 

♦*Yott 
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*^ You muft work through. :tfic "whde 
"» bf Sunday/' while (he ^t^s^ riitujbJly 
'^ofnpelling her to do fo, by an injuni£lfoa 
to bring the gown home finiflied'.pn the 
Monday morning, on pain of fa^r ^£C- 
pl^afure. ' To th^fe hardihips numbei^ are 
^eontinually driven by gQod-n^i:nred''1>ttt 
ifidonfiderate . employfirs. : As:- titk&::petPf 
)eo^^bns of inconfideration fafniflb -jdt) 
k conftant aliment to felfi(hnefs, let :ltaH4a 
^fifire to countera£l:Tthem be coxKfidired 
^ leading to too minute details^; hotbtng 
'B'too ftivolous for animadverfion^ whidi 
tceids to fix: a bad habit in the fupe« 
%ior, or to wound the feelings of the de^ 
pwidant. 

Would it not be turning thofe political 
^oftriftes, which afe now fo warmfy 
agitating, to a truly moral account, afiJl 
>gite the beft pra6Hcal anfwer to the 
iKJpulafi' declamations on the inequality cf 
human conditions,, were the rich care- 
fttlly to irtftruft their children to foften 
that' inevitable inequality by the mildnefe 
K3 imd 



f54 -^^ TKCOHsicfiaATiom-' 

wd tendernefs of their behaviour to thrfr 
Inferiors ? This dirpenfation of God, whidi 
excites fomany murmurs, ^otild, u^reit 
thus pradkally improved, tend to eft^Kfii 
Ac glory of that Being who is now fo -often 
^reviled for his injuftice ; £3r God himfelf is 
jBovcrtiy attacked inihany of the mvedives 
jQgsdnft laws and govenmients, and-the fup- 
ffefed arbitrary iand unjuil: di^roportion of 
nnks; 

This difpenfation, thus propetly itiv 
proved, would at once call into eacerdfe 
l^e generofity, kindnefs, and forbearance 
of the fuperior ; and the patience, refign- 
Btion, and gratitude of the inferior : and 
thus, while we were vindicating the w^ 
pf Providence, wie fliould be accomplifeing 
jlif plarij by bringing into aftion thofe vitr 
|ues of both clafTes which would have had 
Jittle exercife had there beeft np inequality 
in ftation and fortune. :Thofe who are fo 
:?ealoufly contending for the privileges of 
i^nk and power, fhoiild never lofe fig^ht 
of the: religious duties and confiderate 
' ' virtues 



Yirtae^ ^bich tbe pofleSioil i>f cakik and 
pomsr in^pofes on themftlves ; duties aiMi 
virtues which ihould ever be infepaiabl^ 
feom thofe privileges. As the inferipf 
claifes have little real right to compbiaof 
Ifiws^ in this refped let the great be watch* 
£ul4o^^ve them as little caufe to complaia 
Q^.jmanners. In order to this, let thcpot 
carefully train up their children to fuppij 
by individual kindnefs thofe cafes of haid« 
ihip which laws cannot reach i let them 
pbviati^ by an adive and wdl-direded 
compaiBon, thofe imperfedionfr of whicSi 
the befl: conitrudied human inftitutions 
9Ui(t unavoidably partake ; and, by the ei^ 
erdfe of private bounty, early inculcated, 
ipften tho£b diftrefles which can never 
C0m£ under the cognizance of govern^ 
ipent* Let them teach their offspring, 
th^t the charity of the rich fliould ever be 
iiibf^disuy to the public provifion in thofe 
numberlels inftances to which the mod 
equal laws cai^npt apply^ By fuch meana 
^yery leiTon of politics may be coop 
K 4 verted 
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tfiiif'dhd bf th« giieiM- Obj^s 6F ^ducatiott 
il 'tRfe fofiiiing of hiWtSi An4b% the 
UiftartcM of ii^%«il«6'i^ xt'ftieh ^en 
ril^iifljr dit^fed piSfetAh lEMd'fateMfy 
af»'d|)l t6faI!,Wti fei thatt Acy at* n<St 
fufSdeAtly Attentive ift finding ihtertftiiigf 
<tnii>U>yment fot thfe ^day. Tlfty iS> 
XUX taakt) ikuxph i6f rottvetitnei? dlo^tng* 
±^ thMien W fcU trp th)6 Mtei^as'bf 
pttblic Worlhip with their twdiiiary cni- 
ptoy^^nts aiid commoft fchottl exerfcifes,- 
They are toot awSrt th4t they are thus 
trAiaift^' thfeif bflS^Hift^ td an earfy aftd a 
lyfterrtatic ptfckfatnatibtt of thd Sabbath by 
^h ciiftom; for tto chiJdr&i; thfeif tiiki 
are ihHr btifineft j ttt therti a'^itefldt df 
l4tiA AXefeife is iis fetibuSaiS bteiip^- 
ffoftr asthfi fexierdfediFii trade brf)r<). 
faffidn is t» > ifiaii)^ aid if ihtey< ire" 

allowed 



altewia^tOfthink-di8 bne^rij^t' nH(^, thtf v 
wiH. not be? brought hereafter to thiiifctliatt'' 
the^ other is^^wltrng; for the opinions and^'' 
praftices fixed at this early feafon are no4' • 
eafily ak^ed ; dnd an early h^bit becomes 
ro(M53ed into an inveterate prejudice. By " 
thi«t?verfight even the friends of religran 
may^ be contributing eventually to that : 
abolition of the Lord's day, fo devoutljp}' 
wiflied and fo indefktigably laboured aftef 
by its-enamieS) as the defired preliminarft 
to the deftruftion of whatever is moft 
de^ to Chnftianst What obftruftioH 
would it offer to the general progrefs pf 
youth, if all their Sunday exercifes (which^* 
with readmg, Compofing, tranfcribing, and 
gettmg by heart, might be extended to an 
entertaining variety) were adapted to thft* 
pecuKar nature of the day ? It is not meant 
to impofe. ori thejm fuch rigorous ftudy as 
fhall convert the day they (hould be taught, 
to love into a day of burdens and hardfliipSj 
or to abridge fuch innocent enjoyments as 
^fe^fcompatible with a feafon of holy reft \ 
;'>••--: 7 but 



but it is inteihied' mereljr to fuggeftoBiit 
.l;ber& (hotild be^a i^arked ^iUd^fenkiitfae 
nature of th^ir eixipIoyfn^t»>aiidi iUidiesi; 
fyr on t]^ obfenaAc^ or p^^S:Kof j :this, 
Wr was before efefefved^itJi^vfotiirKMio^ 
.lions and principles will in jf^ ^ood degr^ 
be formed. The Oofpely in refcuing^tfab 
lord's day from the rigoi^ous^^ondage of 
the Jem(h Sabbath, never leflened the 
obligation to keep jit holy^ j^r /meant to 
fanftion any fecular occupation. Chrit 
iianity in lightening its aufteritie$i:has not 
itefeated the end; of its inftitution ; inipuit* 
rifying its fpiritiiit has not aboli&ed it( 
Objeft. '■■■:.,■:... '-'Ml 

^ Though the author, chiefty writing- ^frhlr 
a view to domeftic inftruftion^ has' purf^ 
pofely avoided entering on the di(puted 
qucftion, whether a fchool or home educa^ 
tion be beft; a queftion which p^hap« 
muft generally be decided! by :-the .ftate, 
oft the individual home^ and -the ibte 
of the individual fchool ; yetflie bfegsleave^ 
t|> fuggeft oi^e remark, which peculiarly 
- U .- l;^long4 



'^fecloiigs :td a? fchool edilc«f6n y nairitelf, 

i5theiTgexi€ii&fchi^rof cotivertlng thie'Sunday 

iifsto «* vifituig 5fey by way of gaining tiriJe'j 

.4wiif th^^e^^opriatc inftruflions of iHe 

-Ijorcf ff day were the cheapeft facrifice which 

3CX)uld be toade to pleafure. Even in thofe 

;^hpQl% is which religion is confidered-^ 

^ J^^ifpenfaUe part of inftrudion, thfe 

Jdnd rof inftruftion is almoft exclufiveljjr 

ifaiitfidf to Sundays : how then are girls 

iiTOt to mtake any progrefe in this mtjft 

}kiip<air4iant article, if they are habituated «d 

}ofe>the religibud advantages of the fchool, 

for th^ fake of having more dainties for 

dinner abroad? This remark cannot be 

luppofcd to apply to the yifits which 

jcfaijidrea majce to reh'gious parents^, and 

indeed it only applies to thofe cafes where 

the fchool is a confcientious fchool^ ancl 

^ yifU a trifling vifit* 

.,:• Among other fubjefts whiph engrofe 

jjL good- (hare of worldly converfation, one 

of. thfimolik attrafting is beauty. Many 

ladies have often a random way of talking 

rajxtur^fly on the general importance and 

the 
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the fafcinating power of beauty, who are 
.^ct prudent enough to be very ttritrilling'to 
|kt their own daughters find out they ;are 
handfome. Perhaps the contrary conrfe 
jj^ight be fafer. If the little liftener were 
tiot conftantly hearing that beauty ifc the 
belt gift, fhe wouM not be fdVaiA fmiii 
^ fencying herfeif to be the \ktt^g^t(td. Be 
jefs felicitous, therefore, to cionceftl ffom 
.her a fecret whith with air y6ur wfetchffll- 
nefs fhe will be fure to find out, witMdt 
your telling ; but riather feek' f o Tdw^YUfe 
.j^cnferal v^lue of beauty \ti here'ftimatidii. 
Ufe ymir daughter in ill Ihin^ tS u 
dSfferent ftarldard from that of the world. 
It is not by vulg&r people and fervahts 
only 'that (he will be told of her bfemg 
pretty. She will be hearing it not only 
from gay ladies, but from grave men; fhe 
will be hearing it from the ^hole world 
around her. The antidote td the prefent 
danger is not now to be fearched for ; it 
mud be already operating; it muft have 
Jbeen provide^ for iii the foundation Jaid ir^ 

the 
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rii^ general principle fhe had been imbibe 
ijig, before thi^ particular temptation ctf 
-Jl^auty came- in queftion. And this general 
jprinciple i$ an -habitual indiiFerence tb 
ikttery. She muft have learnt not to b^ 
,mtoxicated by thp ptaife of the world* 
She mu(t kiLve karnt toeftimate things by 
their intriAfic worth, rather than by the 
wovld's e(timation« Speak to her with 
particular kindnefa and commendation of 
plain but; amiable girli; mendon with 
cpmpaifioa fuch as are h'andfome bnt 
illreducated ; fpeak cafually of ibmc whor 
were once thought pretty^ but have ceafed 
tfi be good ; make ufe of the argumentg 
..ailiiing from the IhortnefB and uncertainty 
of besiuty, as ftrong additional reafons 
fi^r making that which is little valuable 
.in itfelf, flill Icfs valndbfe. As it is 
a rmv idea which is always dangerous, 
you may thus break the force of this 
danger by allowing her an early introdlrc- 
tion to this inevitable knowledge, which 
^puld become more intereftitig, and of 
courfe more perilous by every additional 

year : 
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ycfeuJi and if you can guard, Sgainft' diafc:: 
fi^al . and almoft .unhrerfal crrorr of .^Jcttmjf 
h^jfee that fee Js mpre.jo^jato: aacpuAti 
©£. her beauty^ her faihili^ity: with the 
idea maybe lefs dangerous jjwi its no4fi 
vieUy afterwards wQuld proye# l _.y.:. . : ju 
But the gre^t and . conft^ |)ei:a::fi»;; 
which young petfons in the hi^er iwalkst 
of life are eixpofedj is the . prevailing tiluak^ 
and Ipirit of general converfiition* Ev em 
the children of better families, who are 
well indxufled when at their fltidies^, are 
yet at. other times continually trehold-^ 
ipg the woki.i> fet up in the higheft and 
^loil advantageous point of view, Seeing 
the world ! knowing the world i ftauding 
well with the world ! making a figure ki: 
the world ! is fpoken of as including the 
whole fum and fubftance of human ad4: : 
y^mtages* They hear their educatioa;. 
5|lmoft exclufively alluded to with refer- 
ence to the j%wr^ it will enable them, t6 
make in the world. In almoft all com-^ 
panies they hear all that the world admirei 
ipc^c^^n of with admiration } rank flattered^ 

fame 



k^eAjmottef coiEifidered' as - ihe ori^ thifig5^ 
ncttdfolv and as the atoniAg fubftk'ute€d»^^ 
thrwant ofatt other things; ^ profit heldl' 
lip as the ttBwatd of vhtuej and vrwldiy^^ 
ellimation as^ the juft andhigheft prize ttf 
laciaabteambhibtt 5 attd after the ve^ fyiik 
ot:the 'World has been thu& haMtaaHy irii'"" 
ftifcd into them all: the week, tfnc^ cannot?* ^ 
e^edt mfK!h efifea frdtn thefa* biing cdidlf - 
ai»i ctiftomarify toH licTw and thefl' oflp^- 
Siffldaysji'that they muft n6t '^^ Ibve'tfe^^^ 
*« World, nor' the things 6{ the wofld/' 
T6?tell Aerit'oiicfe in {e^ew days that iVk- 
a fin^to gratify an? appetite whidt yoii haVig^' 
befen^ Whetting 'and ftimtrljtting thd pte-- 
cedmg -fix, is to require from them ar* 
powbr of felf-control, which dur knowi*'- 
ifid^eof the impetuofrty tdf "the palBotts^ 
efpecially in: early age, ftould have' taughtf ^ 
us ft'^mpoffible. 

This is not the place to afiiitnadvert on- 
the ufual mifapplication of the phrafe,>' = 
•* knowing the world j'^ which term' i^* 

:•> > it ... commonljf^ 



i— ■ 

Jigm, .to Jte^n.. ^i»W!i&..f«^:r»^ 

'jfipus men, whu^ fl^wdy Bja^Jdo^ iPf^gr^ 

j£» tvirn th^m to. their Jpw^ a grog n L, ^Sgj^ 

;^ the true f^nfe.of thet^cfir^pi^)!^ fhf |«I3^ 

ivhich QhriiHan parents WQV(ld v^iiI)4P,.i()|- 

preis on tb^ir childrepi^ tp l^.w^.)Jti^ SRi^fJi^ 

i« to know its. emptii^i^i Us vap^tyi^ i^i^r. 

.tilUy, and it? wickednefe.; Tpkaow it is to 

jfjefpife it, to be on pur guftrd agWiftf tQ 

labour to live above it; and JA tbis.idew 9Xi . 

.qhfcure Cbriftianin.a village may. be laid 

ito know. the world better than a hoary. 

courtier or wily politidaaj for how can 

4hey he faid to know it, who go oi^ to 

love it^ to valu^ itr to; be led captive by its 

allu|-ements, to give their Ipul in e:^cbange 

for^ M lying promifes ? 

But while fo falfe an edimate is often 
made in falhipnable fociety of tb^ re^ 
value of things ; that is, while ChriftiiUEUty 
does not furnifli the ftandard, and human 
opinion does; while the multiplying our 
defires is confidered as a fymptom of ele- 

. gance. 



iguice^ thcnigh to fabdue thofe deiites b 
mdde the grand criterion of religion ; whfle 
modemtion is beheld as indicating a poot- 
wfs of fpirit, though to that very povetty 
tX fpirjt tlie higheil proi^xfe of the Gofp^ 
is affigned ; while worldly wifdpm is fedu* 
^Idttfiy ei^oined by worldly friends, in con« 
tri|di£lion to that a^ertipn, ^^ that the wif- 
*^ dom of the world is foptiflHiefs \^th 
** (Sod J** while the praife of man is, to be 
9nxiou% fpnght in oppofitio^ to that a£- 
iturance, that *^ the fe^r of man worketh 
** a (bare ;'* while they are taught all the 
jfook that ^' the friendil^p of \i\^ wprld?^ 
1^ ^e wifeil purfuit, s^d on Sqnd^ys that 
f^ it is e]|un&y againfl: God ;r" while th§fi| 
li^^gs are io, and that they are fo i» §^ 
good degree who will underiafi:^ fo deny? 
iMy we not vesture to a&rm that a Chrif« 
Cian education, though it be not an ha* 
foSSitiLc, is y^ a very ^fficalt work i 
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.it^»w .. ., ..,t- •:•^.■..^■ j: * . -.•. ^^T itj;^i /' t-.''>r 

.;i :.c. V ;..-.. CHAR- VL j^5o> :^..ys 

^[Wja! ofedience not tie chdraBer'ofthe a^e, 

'/" — A compartjoh with the, preceaing ag^ 

/^^ in this reJpeSl. — nojewho cultivate the 

[^^ wind advifed to Jhidy ihe nature of the 

' foiU — Xfnpromijing chitdfen . often make 

flrong charaSters. — Teachers too apt to 

devote their pains almoji eviitufivelj to 

''children of parts. ^^ . 

Among the real improvements of' mo- 
dem times j and they are not a few, it is to 
bfe feared that the growth of filial obe- 
dience caiitiot be included. Who can fot- 
bcar obferving and regretting in a variety of 
inftances, that not only fons but daughters 
have adopted fomething of that fpirit of 
indepfendenceij and difdain of control whidi 
charafterife the times ? And is it not too 
'generally obvious that domeftic manners 
are not flightly tinftured with the prevail- 

r isg 



THE B£K|EFilS:1DF H^STRAINT^ IJff 

hig hue of public priiiciples ? The rights 

of man have been difcufled, till we are fotne- 

what wearied with the difcuffion. To thefe 

have been oppofed^ as the next ftagc in 

the progreft of illumiliation,, and with 

niore prefumpticm than prudence, the rights 

of woman. It follows, according to the 

^ natural progreflion of human things, that 

^ the next influx of that irradiation which 

our enlighteners are pouring in uppa us 

^ill illuminate the world with grave de« 

fcants on the rights of youth y on the rights 

4f children J on the rights of babies J 

• This revolutionary fpirit in familiesiug- 

gefts the remarky that among the faults 

'Utith) which it has been too much tbe 

.'felhion of recent times to load the memoiy 

of the incomparable Milton, one of the 

charges brought agaihft his. private cha- 

.jaiftei: (for with his political charafter vre 

::l)avo here nothing to.doj.^has been, that he 

-was fo fevere a father as to have compelled 

his daughters, after he was blind, to read 

^jSjioud tp him, for his fole pleafure, Greefe 



an4 Latiii authors of vrhich tlfiey' dad not 
HUderftand a word* But thk is m iaft 
sibtbing more than an inflaace ^the ibid 
dcm^ftic Regulations of the |ige^*ia 'whieli- 
Milton lived } and fiiould not be brc^ught 
fohrard as a proof of tTic feverity of hfe 
individual- temper. Nor indeed in any 
cafe fhou^ it evef be confidercd'^as^ ah' 
hardfliip for an affedaonate child to 'xttifit& 
an afflifted parent, even though it feoUld 
be attended witH a heavier fecrifice ^ bdr 
own pleafure than, that prbdue^ inthe 
prefent inftance ♦.' 

■'■•''• Is^ 

*" In fpite of this too prevailing i^irk, anrfat a tTm'c 
«A^9 by an. inverted ftalQ ofib^ety^ facrifiaes of eafe^ 

j((|^8, tlia^ required^af par^^£cpQi$;]^4 
l^ ipftance9 Q>ight be, adduced pf filial a^edjon truly- 
hoppunible to the prefent peqod* And. the author 
records wilK pleafure, that flie has fecn amiable youngs 
^4ics of high rank c^ndu^Ung the fteps «f a blind 
ittt illufttious paceot «ith.ttu.e %*^ &nip^> ao4 
1^ oftiep gxntfwipjatf^d, io anotibcr fawUj:, the inte- 
filing attentions of daHghtqrs who were botn hap^* 
jwd eyes to an infirm and nearly blind father. It is- 
^ ' " but^ 



,I& tfaf^ author thai inculcating the h^i^ 
doflrine of pateriiai aufterity? By txo, 
m^n). /It drives the gehtle fpirit to 
artifice, and iht rugged to dcfplin Jt;, 
gme^tts deceit amd Miming, the moil 
hdp(sle& And hateful in the 'tiAuAb c4tt^^ 
ioSpoLt of fem^ failiilgs. Ungovemcd 
^ger in the tea^her^. and inabiGty to dif- 
crinuxttte between venial errors and pre^ 
medkated offence, thoxtgh tliey may lead 
a dmid crsiKture to hide .wrong temperd^ 
or to conceal bad adions, will hot help her 
to fubdue the one of correft the other, 
The dread of fevef ity will drive terrifiedi 
children to feek, not for reformation, b&t 
ibr impunity, A readings to forgive them 
l^rombtes frai^knds : and we fhould, above 
all * thingft^ encourage them to be ixank^ 
itt oi'dcr to come at then: faults* They 



&t juffice to a3d, that thefc examples are not takep 
-p-oth that hiiddle rank of life which Milton fille4f 
ftitTrdra the daitghterB of the higheft officers m ^i 



f§6 T*Hi!'»«N3EFiT^^F"ltES>l'fcAlii¥: 

Mve hot tnore^feultfe for being operi,' thiy 
6ifly dffcovermott'^ and tokno^ the wdrfl 
^* the charafter we have ta reglilate will 
enable us* tQ make it betten 
A ]5!ifcipline, however, : is not cruelty; 
^d^eftraint is nor feverity/ We muft 
ftrengthen the feeblie, while we repel the 
bbTfd. We cahtiot * educate ' by^ la receipt ; 
for after ftudying the beft rules, and after 
digefting them into a fyftem, much muft 
depend on contingent circumftances j for 
that which is good may yet be inapplicable* 
'The cultivator of the human mind niuft, 
Kke the gardener, ftudy divelrfities of foil, 
or he may plant diligently and water faith- 
folly with little fruit. The fkilful labourer 
knows that even where the furface is not 
particularly proniifingj there is often a 
-1*ough ftrong ground which will amply re- 
^.y the trouble of breaking it up ; yet we 
•-are often mpft takqn with a foft furface,. 
though it conceal a fliallow depth, becaufe 
it promifes prefent reward and- little trou- 
♦^le. But ftrong and pertinacious tempers, 

of 



of.i(wh}a>.. perhaps obftingoy i^ the ka4lfl|( 

frker U(xd>€£. ikilful manag43ment often xviffSii 

%mt ft^dy ^and flerling cbaraders ; whU^ 

from fofter clay a firm and vigorQus Titttie 

is vi)ut.feldom. produced-. Pertinacity is 

pjften principle, . which wants nothing b^ 

ip.be kd to its true objeS ; while the.ifiM- 

formly yielding, and univerfally accommpbi' 

4^ting4>irit,..is not feldom the refult o£a 

i(^ble>tpne of morals, of a temper ^eagc): 

ior praife, and ading for iieward^ .... ,^r 

.:,3ut tb€;re revolutions in chara£i:er c^fi* 

npt,;be efFeded by mere education. Plu** 

tarcb has obferved that the medical fcience 

would :neyer be brpught to perfeftion till 

ppy^bns (hould be converted into phyfict 

iWhatour late improvers in natural fcience 

vhave done in the medical, world, by coxii- 

verging: the moftly deadly .ingredientg intp 

^mftruinents of life and health, Chriftiani^ 

with a fort of divine alchymy ha& efFe£lQd 

iix tbemc^al worJd, by that tranfmutation 

which makes thofe pai&pns which have . 

L 4 . been 



b<i^.;^}:king. for iiii)^ea>mfiHad3W/ in/dip 
cai«fe.of rcBgioit;'::^The iiiofentjvtemper^bf * 
8aul of Tarfus, which was ** exbrt^dii^fly 
<^4nia4^' againft the faints of Gcd^^did'GJxl 
fie^fit to convert into that' btiriong^^iesli 
irhlcb enabled Paul the Apoftle ib labou? : 
io unremittingly for the conVerflofiof thi 
Oenule world, Ghriftiankf iiideed- does^ 
not fo much gifd us new aSedtorts or &u 
enkiss^ as give a new direQibn to thoffe^ ^H"'- 
already have. She ch»fkges that Jbirbw- of 
the worid which worketh dedtH int6* 
<• godly ibnrow which worketh rtpciif- 
f« toce.**' ' She changes our atiget agjrfiift' 
fcte perfoils we diflike into hatred bf thd^ 
finsi *^ The feaa* of man which \#ifrketlS' 
^* a fnare,**fhe ttairiVnutes into* ^ thirt fckr 
^ of €tod which Wbrkelh falvatib^;'^ Th^ 
jreHgibn dcj^^ not eitkiguifh the paffionis^' 
|9«*only alters their objeft, the anhnatefl 
u^reffions of the fi^rvid Apoftle d&nfirtyK^^ 
•f'Y^a, what fimrfkiHefs ; ytav *«^h^ ck^^ 
^ ingtf ycurfiliMs ; yca^ what indignathnf 

. ** yea> 



**i^?^/ *Tca,' what T^al; ye*, ■ wfiiii"> 

nThu$^ . by fome of the moft troublefome' 

piffions hof - our liatore being convetted^**^ 

by:, the bkffing of ' God on a religioufc^" 

ed)t<;alk>n (o. the fide of yirtue^.a dotdidtf': 

P£if ppfe is efie£led* Becau fe. If I may te ' 

al]L(|w^d ;|o jcb^nge the metaphor, it is th^.- 

cl^ra^^ c^.the paffions nerer taobferve 

a. neutrality • If;they are nti longer rebelsi-^ 

tUey beoouie auxiliaries ; and the tcceflioii' 

of ftr^ngth is doubled, becaufe a foe fub-^ 

.dued is an ally obtained. For it is the 

efied of religion on (be pailions, thai 

Vf\i^tk (he feizes the enemy's garrifon, fhe 

dpes not content herfelf with defeating its 

future mifchiefs, (he does not deftroy the 

WQfk^^ &e does not burn the arfenal .and- 

fpike. the cannon j but the artillery ihev 

feizes, (he turns to her own ufe; (he aj^ 

t9ic)u. iq, her turn, and plants its whole 

■ •• * » 

, ^. , . * ^ Coriathiaiis, viL ii. 

force 



fpKc« .;agaiQftu*e .^emy,|rpin. ^koj^i^ 

,-.3ut while I would deprecate hprflmeft^ 
I. would enforce difcipline ; .and .i&at jtK)l 
sxeffely* cMi the grcundi of 'religion^?) but 
of happmefs alfo« 'One teafon, not feldom 
brought forward iby tender toat miftakefli 
mothers it -an :«pology • f6f tbdr en- 
bounded indulgence, efpecisflly to weakly 
thildrcnj i^, tlwo: tthey prbbkbly will not 
live to enjoy th6 world when- grownup; 
and that therefore: they would not abridge 
thei little pleafure* they may enjoy at pre^ 
fent, left they (houkl be' tkkfen ' out of thfe 
world without hiving tafted' any enjoyi. 
ment. But a flight degree of obfervatiofi 
would prove tha* this is an ''error ^tn judg- 
fnent as well -as in' principle. For, otiiit- 
ting Jtny cdnfiderations refpefting thefr 
ftrtuire welferej'and entering only hito th^it 
immediate interefts^; it is an indifputable 
faft that children^ who 'know no' t:oMrOl, 
wfaofe faults encounter no contradiftion, 
and whofe humours e3tp<brlefice conftaxd: 
7 s ^ indul- 



itidulgeAce,"grdw tcidtt IMtible %m(f 'ial 
pricious, invent wants, create <fe(i?<!Sf- IBft 
alb'tdifli- for the ple^fures t<rRich:{hej 
kuow they may reckon upon ; and bdcbftife 
perhaps more » miferable than eveii th®fe' 
jtfifortunate children' who labour under 
j^e.i&ore obvious and more commiferated 
jsusfortune, of fuffering under the tyranaj' 
^f,.Hnkind parents. , 

i-x-.rJiXii early! bBbkual teftraint is peculiarly 
kaportant.tQ the future charader and hap* 
^i^efs of womeir. A judrcious^ nuBehx^ 
ing, but fteady and gentle curb on their 
tempers and paffions caa alone enfure thdr 
p^^ce and eftablifli their .principles. It is 
a habit which cannot be adopted too foon, 
.Bor per fitted in. too pertinacioufly* Xhey 
ihould when very young be enured to 
^pntradi^ion. Inftead of . hearing their 
komiots treafured up and repeated till the 
gUefts are tir-ed, and till the children begin 
to, think it dull, when they themfelves are 
HDl the Httle heroine of the theme, thef 
^UMild be accuitomed to receive but little 
?.. :: praife 



praife fpr their viVacity or their wit, thbugh*, 
H^j ihould receive juft commeiiHation ibr 
ihdbr patience, their induftry, their humility^ 
and other qualities which have more-worth. 
iffm fplendour. They ihould.be led tcf 
4^ftruft their own judgment; they {hould. 
As^rn not to murxnur at expoftulation ; / 
they fhovid be accuftomed tocxpeft and 
to endure oppofition. It i^ a lefibn 
wuh which the world will not fail to 
fumifh them ^ and they will not praife 
it the worfe for having kamt it the 
fobxier. It u of the laft hnfx)rtanc€ ta. 
their hsppinefe «vexi In this life that they 
iZiouId early acquire a fubmiffive temper. 
and a forbearing fpirit% They muil: eveiv 
endure to be thought wrong ibmetimissy. 
when they cannot but fed they ate right** 
JiMud while they fiiould b$ amdcMifly a^r«. 
htg td do well, they muft not exped always 
to obtain the praife of having done fo; 
Bat while a gentle demeanovir is incul*~^ 
csted, let them not be inftrttfted to prac-*: 
fife gentlenefk merely tftt the low -gtoMtd^ 
w? . 7 of 



<>fits being decorous, and femihine, arijif? 
{^dcfing, aip4 ptlcialatcd to attra& humaii^^ 
favour : but l^t them be carefully taugHt ' 
to cuUivate it on the high principle k^ 
jDbtdience to Chriftj on the praSicaf 
ground pf i^bpijiring. ^fter conformity tOf 
Him, wb.Q, wfeen he propofed bimfelf ai 
a perfeil pattern of imitatipn, did not lay/ 
Learn of me* for I am gre^t, or wife, or' 
Siigbty^ hv^ " Learn of me, for I aqi 
•' meek ?ind lowly :** and gr^ioufly pro- 
liiifed that the reward fhould accompany 
the practice, by ^couragingly adding, 
^ and ye (hall find reft to your fouls.-*^ 
J)o not teach them humility on the ordi- 
aary ground that vanity is wuwiiablej and 
that so one. will love them if they are 
prou4 ; for that wiU oply gq^ to correct th.e 
exterior, and qfiake thexn foft and fmiliug 
%poqdte«. But inform them, that " Gofl 
*^ refiftedi the proud,*' while " themr 
** that are. meek he ihall guide in judg-- 
^ m^t, and fuch as are gentle, them ihall 
^ he Uacbu his way«'' la thefe^ a3 i^ s^ll 
1. other 



: other cafes, an habitiral aheiAioa tdfthc 
\':m>tives ftiould b€ carefoHyibbfliiiiifeBdi4n 
.Ithdr young hearts^ in the pkurelof too 
i;39»^uch anxiety itbout th^ eventrof a^ioii^* 
;^ Principles^ aims^, and iriientions ibould be 
invariably infifted' dn, 'as the' only true 
^.groimd of right ptadticej-aml ;they (hould 
v'be carefully 'guarded aglainft' too liiiach 
/folicitude for that human- 'praifc whichr:at- 
*taches to appearancfes • as much at* to 
■'realities, toTuccfcfs more than'tX) d^fei^t; 

* Let me tepeat, without meufring' tile 

• t^nfure of tautology, that it tHU be 6f >paft 

fiiiportaiice riot to let flip th€? earlieft oc- 

caflons of working geiitte tnarinm- iiito 

im habit on their only, tru6 fbundatitin, 

•Chriftian meeknefs. For this purpofe^I 

"Would again iirge your calling iii the ek- 

.:ample of our Redeemer in aid of hife J>re- 

'trfepts, Emleavour to make your p^il. 

^feel that all the wonders exhibited in^ his 

Kfe do not fo ^ overwhelm the awakened 

•heart with rapture;, love, and aftomfliment, 

as the perpetual inftanccs of ids hutmlity 

i*" • and 



^lOicb' mfiekntfs, vMi which the Gdfpel 

'tabbimd^ 'Stupendans miracles(, eac^cifes 

>cf >infiiii«e. power prompted by infiilite 

^Ittetey, ' *are adioni ' w4iich~ "we ftotrld 

haturaHy I enough* conceive as p-ow£hg 

-'icmt of omnipotence and divine perfeftian : 

^/tmt filence under cruel mbckings, patience 

'tunder repfoach^ gentlenefs of demeanor 

^nndcr tia!paralleled iiquries ; thefe aire 

^perfeftiona of which unaffifted nature. not 

only has no conception in a Divine Being, 

-ibvLt at which it would revolt, had not the 

^teality. been exemplified by our perfefl; 

pattern. Healing the fick, feeding the 

^multitude, reftoring the blind, raifing the 

,7 dead, are deeds of which we couid form 

fpme adequate idea, as neceflarily flowing 

iirom Almighty goodnefs : but to wifli his 

difctples' feet, — to preach the Gofpel to 

«tbe^o«r,- — to renounce not only eafe, for 

: that' heroes have done on human motives, 

i.*-4>ut to. renounce praife, to forgive his 

perfecutors, to love his enemies, to pray 

y'for his murderers with his hft breath;— 

:•;;. ^ thefe 



tbdb are -thli^ #hidi^ while they icompel 

:,iife.to cry out with th^ Centurion, >* Tr^ly 

*^ahtt was thd ^Soa of God," (houlfl «- 

:'tniniLu&.alib^:that they are .not only-0^- 

-jiMt hut imitabie parts o£. his ch^raflj^. 

.S^befe.are not fpeculatiye doi^riQCS whicji 

i^^^came tp preach tp.ChriJii,i?fl$, J>ut li^ttBg 

^4uties livhlch he meant to-^^^ilonttkea); 

jymbols of xheir profeflion^ teiU of t^jr 

.difcipleihip4 Thefe are p^rfedions which 

we are zxot barely to contemplate ,with 

boiy awe and 4ift9<9t a(}mir$btion, ^s. if 

diey were reftrided to the dhnn^ Mtu,3;e 

v^our Redeemer^ b^t we mud cpafider 

.^hem s^ fuited to the human n^tuxcaJLCo, 

:;^bich he condef|g:^4ed to participate j i^ 

cgntemflatingy^ we iQuft ifnitOfU j in admif « 

^ing^ we jnufl; pra^fe; and in our m^afU|i;e 

and degree go and do like wife. El^vilCP 

j,our thougl^ts.for oqe moment to this 

.^i^tandacdy (and ypu , fhould never , 3iji£ifr 

^oujfelf to be contented with a lowe^;,) 

,and then_ go, if you can, and teach yj^ijr 

^jj^ldren to be mild, and foft, and gentle 

. on 



TH9 BENEFITS OF aESJRAIHT. 1^1 



oif :^ri^' gto^d^, on htfmai^ metres, 

thdr feX) as aa.a|^eiidage to their nffik^ 
as an e2q)reiiio]i of their .good breeding. . 

. . An early habit of reftramt (hould be. 

-gently but fleadily exerdfed over all their 
a{ipetiteft ^md tempers. She who has been 

:ufed tofet bcKinds to her defires ^ a general 

> principle, will moderate her fbndnefs fot 
drefs ; while this feemingly little drcom'^ 
ftance, if neglefted, and the oppofite haint 
formed, may be the firft ftep to every fuc« 
ceifive error and every confequent diftrefs^ 
Thofe women who are ruined by fedu£Uon 
in the lower dafles, and thofe who are 
made miferable by amUtious marriages in 
die higher, will be mcM'e frequently found 
to owe their mifery to an ungovemed paf« 
fion for drefs and (hew, than to modves 
mote apparently bad* 

There is a cuftom among teiachers, 

which is not the more right for hemg 

common; they are apt to beftow an 

undue proportion of pains on children of 

voLii u M die 



the' "beft capacity, - as'-tf-'bnly 
wdi«'»worthy of atlehtkm- -'They Ihould 
refieft that in modcrate%talents, carefully 
cuh^atied) we are peflia^ to loo^ for the- 
chleif-^happiild^ and virtue > of Ibciety^ If 
fbp^lsitke genius- feid . been gon^rally 
riefcefey, Its exiftence it^tjulfii not hav^- 
l>^6fi^ fo. tare $ for omnipotence €ouideafJy 
K&:>^e-teade thofe talents common whieh we 
n6W" tonfidet 4s/extraordinary had they 
bib^i ^'^t^ary^ to the-perfeQion of his^ 
plan. ■ Befid^s^, while we are confci- 
etttioufly IMtu^irig children of moderate 
(iapadty, it h acomfort to refteft, that if 
nb'lab^tir-will raife them to a high degree 
iti tli^ fcate of intelleftual diftindion, yet 
they maybe ledv on- to perfeftion ui that 
road Jn which •^^ a way-fering-man, though 
^ fimplev fball not err/- And when a 
mother feels difpofed t^' repinfe tfcather 
family is not likely to exhibit a groupe of 
future wits and -growing- ^beauties, Ut her 
6onf6le herfelf by looking abroad into the 
Worlds where ibe will qiuckly perceive 

thai 
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t^it tbe ma^opoly of happiheS is not en^ 
gr»fled by beauty, nor that of virtue \>ji ' 
genius. 

Perhaps mediocrity of part« was dc^ 
creed to be the ordinary lot, by way bl 
futoifhing a ftiotmliis to induftry, and 
llrengthenihg the motives to virtuous apf- 
pikation. For is it not obvious that mc/. 
derate abilities, carefully carried to that 
meafuia of perfeftiori' of Which they are 
capable o^n enable theit poilbfibrs to 
oUtftfip, in the race of knowledge and 
of ufefulnefs, their more brilliant but left 
perfevering competitors ? It is with men- 
tal endowments, as with other rich gifts 
of Providence ; the inhabitant of the luxu- 
riant fouthem clime, where Nature has 
done every thing in the way of vegetation^ 
indolently lays hold on this very fertility 
which fliould ianimatis his exertions as a 
plea for doing nothing faimfelf ; fo that the 
foil which, teems with fucb encouraging 
abundance leaves ,the favoured pofleffor 
idle^ and coniipar^tively poor } while the 
M ^ native 
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native of the lefs genial region, fapplying; 
by his labours the deficiencies of his lot, 
overtakes his more favoured competitor} 
by fubflituting induftry for opulence, 
he improves the riches of his native 
hud beyond that which is blcfled with 
Y^armer. funs, and thus vindicates Pro- 
vidence from the charge of partial dit 
tribution. 

. A girl who ha» docility. will feldom be 
found to want underftanding fufHciont for 
all the purpofes of a ufeful, a. happy, and 
a pious life. And it is as wrong for 
parents to fet out with too fanguine a de- 
pendence on the figure their children are 
to make in life, as it is imreafonable to 
be difcouraged at every difappointment. 
Want of fuccefs is fo far from furnifliing ia 
motive for relaxing their energy, that it is 
a reafon for redoubling it. Let them 
fufpeft their own plans, and reform them j 
let them diftruft their own principles, and 
correft them. The generality of parents 
do too Uttlej fome do much, and mift 

their 
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their reward, becaufe they look not to aixy 
(Iriength beyond their own: after much 
is done, much will remain undone ; for thp 
entire regulation of the heart and affedions 
is not the work of education alone, but is 
ejBTeaed by the operation of divine grace^ 
Will it be accounted enthufiafm to 
fuggeft, " that the fervent effectual 
" prayer of a righteous parent availeth 
** much ?** and to obfer^fe that perhaps th? 
reaibn why fo many anxious mothers 
fail of fuccefs is, becaufe they repofe 
with confidence in their own ikill and 
labour, without looking to Him withr 
out whole blelBing they do but labour iqt 
vain? 

On the other hand, is it not to be feared 
that fome pious parents have fallen into 
an error of an oppofitc kind? From a 
fiill convidioh that human endeavours ar^ 
Tain, and that it is God alone who can 
change the heart, they are earned in their 
prayers but not fo earned in their en- 
deavours. Such parents fhould be re- 
M 3 minded^ 
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ifiinded^ that if tliey do not add ihdt 

feter^ojfis to their prayers, their children 

^rc not likely to be more befitefitdd than 

the children of thofe who do n6t adcf their 

jh-ayers to their exertions. What God 

fias joined, let riot man j^refuiiie to fepa- 

fate. It is the work of God, we residily 

acknowledge, to implant religion in the 

ifieart, and to maintain it there as a ruling 

principle of condu£i. Arid is it not the 

fame God ^hich caUfeS the com to grow? 

Are not our niitural Kves conftantly pre- 

ferved by his power ? Who will deny 

tJiat in him we live, arid tftove,' and have 

iour being ? But how Are thefe <vdrks 

of God carried on ? By means which he 

has appoirited. By the labour of the 

hufbandman the Com is made to grow: 

by food the body is fnftained : and by 

fdiglous inftrudion God is pleafed to 

Vfhrk upon the human Heart. As far* as 

^e fee of the ways of God, all his works 

dte catried on by means. It becomes 

therefore our duty to ufc the means, and 

truft 



.truft'in G6d; to remember that Goct«iIl 

,liQt...'work without .the. means ;..aA4.Sh&t 

the means can effeft Nothing without Jtiis 

bleffiag. t' Paul may plant and ApoUos 

/' water, but. it. is God muft give the 

. .". Ji^cyeafe/' But. to what does he 

^iy^ the increafe? To the exertions oi 

Paul and Apollos.- It is never faid, be- 

caufe God only can give the increafe, 

that Paul and. AppUos may fp^re their 

iabquTf • ' .* 

It is one grand objeft to giye-the yoqng . 

probationer juft. and fober views of the 

world on y^hich ihe is about to entef. 

Jnftead: of making Jher bpfom boynd.at the 

jiear„.profpeft of etnajjcipation from. her 

inftryftors ; inftead of teaching her yoi^ng 

.heart to dance with premature .flutterings 

aa the critical wiii^f drs^ws near in, which 

Jhe* is Jo come out; inftead of raifing a 

-tumult in her bufy imagination at the ap- 

..vpioach of her firft grown up ball^ an event 

^jhey^oiut'as forming the fitft gnud epocha 

f4>£;&niaie'iife, i& the period from which a 

>j'i • M 4 |re(h 



. 'J 
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' frdh computatifm;&Qaig'die pkafiiires^lufd 
iivlfipendencejoCteoinanhood is to bedafed )^' 

: inftead of tbisende^cur ta^coavince her^ 
tl»t t^ie worldi^U noi:(tuni:otitt499beiiiat 
fcene of unvarying^ and nwet-cndmg^ de* 
lights which iht has perhaps been led toei- 
peft, not only from the fiSungviaf^ temper and 
warm fpyits natural to youtlj; hts^^^ota the 
Ts^ueihe has feen put on t);pfe'(hoWy ac-^- 
complilhments which have^tdO iprobaWy 
been fitting her for her exhibUiowtin ^if€. 
^ Teath her that this world is not sHIige for 
the difplay of fuperfidal or even of fliining 
talents, but for theftrift and fober exercife 
of fortitude, temperamcie, meeknefs, faith^ 
d3igence, and felf-denial ; of her due per- 
formance of which' Chriftian graces. 
Angels will be fpeftators, and God the 
judge. Teach her that human life is not 
a fplendid romance, fpangled over mth 
brilKant adventures^ and enriched with 
extraordinary occurrences, and diverfified 

. wkh wonderful incidents ; lead her not ta 

exped that it will abound with fcene^ 

; which 



wpft^fubpowq^fe imoTfjerpetual aftiqnif 
aud'for. which if iheacquit herfelf well flife 
wiU;be iSew^rded vitb, prppftrrionate farte v 
and certain commendatipo. But apprize 
her that human life h a. true hiftory, many 
paflages of which will be dull, obfcure, and 
unioterefting ; feme perhaps tragical; but 
that whatever ^gay jiicidents and pleafing 
fcencs.may be i|it^rfperfc4 iii the progrefe 
of the piece^ y^t finally " one event hap- 
*« penetli to all ;'* to all there is one awful 
and infallible cataftrpphe. u^ppffee her 
that the eftimation which mankind forms ' 
of merit is not always juft, nor is its praife 
very exaftly proportioned to defert j t^Il 
her that the world weighs a£Uons in far 
different fcales from ^* the balance of the 
*' fanduary/' and eftimates worth by a for 
different ftandard from that of the gofpel : 
apprize her that while her pureft inten- 
tions may be fometimes calumniated, and 
her beft anions mifreprefented, ihe wiH^ 
on the other hand, be liable to receive 

commen- 



1 l^O THE BEKEriTS OF 1l^«TlJ.AllT5r. 

commendation on occsrfions Whereirt her 
confcience will tdl her fiie has Dtot defervcd 
it ; and that (he may- be lixcoilad by others 
for aftions for. tvhich, if (h^be^'fionefl^ flie 
may condyma herfelf. . / >. 

Do not however givje her..a gloomy and 
difcouraging piftufe of* the- world, h^t 
rather Teek^ to give, her: a .jail' and fober 
view of the part (he iKiil:have to afl: 
^ Vin it. Aild reftrain t^ ft^petiiofity of 
hop6, and cool the ardoiif Q^^^tpeftation, 

. by explaining to her, that thid^ part, even 
in her beft eftate, will probably confift in 
a fucceillbn of pietty trials, and a round of 
tjuiet duties which^ however well perform- 
ed, though they will make little or bo figure 
in the book of Fame, will prove of vaft 
impoitance to her in that day when another 
" book is opened, and the judgment is fet, 
*' and every one will be judged- according 
** to the deeds done in the body, whether 
" thfey4>e good or bad.** 

Say not that thefe juft and fober views 

-will cruelly wither "her young hopes, 

and 
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and deaden the innocent fatisfaftions of 
life. It is not true. There is, happily, 
an adive fpriAg in the mind of youth which 
bounds with frefli vigour and uninjured 
■elafticity from any fuch tempotaty depreC- 
fi&m It is not metot that you fliould darken 
fi«rprofped, fo much as that you fliould 
enlighten the eyes of her underflanding to 
contemplate it. And though her feelings, 
taftes, and pa.IIions^ will all be againft you, 
1^ you fet before her a faithful delineation 
of life, yet It will be fomething to get her 
judgment on your fide. It is no unkind 
office to affift the fljort view of youth with 
'the aids of long-fighted experience, to en- 
able them to difcover fpots in the bright- 
nefs of that life which dazzles theru in 
profpeft, though it is probable they will 
after all choofe to believe their own eyes 
gather than the offered glafs. 



C ^r^ ] 



CHAP. VIL 



On female Jludjy and initiaiion into kn<nu^ 
ledge. — Error of cultivating the imagina- 
tion to the r^gle^l of the judgment. — Books 
of reafoning recommended. 

A s this little work by no means affumes 
the charafter of a generJil fcheme bf fedix- 
cation, the author has purpofely avoided 
expatiating largely on any }dnd of in- 
ftru£lion, but as it happens to be con- 
nefted, either immediately or remotely, 
with objefts of a moral'br religious nature. 
Of courfe fhe has been fo far from thinking 
It neceflary to enter intp ^he enumeration 
of thofe popular books which are ufed in 
general inftruftiori, that flie has purpofely 
forborne to mention any. With fuct 
books the rifing generation is far more 
copioufly and ably furniflied than any that 
has preceded it ; and put of an excellent 

variety 
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Variety the jddicious inftruftor can hardly 
feil to make fuch a feleftion as (hall be be* 
neficial to the pupil. 

But while due praife ought not to be 
withheld from the improved methods of 
communicating the elements of general 
knowledge J yet is there not fome danger 
that our Very advantages may lead us into 
error, by caufing us to repofe fo con- 
fidently on the multiplied helps which 
facilitate the entrance into learning, as to 
render our pupils fuperficial through, the 
very fecility of acquirement? Where fo 
much is done for them, may they not be 
led to do too little for themfelves? and be- 
fides that exertion may flacken for want of 
a fpur, may there not be a moral difadvan-^ 
tage in pofleiHng young perfons with tho 
notion that learnmg may be acquired with- 
out diligence, and knowledge be attained 
without labour? Sound education never 
can be made a " primrofe path of dal- 
" liance." Do what we will, we cannot 
<:beat children into learning, or p/ay them 

into 
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into knowledge, acK:orjdi?[g t-o >the^ ctmci;^ 
liaiing fmoothnefB of the: js^f^n ereedv 
and the felfi(h indolenc.$;of nipjtjejcfi habUs^ 
There is no jdl^ .way tQ any.acquyitfons 
which really 4^^ve the'fiw^e*: And\2^ 
JEucIid, ia « ordei: tp reptefs tfte impsetuous 
vanity: of griataefs^ told, his Sovereign- that 
thqte wis «o .'jpyaj way to; geometry, fo 
the foad inothcr may be affui:od that there 
h no fliort 4iut to any othe? kind of le^rii 
ing; no-privileged bye».p£^h clearediifoni 
the thorwiand. hriars-.Df lepulft and diffif 
cuUy, fKiT'th^ajccommodation oi fieminme 
weaknefe^. \ '^ie tiiee of kaosriedge,. as a 
punilhment^' perhaps, for.' its iiaving been 
at firft unfairly ta(U(l, cannot no«r be 
climbed without difScvhyf and this very 
circuHiftance'ferves afterward* ta fumiffi 
not only Jit^ry plealii^ea, bvA moral -^- 
vantages : for the knoKvkdge -whicj* is ao^ 
qjuired by. . unwearied aflkkity is kflSsg 
ia . the pofeifion, and fiveet jto th.c pofieffoT ; 
both perliaps in proportion to the coft.*and 
labour of th^ acquifuion. And though 

an 
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an .:ahle teacher oaght to eadestvour, bj 
iii}pS4)ving the conununicating faculty ia 
kbaf€^9 (&}r laany know what they cannot 
teach,) to ibfton every difficulty ; yet Uk 
ipite of the.kiodnels sind -ability with whiciih 
be vdUixoDoth ^every obftruftion, it is pro- 
bably among ^he wife inftitu^ons of Provi** 
dence that great difficulties &ould flilt 
remain. For education is but an initiation 
into that life of trial to which we are in- 
troduced on our entrance into this world. 
It is the firft breaking-in to that ftate of 
toil and labour to which we are bom, and 
to which fin has made us liable j and in 
diis view of the fubjeft the pams taken in 
tbc acquifition of learning may be con- 
voted to higher ufes than fuch as are 
purely literary. 

Will it not be afcribed to a captious fm- 
gularity, if I venture to remark that real 
knowledge and real piety, though they 
may have gained in many inftances, have 
fuffisred in others from that profufion of 
lit-tle, amufing, fentiment^l books with* 
6 which 
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which the youthful .library vOt^erftows? 
^Abundance has its dangers as ; well .as 
;^arcity. In the firft plaice .-may.^ i^ot. the 
multiplicity of thefe alluring little works 
kt'creafe the natural* reludajifse to thofe 
more dry and uiynterefting. .ftudica^ of 
which, alter all, the rudiu^^ts of every 
part of leaining mtf/i confril?. And fg* 
condly, is there not fome danger (though 
.there ^re many honoura.ble exceptions} 
.^^t fome of thofe engaging naxrativcs 
uxay ferve to ijifufe mto the ypujhfui.heaijt 
a. fort of fpurious goodnefs, a confidence 
'of virtue^ a parade of charity? And thajt 
the benevolent actions with the- recital, of 
|Which they abound, when t|\ey ^are. not 
made to flow from any fource but feeling, 
may tend to infpire a felf-compUcencyjj a 
jfelfrgratulation, a " ftand by,,, for I am 
^^ holier than thou ?** May not the fuccefc 
with which the good deeds of the little 
Jieroes are uniformly crowned j the inva- 
rbble reward which is made the inftant 
•concomitant of well-doing, fiintiih the 

young 
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jotiiig ^th £silfe views of the condition of 
life,.suid the nature of the divme dealings 
vnih men? May they not help to fuggefl: 
a falfe ftandard of morals, to infnfe a love 
of popularity and an anxiety for praife, 
in the pbkie <>f that fimple and unoftenta- 
tious rale of doing whatever good we do, 
becaii/e it is the will ofGodl The univerfal 
fubftittttion of this principle would tend 
to purify the worldly morality of many a 
popular little ftory. And there are few 
dangers which good parents will more 
carefiiUy guard againft than that of giving 
their children a mere politiod jpiety ; that 
fort of religion which juft goes to make 
people more refpe&abk, and to ftand well 
with the World; a religion which is to fave 
appearances without inculcating realities ; a 
reUgioh which aSe£ts to ^^ preach peace 
•• and good will to men,** but which for« 
getl to ^ive ** ^lory to God on high *.** \ 
- There 

, f Att i^nious (and la many icfpe6b ufcfiil).! 
French Treatife on Education^ has too nauch eii«| 
- Ifowi. H counigfd 
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There is a certain precocity of iftin^ 
iAAch ts mtach iielped on by thfefe fupcr- 
feial modes of itiftruftion j for -fi^olous 
reading mil produce its eoir^i^totodenfe 
^fty in mnch )«fs time than kwks of 
fisiid 3nftru£tionf the imagination being 
jpable to be worked upon, and the feelings 
idi)e fet a-going, much fafterthan the 
tuoderftanding can be opened and the judg- 
ment enlightened^ A taieat for convert 
fimoa fhould be the refiilt of ^ixation^ 
Bot its precurfor > it is a golden fruit when 
i^jiffin-ed to r^en gradually, on the tree of 
knowledge; but if forced in the hot4:)ed 
of a circulating library, it will turn ow 
^rthlefs and vzgid in pHoportioa ^ai it 
was artificial and prenuiture. Girk who 

ee^agfd dm political j^ietjf h^ confidef^g r^Uffpn; 
as^ a. thing of human eonventioor rather than of 
dmhc inftTtatiDn j, as a thing creditable^ rather than 
commsfndtdi hj cre^ng^ the db6lnne of expautncy 
iTXt ;rfie ^lace of Chriftlan fimplicity; and wearing 
away the fpirit of truth, by the fubftitution of occa-r ; 
fi^tiftl deceit^, equivocation, ful)tcrfugc, and mental 

^— - have 



hav^ been accufiomed to devour a multU 
tu4^ of frkoloqs books, will converfe and 
write with il far greater appearance of ikiU 
a$ to ftyle and fentiment at twelve or four* 
tn^m years old, than tbofe of a ihore ad-i 
vadccid age who are under the difciplineof 
fbvieter ftudies; but the former havingf 
early attained to that low ftandard which 
had been held out to them, become (la^ 
tionary ; while the latter, quietly progref^ 
five, are paffing through jufl: gradatioas to 
a higher ftrain of mind ; and thofe whey 
early begin with talking and writing like 
Women, commonly end with thinking and 
a6):ing like children. 

The irregular £mcy of women is not fu& 
ficiently fubdued by early application, nor 
tamed by l^our, az^ the kind of know^ 
ledge Aey icpntmosdy do acquire is eafily 
attaiaed-; and being diiefly fbme iliglut j 
acquifition of the memory, fomething ^ 
which is given them to get pff by them- 
fetvet, and not gra«inded in their minds by 
cotaiikeAt aftd converfation, k is eafily loflL 
."^-.7 N2 The 
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The fupcrficial queJiion'ZXi^'anfwer'Vnijy for 
inftance, in which they often leai^nhiftoty, 
furnifhes the mind with little to lean oh : 
the events being detached and fejpahited, 
the aSions having ho links to unite them 
with each other, the charaders not being 
interweaved by mutual relation, the chro- 
nology being reduced to difconnefl^d 
d^tes, inftead of prefenting an unbroken 
feries ; of cburfe, neither events, adtions, 
charafters, nor chronology, -faften them- 
felves on the underftahding, but rather 
float in the memory as fo many detached 
Epifodes, than contribute to form the mind 
of the reader, or to enrich his judgment 
in the important fcience of men and man- 
ners, ' ' ' ' • 

The fwarms of Jbridgmentsy Beauties^ 
and Compendiums^ which form too con- 
fiderable a part of a young lady's library, 
may be confidered in many inftances as an 
I infallible receipt for making a fuperficial 
j mind. The names of thei-enowned dbaf- 
rafters in hiftory thus become fanuHar -in 

- the. 
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the mouths of thofe who 'can neither at- 
tach to. the ideas pf the perfon, the feries 
of his actions nor the peculiarities of his 
charafter. A few fine paflages from the 
poets (paflages perhaps which derived 
their chief beauty from thdr pofition and 
connection) are huddle^ together by fbme 
extrad-maker, whofe bridF and difcori- 
DLe£ked patches of broken and difcordant 
materials^ while they inflame young readers 
with the vanity of reciting, neither fill the 
9}indnor form the tafte: and i^ is ppb 
difficult to trace back to their fliallow 
iburces the h^ckney'd, quotations of cer- 
tain accompli/hed j,o\mg ladies, who ,will be 
j^equently found not to have come legiti- 
mately ^by any thing they know. I mean 
not to have drawi) it from its true fpring, 
the original works of the author from, 
which fome beauty-monger haa fevered it, 
|f uman inconfiflency in this^ as ji) other 
pafes, wants to combiAe two irreco^ciJ^-i 
9bli3 things ; it flirives.to unite the reputa- 
tion of knowledge with the pleafures of 
N 3 idlenefs. 
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idlefiefs, forgetting that nothing that' is 
t^able can be obtained without factilfibes^ 
and that if we would purchafe knowledgfe, 
we muft pay for it the fair and lawful 
|nice 6f time and induftry. For this ex^ 
ira£t-reading, while it accommbdat^ itfelf 
to the conT«nienCd5 ilkfttates dtetharac^ 
tcr of the age in which We Uve: The ap^ 
p&Ske for pl^adfure, and that iow cf js^ 
and indolence which is gelierated by it, 
kive little thne or tafte for fpxmd improve- 
iHttit i tt^hlte the yanityy whidk h equally 
i ctiafade^ic "of the exiftlng period, putd 
ifl ks claim dUb for iftdul^ce, and cm* 
pive^ to figixr^ iaway by thdfd tittle fnatohea 
of ofh^memi^I'^efeidftigj taught in the fkbit 
ihtetTais of fucteffitne toitrfeiliehtsl 

^eCidu^ the tafte, thus pampered with 
delicious morfel8, i^ early vitiated. The 
ybuJig reader • of thefe clujiered beauties 
Conceives a difrelifli for ^very thing which 
is plain, and grows impatient if obliged to 
get through thofe equally neceffary though 
fefs fcot<^y p2fftj of a work-in which per- 
haps 
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haps liie author gives th^ t)# proof pfi^ 
judgm^t by keepiQg m>4ftr :tjial ocoafiQiftflJ 
brilliancy aad^ iucidemfii oxnamout, r^f^ 
w.big^ thafe A^perfiqlal fludcnt^.^e i,a (X)^ 
ftant purfuit. In all w&Uf-writtea .^olqt 
there is muoix ^hat 13 good which is aoi 
dazzling j and thefc fliallpw critic^ ^^J^^ 
be taught, that it is for the embelliflijpeiH; 
of the mgra tanie.^nd uQinter^ftiing jjgf t§ 
of his work,, that the jucJicious poet coax? 
monly referves thofe fio>y/ers, wbofq b^jiutv 
is defaced wheii they are j)lucked from the 
garland, into which he had fo fkilfulljf 
woven' thenu 

The remark, however, as far as it r?* 
iates to abridgments, 7s by no meaji^ pi 
general application ;*'tliere are* many va- 
luable works which from their bulk wpuld 
be almofl: inacceffibte to a^reat numbeif of 
readers, and a confiderable part of whicft 
may-npt be generally Uft^iiL lEven In thi^ 
befE written " books thiere is often fuper- 
fluous matter; authors Ufe apt to 'gci 
^enamoured of their fubje£l, and to dweft 
N4 too 
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too long on it: every perlowd^iamiiM 
time to read a longer work onany fofa^edy 
and yet it may be ti^ell for thJKni to Imow 
fooietfaing on almoft every UbjtSt'i tholfc, ' 
therefore, who abridge volominbtts' works 
judicioufly, render fervice to the cotnmu- ^ 
nity- But there feems, if I ma^ venture 
the femark> to be a miftake in the ii/e of 
abridgments. They are put fyftematically 
iilto the hands of youths who' have, or 
ought to have, leifure for the wbrics at 
large j while abridgments feeni more im-^ 
mediately calculated for perfohs in mor^' 
advanced life, whb wifli to recall fomething 
they had forgotten ; who want to ieftoref 
old ideas rather than acquire new ones ; 
or they are ufeful for perfons immerfed in 
thel)u(iners of the world, who have little 
leifure for voluminous reading : they are 
excellent to refre(h the mind, but not com- 
petent to form it; they ferve to bring 
back what had been formerly known, but 
do not fupply a fund of knowledge. 

Perhaps 



.^fiVhi^ I there iff^dbfne analogy^ tel^eesl-^ 
theiineotal land bodily ^ocrtiformatiori ^f * 
wojnen^ The inftruapr therefore fhc>uld. 
imii^e the phyfician. If the latter pre^ - 
fcribe hraiping medicine for a body:. of 
which. delicacy is the difeafe, the formef; 
would dp. well to prohibit relaxing r^din^ 
for a ipind which is already of too foft - 
a t^ture, and fhould ftrengthen its feeble 
tone by invigorating reading. 

By foftnefs, I cannot be jTuppofed tO; 
mean jifibecility of nnderilaading, but- 
natural fqltneis of hearty and pliancy of> 
teiQ{v?|^.,tpgether with, that indolence of 
fpil^t , .wjhich is fofle^od by indulging in ^ 
feducii^ books, and in. the general habits 
•of faOuc^Q^le.life. 

I m^aa not here to recomimend books 
which arp immediately religious, but fuch 
as exercife the reafoning faculties, teach 
the mind to get acquainted with its own 
nature, and to flir up its own powers- 
Let not a timid young lady ftart if I (hould 
venture to^ recommend to her, after a 

proper 
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proper courfe of preparation, to. 'fwaIlo\r 

and digeft fuch itrong meat as Watts's or 

Duncan's little book of* Logic, *fome parts 

of Mr. Locke's Effay on the jEJuman Un- 

^ derflanding, and ]%(hop But^*8 Analogy. 

Where there is leifure, -and eapaeity, and 

an able friend to comment anfd to^ounfel, 

works of this nature might be profitably 

fobftituted in the place of fe itttich EiigK(k 

Sentiment, French KHlofophyylt^liaft Love-^ 

Songs, and fantaftic^ German imagery aeid 

magic \ronder6. While futth- enervating 

orabfurd books fitdly difqiftJIfy^he -reader 

for folid purfuit or vigorous fhii^iigy the 

ftndi^s here recomm^ided^'lvrald'ad up-^ 

(Ml the conftitution of the xmn^l: as a 

kind of alterative, and, if I maybeaUovted 

the cxprcffion^ would lielp to brace th^ 

intellediial ftamina* 

I This fuggeftion is, howeter, by -no 

i means int^ded to exclude works ^ tafte 

\ .and imagination,' which muft always. maHe 

Uthe ornamental ^ part, and of. courfe "a very 

-confiderablc part, of female ftudies^ It;is 

- - only 
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kjinly ffltitnated; ttet^thtey fliould not f6rm 
Aem entirely ind:exdtifively^ ' Fof what ) 
is fcalfcd dry tbagh reading, independent / 
i^f the kAowledge it conveys, is ufcfiil as t 
jan ^htbit, and whotefo'ihie as an exercife. [ 
-Sfirlous Aujiy ferves to harden the mind • 
far rtioiK trying coiiflifts ; it lifts the reader 
Iftdfli/feirarioTi to intelleft ; it abftrafts 
^et from the world iand its vanities'; it 
f&cs* a' wandering fph-it, and fortifies' i 
Wieak one ; it divorces her from matter ; 
til' cottefts that fptrit of trifling which Ihe 
imtnraHy contrails from thd frivolous turn 
bf female convcrfation, and the petty na- 
Ittite of female employments ; it concen- 
trates her attentron, alSfts her in St habit *of 
fxdudJng trivial thoughts, and thus evch 
kelps tb quilify her for religious purfuits. 
Yes^ I repeat it, thtfre is to woman a 
Chriflfen life to be made of fober ftudies ; 
fldilte books of an oppofite caft, however 
ttttCXp^onable they may be foinetimes 
found in point of expreffion, however free 
from evil in its more.grofs and palpable 

{hapes, 
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ibapes, yet from theii very nature and coii^ 
fi^^tipn they excite a fpirk of rdutatioAi, 
jbj ecchibmng fcenes and' fuggefting jdeais 
fvbich fpften the mind and £et tbe^fancy at 
WQxk ; they take off \(^hokfome reftraSnts^ 
dimxniih fober-mindedaefs> impair the g^ 
lafral, powers of reiiftance, and-^-beO; feed 
habits of improper indulgence^.and nouriih 
a vain and vifionary indolence^ ^bidi hcyt 
the mind open to error d^d the. heart to 
fed^idion. . :..:: 

.T^omen. are little accuftomed tp.clo% 
reafbning on any fnbjca} ftill lef& doth^y 
imxre their minds .to confider particutH^ 
parts of a fubyef): ; they are not habituated 
to turn a truth rpund) and view it in all its 
vaxkdafpe€laand poiitiom; and tbis^j^ 
kojis is one caufe (ia& ^ill be ^bferv^S 
116 another * place) of the too great conS- 
denca they are difpofed to {dace in :th^ 
owa €>]^Qns*; : Though their ima^na^6i[ 
is aii^eiidy too lively^ and their judgmeftf 

^itvy .* Chapter OB Coavcrfation* 

• natu* 
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naturally incorreft ; in educating them we j 
go oB^ito ftimulate theiiiiagitiatioh, tfh% / 
we aeglcd the regulation of the judgmcttti ' 
They already want ballaft, and we mak* 
their education confift in continually 
crowding more fail than they can carry* 
Their intclleftual powers being fo little 
ftrengtheaed by exercife, makes every 
little bufinefe appear a hardfhip to them l 
lyhereas ferious ftudy would be ufeful, 
were it only that it leads the mind to the 
habit of conquering difficulties. But it is 
pisiQuliarly hard to turn at once from 
^indolent repofe of light reading, from 
tbe concerns of mere animal life, the ob- 
jff^.of ienfe, or the frivolouihefs of female 
chit chut 9 it is peculiarly hard, I fay^ ta 
a.mu^ ib.foftened, to refcue itfeif from 
the; dominion of feifrindulgence, torefome 
its powers, to call home its fcattered 
fbength, to fhut out every foreign intru- 
fioay to force back a fpring fo unnaturally 
b^t, apd to devote itfeif to religious reail^' 
ing, to aftive bufinefs, to fober reflec- 
tion. 
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tiony to fdf-^jc^xtm^o^^* wherevnt^/^an 
intelled accuftomed to think. .at. ;^i the 
difficulty of thinking ferioufly is obviouily 
leffened* . .:. . 

Far be it frpm me to defite to maka 
fchqiadic ladies or female dialecticians; 
but there is little fear that the kind of. 
books here recommended, if thoroughly 
ftudied, and not fiiperficially Ikimmed^ 
\(^ill make thdm pedants or induce conceit f 
for by (hewing them the pofTible powo'S' 
of the human mind^ you will bring them 
to fee the littlenefs of their own ;• and furety 
to get acquainted with the mind, to regu- 
late and to inform it, and. to (hew it m 
own ignorance w and ^its oiwn nature, does 
not ieem the way to puff it up. Bui iet 
her who is difpofed ^o be elated with heri 
literary acqiiifitions^ cheek th« rifing va- 
nity by calling to mind the juft remark of - 
Swift,' ^ that after aB her boafted ftci. 
*^ quirements, a wpmah twiU,' generally • 
^ ipeaking, ht found to poifefs ief:ief 
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^ what is called learning than a commoa' 
« fchool-boy." 

•Neither is there any fear that this fort of 
reading . will convert ladies into authors* 
The direft contrary effeft will be likely to i 
be produced by the perufal of writers who 
throw the generality of readers at fuch an 
unapproachable diftance as to check pre* 
fwnption, inftead of exciting it. Who are 
thofe ever multiplying authors, that with 
unparallelled fecundity are overilocking 
the worid with their quick-fucceeding pro^* 
geny? They are novel-writers; the 
eafineis of whofe produftions is at once 
the caufe of their own fruitfulnefs, and of 
the almoft infinitely numerous race of imi'> 
tators to whom they give birth. Such id 
the frightful facility of this fpecies of com- 
poiition, that every raw girl, while fhe 
reads, is tempted to fancy that fhe can alfo 
write* And as Alexander, on perufing 1 
tJisie..Jliad9 found by congenial fympathy 
the image of Achilles^ flamped on 'hirowtt- 
sutdbnt foul, and felt himfelf the hero he 
6 was 



was ftudying; and as Corrcgio, oa %i( 
beholding a pifture which exbitxtted tj|e 
perfection of the graphic art, prophetically 
felt all his own future greatnefs, and,cri|d 
cut in rapture, ** And I too am a painter!** 
fo a thorough-paced novel-reading Mifs, ^t 
the clofe of every tiffue of hackney'd a(f* 
ventures, feels within herfelf the flirriog 
impulfe of correfponding genius, and tri- 
umphantly excljums, ** And I too am aa 
** author \" The glutted imagination fooii 
overflows with the redundance of cheap 
fentiment and plentiful incident, and by a 
fort of arithmetical proportion, is enabled 
by the perufal of any three novels, ' to pro- 
duce a fourth ; till "every frefii produ£Hon, 
Kke the prolific progeny of Banquo, is fol- 
lowed by 

Another, and anotlier, and another ! 

Is a lady however deftitute of talents, cdti* 
cation or knowledge of the world, ^hoti 
iludies have been completed by a circu- 
lating library, in any diftrefe of mind? die: 

'" writing 
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';mi^^*^JL'ii6^cl fuggefts itfelf as the b^ 

' ftiothfef' 6if Her forrows f Does ihe labour 
undir iuiy depreffion of circumftances ? 
iirritmg' a novel occurs as the readieft re- 
ceipt for mending them ! And Ihe folaces 

^her imarihation with the convidion that 
tire fubfdription which has been extorted 

^y h^r importunity, or given to her necef- 
fifies, has been offered as an homage to. her 

genius. And this confidence inftantly 
fevjjBS a frefli contribution for a fuccc^eding 
work. Capacity and cultivation are fo 
J(ittle taken into the account,, that writing 
a book fi^ems to be now confidered as 
tbe only fure refource which the . idle 
iand the illiterate have always in their 
pbwer. 

May the Author be indulged in a fliort 
digreffion while fhe remarks, though rather 
out. of its place, that the corruption occa- 
rK)n^4 by tbefe books has fpread fo wide^ 
ajid.defcended fo low, as to have become 
on^ of the mod univerfal as well as jBpft 
{^luqpus fources of corruption among us. | 
-^^ VOL. u o Not 
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Not only among mUleners, mantua-anakeitr 
and other trades v/hoic. numbers work to^ 
gether, the labour of one girl is ftequentl^E 
iacrificed that fhe may be fpared tor read- 
thofe mifchievous books to the olhera; 
but fhe has been aifured by clergymen wha 
have witnefled the fa<9:, that they aie pro- 
cured and greedily read, in tke warda of 
our Ho^itak! an a^ful hint^ th^t thok 
vho teach, the poor to ijead, ihould, not 
only tal^e care to furnifl> thei^ with pno- 
ciples which will lead them to a}>hor cop* 
rupt l?ook^^ but that they ftiould al^ furaifti. 
ti^em with fugh books a$ Ihall ftrengihen 
gnd. confirm' th^ir principles*. And let 

every, 

* Tl^^ ajbove facls furnlfl^ net argupe^t. ga.thc fide 
of thofe who would keep the poqr in ignorance^. 
Thofe who eannot read can hear, and are likely, to 
hear to Worfe purpofe than thpfe who have been 
better taught. And that ignorance funiifhe^ no 
fj^curity for integrity either in morals or politics,, 
die late revolts in more than one country, remarkable 
f6r the ignorance of the poor, fully illuflrate. It is 
eamcftly hoped that, the abov« fad» may tcnd-ta im- 
^. grefifc 
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every Chriftian remember, that there is no 
other way of entering truly into the fpirit 
of that divine prayer, which petitions that 
the name of God maybe " haUowed,'* that 
*' his kingdom (of grace) may come," and 
that ^*bk will may be dcme <)n eai^tk as^ k 
*' is in heaven,"- thaft by each individual 
contributing according to his meafure to 
accomplifh the work for which he piiiays ; 
ix to pray that thefe great objeds^ may be 
promoted^ vdthout contributing to die^ 
promofipn by our exertions, our mooey^ 
md' our influence, is a palpable incQffi- 
Sftency* 



prefs ladies witli the importance of fuperintending 
riic mftrudion of the poor, and of xuakingit an indffi 
penfable part of their chanty to gite thexo mord aod 
religious Books/ /» 
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CHAP. vin. 

On the religiotu and moral ufe of biftory and. 
geography. 

xJuT while every fert of ofefiil know-* 
tedge fhould be carefully imparted to 
young perfons, it fliould be imparted not 
merely for its own fake, but alfo for 
Ae fake of' its fubferviency to higher 
things. All human learning fhould be 
taught, not as an end, but a means ; and 
in this view even a leffon of hiftory.or 
geography may be converted into a leflba 
of religion. In the ftudy of hiftory, the 
inftruftor will accuftom the piipil aot 
merely to ftore her memory with fads and 
anecdotes, and to afcertain dates and 
epochas ; but fhe will accuftom her alfo to 
trace efieds to their caufes, to examine the 
fecret fprings of adion, and accurately ta 
^ ^ obferve 
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cbferve the operation of the paffions. It 
is only meant to notice here fome few of 
the moral benefits which ma(y be derivei 
from a judicious perufal of hiftoiy ; and 
from among other points of inftrufl:ion, 
I feleft the following*: . . .; 

The ftudy of hiftory may ferve to give 
a clearer infight into the corruption of luir 
man nature : - 

* It were to be wifhed that more hi(l#rlans refemSlci 
the eyceflent Rollin in the religiottr and moral turn 
given to bis writipgs of this kind.-' But here may J 
b? permitted to obferve incidentally, (for it is not im» 
medial ejy analagous to. my fubje6l,) that there is one 
difadvantage which attends the common prtftice of 
fctting young ladies to read ancient hiitory and geo- 
graphy in French or ItaHan, who have not been pre- 
vioufly widl grounded In the pronunciation of daificat 
names of p^rfons and, places in our own languagp. 
The foreign terminations of Greek and Roman name* 
are often very different from the Englifh, and where 
they are firft* acquired are frequently retained and 
adopted IB their ilead* fo as to give an illiterate ap« 
pearance to the converfatioa of fcme women who arc 
Bot really ignorant. And this defe£live pronuncia- 
tion is the more to be guarded aginfl in the educatioi| 
^f ladies whb are not taught quantity a8 boys are.' 

03 It 
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It may help to fliow the plan of Pro* 
mlence in the direiEUon of eyents^ and in 
the ufe of unworthy inftruments : 

It may affift in the vindicathn of Provi- 
dence, in the common failure of virtue 
and the frequent fuccefs of vice : 

It may lead to a diftruft of bur own 
judgment : 

It may contribute to our improvement 
in felf-knowledge. 

But to prove to the pupil the important 
do£brine of human corruption from the 
ftiidy of hiftory, wiH require a truly 
Chriftian commentator in the friend with 
whom the work is perufed ; for, from the 
low ftandard of right eftabliflied by the ge- 
nerality of hiftorians who ereft fo many 
perfons into good charafters who fell 
ihort of the true idea of Chriftian virtue, 
the unaffift^d reader will be- liable to 
form very imperfeft views of what is real 
goodnefe ; and will conclude, as his author 
fometimes does, that the true idea of 
Jiuman nature it to be taten from the 

medium 
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medium between his beft and his worft 
dharafters) without acquiring a juft nbtfefe 
of that prevalence of evil^ which, in fpittj 
of thofe few brighter luminaries that here 
and there juft ferve to gild the gloom 
of hiftory^ tends abundantly to eftablift 
the doftriiie. It will indeed be continually 
eftablilhing itfelf by thofe who, in perufing 
•ihe.hiftory of mankind, carefully mark the 
life and progrefs of fin, from the firft timid 
JtTiiption of an evil thought, to the fearleft 
accomplifliment of the abhorred crime ia 
which that thought has ended : from the 
indignant queftiod, " Is thy fervant a dog 
** that he (hould do this great thing *f 
to the perpetration of that very enormity 
of which the feltacquitting delinquent 
4:0uld not endure the flighteft fuggeftion. 

In this connexion may it not be ob- 
fefved, that young perfons fliould be put 
on thdr guard agairift a too implicit belief 
in thQ flattering accounts which many 

* Z Kings, viii. 13. 

o 4 voyage- 
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voyagc^writers are JFond o£ exhibiting '•ofl 
the virtue, amiablenefs, and benignity of 
ibstne of the countries newly difcovered 
by our circumnavigators ; that they fhould 
learn to fufped the fuperior goodnefs af^ . 
cribed to the Hindoos, and particularly 
the account of the inhabitants of the 
Pellew Iflands? Thefe laft indeed have, 
been almoft reprefented as having efcaped 
the univerfal taint of our commoR na- 
ture, and would feem by their purity to 
have fprung from another anceftor than 
Adam. 

One cannot, forbear fufpefting that 
thefe pleafing but fomewhat overcharged 
portraits of man, in his natural ftate, arc 
drawn with the invidious defign, by 
counterading the doftrine of human 
corruption, to degrade the . value and 
even deftroy the neceffity of the Chriftiaa 
religion; by iniinuating that uncultivated 
xnan is fo dilpofed to reditude as to fupexv 
fede the occafion for that redemption 
which is profeffedly defigned for fmners.. 

That 
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That Siim dountries profeffing ChriftiatoJti^ ' 
very many are not Chriftians will be too-'" 
readily granted. Yet to fay nothing 6f ' 
the vaft fuperiority of goodnefs in the lives' 
of thofe who are really governed by 
Chriftianity, is there not fomething even 
in her reflex light which guides to greater 
purity many of thofe who do not pro- 
fefs to walk by it ; I doubt much, if num* 
bers of the unbtllevers of a Chriilian 
country, from the founder views and 
better habits derived incidentally and col- 
laterally, as it were, from the influence of 
a Golpel, the truth of which however 
they do not acknowledge, would not ftart 
at many of the adions which thefe heathen 
ferfedionijis daily commit without hefi^ 
tation. 

The religious reader of general hiftory 
will obferve the controlling hand of Provi- 
dence in the direction of events, and in 
turning the moft unworthy aftions and 
inftruments to the accomplifliment of his 
own purpofes. She will mark infinite 
7 Wifdom 
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Wifdom dlreding what apjicMrs te be caftetl 
Mcurtenccs, to the completion of hra Qvm 
plan. She will point out hbW caufes 
feemitigly the mod tificormefted, eveht^ 
feeraingly the mofl unpromiiirig, cinium^ 
ftanceS feemihgly the mofl incongruous, 
are all working togethet for fofne fin^ 
good. Sht will mark how narionalitl 
Well as individual crimes are often otreh 
ruled to fome hidden purpofe fai- different 
from the intention of the aftors : ' bow 
Omnipotence can and often does bring 
about the beft purpofes by the word iri^ 
ftrurtients: how the bloody and linjuft 
<:onquerdf is but " the rod of his wratfri^ 
to putii^ or to purify hk offending chiK 
dren : how " the fury of the oppreffor/* 
and the fufferings of the oppreffed, will one 
day when thfe whole fcheme fliall be un- 
folded, vindicate His righteous dealings. She 
will explain to the lefs enlightened reader, 
how infinite Wifdom often m<>^ks the in- 
fignificance of human greatnefe, and the 
ffiallown^fe of human ability, by fettiilg 

afide 
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afidae: tnftruinems th^ mod |)owerful ahi}' 
promifing, while He works b)^ agents com- 
paratively contemptible. But fhe will care^ 
fully guard thi« dodrine of Divine Pro* 
vidence, itius working out his own pur- 
pofes through the fins of his creatures, and 
by- the inftrumentality of the wicked, by 
calling to mind, while the offender is but a 
tool in the hands of the great Artificer, 
** the woe denounced againfl: him by whoni 
« the offence cometh !" She will expMn 
how thofe mutations and revolutions in, 
{fates whith appear to us fo unaccount- 
able, and how thofe operations of Provi- 
ddrce which feem to us fo entangled and. 
complicated, all move harmonioufly and in 
p^rfeft order : that there is not an event 
btrt has its coftim'iffion ; not a misfortune 
\thich breaks its allotted rank ; not a trial 
which moves out of its appointed track. 
While calamities and crimes feem to fly in 
caftiat confufiori, all is commanded or per-' 
mitted ; all is under the control of a wif- 

doia 
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dora which cannot err, of a goodncfs 
which cannot do wrong. 

To explain my meaning by a few in- 
ftances. When the fpirit of the youthful 
reader rifes in honed indignation at that 
hypocritical piety which divorced an un- 
offending Queen to make way for the 
lawful crime of our eighth Henry's mar*-. 
riage with Ann Boleyn ; and when that 
indignation is increafed by the more open^ 
profligacy which brought about the execu-' 
tion of the latter ; the inftrudor will not^ 
lofe fo fair an occafion for unfolding how* 
in the councils of the Moft High the 
crimes of the King were overruled to the 
happinefs of the country; and how, ta 
this inaufpicious marriage, from which the 
heroic Elizabeth fprang, the Proteftant* 
religion owed its firm (lability. This view 
of the fubjeft will lead the reader to juf- 
tify the providence of God without dimi- 
xufliing her abhorrence of the vices of the ^ 
tyrant. 

She- 
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' She wHl explain to her, how even the: 
conquefts of ambition, after having deluged 
a land with blood, and involved the perpe- 
trator in. guilty and the innocent vidim in 
ruin, may yet be made the inftruments of 
opening to future generations the way to 
commerce, to civilization, to Chriftianity*,; 
She may remind her, as they are following 
Csefar in his invafion of Britain, that 
wherdas the conqueror fancied he was only 
gratifying his own inordinate ambition, ex- 
tencUng the flight of the Roman Eagle,* 
immortalizing his own name, and proving- 
that " this world was made for Caefar j'* 
he was in reality becoming the efFeftual 
though unconfcious inflrument of leading 
a land of barbarians to civilization and 
tofcience: and was in fad preparing an 
ifland of Pagans to embrace the religion of. 
Chrift. She will inform her, that when the 
viftoriouscountryof Caefar had made Judea: 
a Roman province, and the Jews had be-, 
come its tributaries, the Romans did not 
knpw, nor did the indignant Jews fu& 
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Tps&y that tbui circanftftaoce was c^peratisg 
to the coii&ra]ali<^ of an evi^it. tite: soeoft 
ioaporlaiit tli,e world ever wu^fiils^. = _•. .. 
Foc.wJien 'AAugudus fe&t ihrti% a decree 
**ihatall ihe world fliould be tailed;"' 
he vamly. thptdght he was onlgr enkip^ 
iog hi^ Qwn ioiperkl power,, whereafr he 
W3$ a£i!izig im u^aeaafcious fubfervieooe to- 
the decree of a higher Soirere^, and wa&) 
hel|nng to zCfinertatn by a publk a£h the 
ejia£i ipectod: of Chtaft's bir:ths and fia«^ 
nijhiog ai record of hia extnuQion :fi;Q«;i 
that family fmm. wbidi it was pned»^ed; 
by: a. bng liae,o£: Prophets that he fto«ild> 
fprjag^ iferod'^ atr^cieus murder . oi; 
the ianoceadtS: has added an add^uoac^ 
drcumflance &it the confitmafioor of 
our: kkith} die incredulity of Thoniaf..ha» 
ftrengthened'OUT belief; nay^the treadier^tv 
of JudaSy and the injuftice o&Pilate^ wer^ 
tKe hitman inftruments employed: for. the 
lalvation of the worlds 

The youth that ifrnotthoroughly^aMlBA 

with Chri&ian ptincipiesvwill be Xismpted.to. 

; mutiny 
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mutiny not only ag£unft the juftlce, but th^^ 
Tery exiftence of a fuperintending Provi- 
dence^ in contemplating tbofe frequent 
taftances which occur in hiftoty of the 
ill fuccefs of the more vinuous caufe, 
apid the profperity of the wicked. He will- 
fee with aftonifhment that it is Rome which* 
triumphs, while Carthage, which had! 
dearly the better caufe, fells. Now and' 
then indeed a Cicero prevails, and a GatSN 
Kne i&fubdued: but often, it i& Casfkr-fuc^ 
cefafttl ZfpJXiSu the ibmewhat jufter preten* 
ik>ns of Pompey, and againd the ftiH 
clearer caufe of Cato«. It is Odaviuis wha 
triumphs, and' it ia over Brutus that h^ 
triumphs ! It is Tiberius that is enthroned,, 
while Germanicus falk! 

Thus hi^ faith in a righteous Providence 
at firft view is daggered, and he is read^ 
to fay, ^' Surely it u not God that governs 
^ the ear^W But ona fuller confideration-,' 
(and here the fuggeftions of a ChriftiaA 
kiftru^op aw -peculiarly wanted,) there 
will appear great wifdom in this very 
^- confufioa 
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'confufion of .vice, ami ,Armw^r,ftflfTrM>^is 
calculated to feixd one's thoughts .^w^d 
to a world of retribution,. the^.prfoaRle 
of retribution being. Jo inapcufeftly t«fei- 
blifhed in thi^. it is indeed. foi^iiCQiii- 
toon for .virtue, to have theadyqmage 
here, in point of happineik at leady^thoMgh 
not of glory, that the courfe of Pr^Viideuje 
IS ilill calculated to prove that God;isijftn 
the ^ide of .virtue; but dill, yirt\^ ^^ffo 
often unfuccefsful, that clearly the GodrPf 
virtue, in order that his work may be.per- 
|i?6t, mufl; have ia xeferve a world of i«ti;i- 
^ution. This confufed.ftate of things there- 
fore is juf): that (late which is moil. of ^1 
calculated to confirm the deeply confi^erate 
mind in the belief of a future ftate.: for if 

'all were even here, or very nearly fo, fliould 
we not fay, " Juftice is already faitisfied, 
V and there needs no other wqrld?*' . On 
the other hand, if vice always triumphed, 
fliould we not then be ready to argue m 

^vour of vice rather than virtue, ^d to 

^'wifij for no other world f ^ - 
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Ic ttetdt fo very important to ground 
•yoiiflg' pcrfom in the belief that they will 
'^ttot inevitkbly meet in this world with re- 
ifrard and fucc^fs a<!dording to. their merits 
«(&d t6 habitulte them to expeft even the 
mod Tirtuous attempts to be often, though 
' ttoCtl^ys difappbinted, that I am in danger 
• 'fef tautology on this • point. This faft is 
'Ipfecifely what hiftory teaches. . The truth 
fliould be plainly told to the young reader 4 
and the antidote to that evil, which miftaken 
and worldly people would exped to arife 
from divulging this difcouraging ddftnne^ 
hjaitbw The importance of faith there- 
fore, and the neceffity of it to real, unbend* 
ing, and perfevering virtue, is furely inade 
plain by profane hiftory itfelf. For the 
iame thing which happens to ftates and 
kings, happens to private life and to indi- 
viduals. Thus there is fcarcely a page, even 
of Pagan Hiftory, which may not be made 
inftrumental to the eftablifhing of the truth 
of revelation : and it is only by fucli a 
guarded mode of inftrudion that fotne of 
J '.VOL. I. P the 
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tbe- etas of the ftudfy of atieSem ^iBlA^^fci^ 
can b© obviated. : ^ • :>;^^t.rn 

-Diftrufliaaftd diffidence in our d\Hi' jutf^* 
meat feems to be alfo an impdrfaht iffi' 
flruftion to be learnt from hiftdry. HbW 
enntraTy to. all expe£bitioa do th^^ isveiil^- 
t^rein recorded commonly tuirn oat? JHbvr^ 
oontinualiy is the moft fagaciou^ colnjed^^ 
ttite of humaa penetration baffliect^ §il^ 
yet we proceed tjaft>ret€l this c<*ifeqHefiS*5'^ 
and. to pnedift that event from the apjpeai^' 
anccs^of dtings under out own obfervation," 
with- the &me aarrogtot certainty as- if we 
^d na^er beei^ warned by tke mt^itor^r 
5innak/of fiacceflive ages^ ., - 

. <:Xjbere .is fcarcely om great ereht'iA- 
liiQ:ory .whicb does riot^ in the ilfafe, f»^ 
^fifje.effejfta upott vrtich; humai fbreftgli^' 
eould never kwQ oalcuil^Ued*^ Tbe fBcce& 
®f .'Ayg^fl^^s,agjaiaft hiBt country ppoduoed 
{j^ace in m^uiy diftant; provjocei^i^ iwho thus 
ce^d to. be haraflfed and^ tormeaded-by 
thia.ppprqfliw: iepuhBc4 . Couldi thit. <:S<tfiti 
h^v^ be^.f^r^&mii it migh^ innrej&bexdd' 
.V the 



the JisSpmr4i GaMj'saiAAff^kaA the v^Kts^r 
metide of Bru^s; In poMes^ ii^ ftidrt i* 
emf y fbmg e^e^t in oM^ and rdiglddy 
aflri^ ta d GonTid^r^ble degree^ uiK6rta»»> 
This reafoning is not meant to fhoW th^' 
Gak> ought not to* hzytfm^bij but that he 
ought not to have dejpmtded even after the 
Wl battle ; a^ deftattriy, even: upon hh 
&IIFA principles^ ought not to^ hare killed 
Ifedfelf. k would be departing too mttdi' 
from- 4tty ^abjca to fiq>ply thiB atgumeM^ 
hewevor obvtous the applicatfon^ agm^it: 
liidfd t(^ho-«i«tie driven ua ^!nreafdnabk dif* 
tDoftandde^r by the late fuccefles of a- . 
neighbouring mmxu 

But all knowl8dg:e ndil be com{xira<-^ 
ti»dy of litltie vahie,^ if we negled fd^ 
kmovrledge ; and of fsitknowledge hiftorf 
and biogmphy toay^ be made filcedsfUl^ 
iNdiGles. k wiU be:t^ little p^Rrpofe tfiat 
dur pu{Ah' be<eotti^ acc«fafe crhfcs oh tfee 
dt^ai^adters of odicrt, i$¥Ai6 they remain 
ignorant of fhemfelvcB ; for while tothofo 
tfho exercife a habit of fetf-appHcation * 
i.:: p 2 book 



212 ON THE RELlOiOUS 

book of .profane hiftory may bemadfe ta. 
iaibuxnerit of im^rovemeat ia this>da£cult 
fcience;. ia without fucb an habk; the 
Bible itfelf may, in this view^ be read witb 
little profit. . 

. It -will be to no puvpofe that the F€a4er 
weeps over the fortitude of the Chriilian 
l^ero,, or the conftaocy ,Qf the martyr, if- 
Que^do not bear in. mind that;ihe herielf^ ia 
called, ta endure her own common rtrials 
^ith fomething of the fame temper : if 
flie*do not bear in mind that^ to control 
irregular humours, and to fubmit to the 
daily vexations of life, will require, though 
In a lower degree, the exertion of the fame 
principle j and fupplicatibn for the aid of 
the fame fpirit which fuftained the Chrif^ 
tian heiro in. the trying conflifts of life, or 
the martyr in his agony at the ftake.' 

. May I be permitted to fuggeft a few iti* 
Iftances, by way of fpecimen, how both 
facred and common hiftory may tend to 
promote felf-knowledge ? And let me 
again remind the warm fidmirer of fuffe^-^ 
•'V / ing 
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ing ipob tyt lunder ex^acrdinary irialt^ ' that 
if ihe now fail in the petty occadon&^tti^ 
ji^Iucli ibe is a<^jually called out, fbe. would 
iiot be likely to have ftood in dbofe. mcare 
trying occafions which excite. her admi« 
ration* 

,y While ihe id applauding the felfp^deny- 
ing. £iint who renounced his eafe, or. chofe 
to embrace death, rather than violate hie 
fluty,, let her a(k herfelf if fhe lias never 
.rduied to fubmit to the paltry inconveni- 
jence of giving up her conipany, or even 
altering her dinner-hour on a Sunday, 
.-thpvgh by this trifling facrifice her family 
jGdight have been enabled to attend the 
public worjQiip in the afternoon. 
., While Ihe reads v^^ith horror that Bel* 
ihazzar.w9S rioting with his thoufand no* 
.les at the very moment when the Perfian 
army was burfting through the brazeR 
^ates of Babylon ; is jQie very fure that (he 
^.erfelf, in an almoft equally imminent 
fnoment of public danger, has not beefii 
p 3 nightly 



. lightly m^uiging in erery jpeaiiis ^ d^« 

;.; ,Wfaen 0ie is dq^loring tbe mcoftfiihsBoy 
«f the inunan heart, wkile Aie contrails w 
Mark wAiichony^ his ipravery a»d coo^empt 
of eafe at one period, with his licentio«s m- 
<lulgeaces at pnother; or while fbk' h^ 
mexits over the mttepid foul of Gaolar, 
flrhom (be te(d been following in his paia*- 
foi marches, or admiring in his conterfipt 
•«f dektfa^ difiblved in difibiute pieaf aires 
mth the enfuaring C^een of Kgypt; lot 
Jisr aitamine whether (he herfelf has nevfer, 
though in a much lower degree, evinced 
Something of the fame inconfiftency? whet* 
ther fhe wiu> livcB psrhs^ an orderly^ 
ibbfr, and r^onable lif^ during her fum- 
war refidence in the country, does not 
pimg^ with little icruple in the winter into 
(lU th$ moH: extravagant pieafures of thi; 
^pital? wb^th^r (he never carries about 
^nh k^X au accommodating kind of reiir 
gioR, which j;^pj;>^ mgdf :U) bead tcplaoqs 

mi 
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and tfeafonsy to climates and cuftbms; 
-which takes its tinfture frotn the fafluon 
without^ and not its habits from the-prin- 
ciple within ; which is decent with • the 
pious, fober with the orderly, ahd lobie 
with the licentious ? 

-.■ While flie is admiring the generofrtyof 
Alexander in giving away kingdoms and 
provinces, let her, in order to afcertain 
whether (lie could imitate this magnatii- 
mityi, take heed if flie herfelfj^"^ daily feiz- 
ixlg all the little occafions of doing good, 
which every day prcfents to the affluent i 
Het call is not to iacrifice a province ^ 
-but does flie fictifice an opera ticket ? 
She who is not doing all the good fee 
ian under hfer prefent circumftaoce^ 
would not do all flie forefees fhe could, 
in imaginary ones^ were her. power en*-, 
larged to the extent of her wifliesi 

While (he is inveighing with patriotic 
mffignatioii, that in a neighbouring metny. 
jjslis tHhriy tbecllrefr were open every. night 

P4 VDi 
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in>time of ^ar aftd' public cita^iM^^^rs-'ftJ?-'' 
vetfi clcfltf that m> a metropolis trhith * 
contains: only threes fhe was'not alnRift 
tonftdntly %i one of them in timi of war ' 
aod ptibiic calamity alfo ? For though iti '* 
a national view it may make a wide ciiffbr^ 
cnce whether there be in the capital three 
theatres 05 thirty^ yet, as the fame f)erfon 
can only go to one of them at once, it 
makes but little difference as. to the quan- 
tum oS difiipation in the individual. She 
who rejbices at fuccefsful virtue in a hif- 
tory, w at the profperity of a perfoii ' 
whofe^intfereft^ do not interfere with her 
O'vtej may cxercife her felf-knowledge, by 
examining whether (he rejoices equally ait ' 
the happinefe of every one about her ; and ' 
let feer remember (he does not rejoice at it in 
the'triie fenfe; if (he does not labour to 
promote it. ' Sh^ who glows with rapture 
at *& virtuous charaQer in hiftory, Ihould 
aflfhcr owfi befert, tlrhether fhe is equally 
rcidy'to d6 juftice to the fine qualities of;' 

her ■ 
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herrJ^c^uaiataace, though. fh6 may notpar^nv 
ticwlarly ipve them^ and whether- Ibe^.- 
tak|e$ unfeigned pleafure in the fupeiior -. 
tafems,: virtues, fame, and fortune of thofe: ^ 
wt^on^ (beprofefles to love, tljough flie U .i 
eclipfqd by them?, , i .: 



) "y 



la like manner, in the ftudy of geo-, . 
grapby and natural hiftory, the attentioiv . 
fliould be habitually turned to the good- ^ 
nefs of Providqice, who commonly adapts. ^ 
the various productions of climate^ to the v 
peculiar wants of the refpeftive inhabitant&.: « 
To illuftrate my meaning by. one or two. ^ 
inftances out of a thoufand.... The reader* 
may be led to admire the confiderate goodt^^, ^ . 
nefs of Providence in having caufed the . 
fpiry fir, whofe flender foliage does not., 
ohftruft the beams of the fun, to grow ioj. , 
th^ dreary regions of the Norths whofc-: 
ihivfrjng inhabitants could fpare none of 
15 its 
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its/fcanty rays.-; while in -the totridi zfxm^ 
the palm-tree, the plantdsw^i and the 
basiana, ipread their umbreiia leaves .to 
htenk th^ almofl: iniokrablc fervors, o£ a 
vertical fan. How the camel, vyhoU tji^e 
Jble carrier of all the n^rchandife of 
•Turkey, Perfia, Egypt, Arabia, and B^r- 
bary, who is obliged to tranfport; his id- 
credible burthens through countries in 
which pafture is fo rare, can fubfift twenty- 
Icmr hours without food^ and can travd, 
loaded, many days without water, through 
^Aty ^d dufty deferts, which fupply none; 
and alt this, not from the habit but frosil 
rfit conformation of th^ animal: for Ntk 
turalilts make this conformity of powers 
ta climates a yuie of judgment ia ^co^ 
taining the aacive countries of animakf 
ijmd always determine it to be that to uirhich 
jthek powers and propdriies ar^ tooft ap% 
|Jropriate. ::.^ 

^ Thus the writers of natural hiftoty are 
jpefhaps utiintenttonstHy magliifyifig the 
^^rationsr df JProtidcnce, frtien fbtf iaflft 

that 
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.fih^ animals do act modify and give wa^ 
.^ tbe .influejice of other ciimatcs; but 
Jxcsc they too commonly flop ; ne^aiog, 
4)r perhaps refufmg, to afcribe to infinite 
■goodnefs thi« mk and merciful accommo- 
^tk>n; and here the pious inftiuflor will 
toxnc in, in aid of their deticiency : f<M: 
£bik>lbphers too feldom trace up cauTe^ 
juid wonders, and foleffings to their Autbor. 
And it is peculiarly to be regretted that r 
fete juftly celebrated French NaturaliA, 
mho though not famous for hi$ accuracy, 
polTeffed fuch diverfified powers of d^ 
jEcriiption that lie bad the talent of making 
the drieft fubjefts interefting; together 
with fuch a livelinefs of delineation, that 
hi& charafters of animals are drawn with a 
fpirit and variety rather to be looked for 
in an hiftorian of men than of beads : it is 
to be regretted, J fay, that this writer, with 
^11 his excellencies, is abfolutely inadmiffible 
into the library of a young lady, both on 
account of his immodefly and his impiety. | 
;mid if in wifliing to exclude him, it may 
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be thought wrong to have given him To 
much commendation, it is only meant to 
ffiew that the author is not led to repro- 
bate his principles from infenfibility to his' 
talents^ The remark is rathef made to 
put the reader on remembering that no 
brilliancy of genius, no diverfity of attain- 
siexus, ihouid ever be allowed as a com* 
mutaiion for defedive principles -and cor- 
rupt ideas \ ■ < 
■ ' *■■■;'/ - ■ / " 

.. * poldfmhh'a Hiftory <^ ankiiat^d Natwre, h^ts 
many references to a Divine Author. It ig tp he 
vri^hed that fome judicious perfon would puhlrih ^ 
ecw edition of thid work^ purified from the iddtiKcatc 
jjnd offeniive parts. . ; ; ; .i • 
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Vn the- iije of definitions^ and iJje moral 
ber\ejiU of accuracy in language. 

*^,f^5RS0N? having beea accuftomed from 
'^> they: cradjies to learn words before they 
*' knew the ideas for which they ftand^ 
*^ ufually continue to do fo all their lives, 
**^ never taking the pains to fettle in their 
^^ minds, the determined ideas which be* 
.*^ Iqng to them. This want of a precife 
** fignification in their words, when theij^ 
*' come to reafon, efpecially in moral 
*', viatters^ is the caufe of very obfcure and . 
** imcertain notions. They ufe thefe unr, 
*^ determined words confidently, without 
*'. much troubling their heads, about a 
** certain fixed meanings whereby, befides 
" the eafe of it, they obtain this advantage, 
" that as in fuch difcourfe they are feldom 

** la 
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^^.'^ the right, fo they are as felildm feoM 
" convinced that they are in the wrong, fc 
*V being juft the fame to go about to dtaw 
*' thofe perfonj out of their miftakes, who. 
^V have no fettled notions, as to difpoiTefs^ 
•* ? vagrant of his habitatipit wfto has no. 

" fettled abode. The chief end of lan- 

*' guage being to be underftood, vvq^ 
" ferve not for that end when they do not 

** excite in the hearer the feme idea which 

->, 

*^ they ftand^ for in the mmd of the: 
*^ fpeaker*."* 

1 have chofen to flicker niyfelf under 
tfte^ broad' fandtion of thegreat Author here ^ 
quoted; with a view to apply this rule 
in phitelogy to a moral purpofe^j for it . 
spppHes CO the veracity of converfatiott as 
much as to its cori^nefs-; and as ftrongly 
recoiiHnendiKunequivocaT and fimple truth, 
a». accurate and juft e;tpreiSon. Scarcely 
affiy one pei4iaps has w adequate con- 
cepjtioii baiv. much' clear and corie^ esc*. 
Qpei&UL fmoairsi the. eluddadbir of truth ;^^^ 

♦.Locke. . •-' 

»nd 



zuisitiBiMe o£ truth w()bviotiflFf this fiAfe 
oi -morate ; k k in fad oiie and the Ihmc* 
€?«»fe;- artdfit' w 4>f cotirfe the- fcttoe cAttfeT 
iwSl' that gP true reUgioa alfo. ' • " 

- '^It'fetffrerefare no worthteft part of edtiw* 
eatkm, eir«i in a religious view, to ftndy tW 
precife meting of words, and the apjjra- 
pmte figmficatbn of language. To thiis 
ehd' I know no better method than to 
abcrtiftom^ young perfons very early to a 
habit of defining common words and 
things ; for, a« definition fe'ems to Ii6 at 
the root of correftneft, to- bet acctrfc 
tdmed to- define Englifh words in Engltft, 
would improve the miderftanding more 
tlran- barely to know what thofe wionfe 
ate called in French or Italian, ' Orrathef, 
one ufe of kaming other lahgtiages k^ 
bccaufe deftnrrfon fs often irrvol^^'ih cty- 
frtblogy ; that* i^, fihcc many fTtrgRfli wonfe 
take their derivation from fbrirfgtt IfaiT- 
guages, they cannot be fo acctipftteiy under- 
{tooA without' iome km^wl^ge oi thoi^ 
k^oages: but preei&o» e£ a»y kmd^ 
^' * either 
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cither moral or philological^ tooiUdoD 
£nds its way mto the education of womexw 
- It is^ perhaps gomg out of my [jroyixicc 
to obferve, that it might bewelli/youtig 
pien alfo, before they entered on the worlds 
W6re to be furnifiied with correft .defec- 
tions of certain words, the ufc of which is 
become rather ambiguous ; or rather .|h^ 
ffiould be inftriifted in the davhU Jknfe t^ 
modern phrafeology. For inftan£e.i tHey 
ihould be provided with a good definitJQjl 
of the word honour in the faihionable fenf^y 
(hewing what vices it includes, and wh^ 
virtues it does not include : the term ^oifd 
company^ which even the courtlj^Petronuis 
of our days has defined as fometimes; in- 
cluding not a few immoral and difreputat^^ 
charafters;'^r^//^/Vw, which in the various 
fenfes ailigned it by the world,' fbmetlmd^ 
means fuperftition, fometimes fanaticirm^ 
and fometimes a mere difpofition to attend 
on any kind of form of wprfhip : the word 
goodnefsy which is made to mean every tjjjixig "^^ 
that is not i^Qtoriouily bad } and fooi;i^tp^ 

evea 
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even that too, u what i^ nptonjoijJIy bad.|^ 
accompanied . by good humour^ plea|ing 
^manners, and a little alms-giving.. .3y th^j^ 
'^eans they would go forth armed agaiRJit 
'inany of the falie opinions which through 
thip abufe or ambiguous meaning of words 
pafs fo current in the world. 



. ."Put to return to the youthful part f)f 
that fcx which is the more immediate pb- 
'"^cix of this little work. With correft deft- 
'nition they fliould alfo be taught to ftudy 
*tne {hades of words, and this not merely 
, with a view to accuracy of expreflipn, 
^though even that involves both fenfe and 
elegance, but to moral truth. 
. it maybe thought ridiculous to aflert, 
that niorals have any connexion with the 
purity of language, or that the predfion of 
truth may be violated through defeft of 
'critical exaftnefs in the three degrees of 
.*> ^..comparifon: yet how frequently do we 
ifcu^^Si*^ the dealers in fuperlatives, of 

^ : ** moft admirable, fuper-excellent, and 
'^ qiiite perfeft" people, who, to plain 
peiions, not bred in the iichool of eac- 
. VOL* I. Q^ aggeration. 



afgefatic*^ i^biild appear m*ec6&imoft. 
chttt^ers, ndt Hiing above t]}e .kv^l^ 
cff t#jdl6crity I By this negligebce tii At. 
jtift: ippifeMion ef word*. We fliall .i», 
aS Mtitfh ifiiil^ by thefe ttdt)ea&d figure'; 
Bdies, #h^ they degrade as wheii thefi 
panegyrize; fot t5 a plahi afid iobd:. 
jttflgWaity B tfadeftllah irtay not be *^ the » 
♦* flioft gSed-fbr-nothing fellow that ever , 
" eiift**/' mdtely beCaufc it was in^-,, 
fible ft)r hlih ib execute iil an hour an ordef 
Which t^ecjUli-ea a >^eek } a lady may not be. 
« thfe ttidft hidedus fright the World evtt . 
•^ 1&^/' though the mike of her gown 
may have been obfolete fot* a month j hot 
may one*s yotmg friend's father be ** a . 
" fidohflei- of cruelty/' though he may be; 
a ^liiki gi^tleman who does hot choole to^ 
KVe it wktering-pkces, but likes to have* 
hfe daughter ftay at hoihe with him m the 
cBtintry. . ...^ 

But '5f a!l the parts of fpeech thfe itit»i .1 r^ 
je€llbn is , the tiioft abundantly in ufe with . 
th^ hyperbolical feir ones. Would.it, .. ,rc^ 
co\ild; be uJ^dtd thit *4fe efiiphdfierf " 

ed^tetffes 



ON DBPIKITIONS. aft? 

«|[^Ii^tKresf (if I may make ufe of a co£ 
tradiaory' term) were not fomedmes 
tinftUTted with' J>rofanenefs ! Though I am 
perfuaded that idle habit is more ^t the 
bottom of this deep office than intended ^ 
kkprntf^ yet there is fcarcely any error 6f " 
youthful talk which merits feverer x:aiBga^ ^ 
tibti* And adhabitof exclamatioafliould 
)>c^ rejfiftod by poliihed people as yulgar, 
ev$ii if it 3¥ere not abhorred as i^rofttie. ■ 

The habit bf eraggerating trifles, toge** 
gcAer with the grand female failing of exi- 
ceffii/ie mufiual flattery, and elaborate ge« 
nerai profdSioBs Jof fondnds and attach* 
mmU is inconceivably cherilhedby the vo* 
luminous private correfpondences in which 
iMiQ girls are indulged. In vindication of 
this pradic^ it is pleaded tha£ a facility of 
ftyle, and an eafy turn of expreffion, are 
acquifitions to be derived from ah early in-^ 
terdiange of fentiments by letter-wridng ^ 
but cv«n tf it wef*e fb, thefe would be dearly 
pu¥c!iafed by the facrifice of that truth, 
fi>bKety^ and coirrfe6teefs of language, an* 

'^'-'' 0^2 that 



228 ON DEFINlTlONil. 

that ingenuous fimpHcity of charier tild 
ipaflners fo lovely in female youth* ■ • - - 

But antecedent to this ^j^^i^ry ^er/W of 
Ufe^ they fhould have been acctiftomed to 
th^ mod fcrupulous exaflnefs in iT^hatever 
they relate. They (hould maintain the 
moft critical accuracy in fa^Sj in dafes^ in 
nlimberingy in de/cribing^ in fliort, in what* 
ever pertains, either diriflly or indiredly, 
clofely or remotely, to the great funda- 
mental principle. Truth. It is fo very 
diflScult for perfons of great livelinefs to 
rcftrain themfelves within the fober limits 
of ftrift veracity, either in thdr aflertiohs 
or narrations, efpecially when a little im* 
due indulgence of fancy is apt to procure 
for them the praife of genius and fpirit, 
that this reftraint is one of the earlieft 
principles which (hopld be worked into 
the youthful mind. - . 

TTie conyetfation of younjg females is 
alfo in danger of being overloaded with 
epithets. As in the warm feafon of youth 
hardly any thing is feen in thetrue point of 

vifion. 



OM DEFINITIONS. flap 

YJCofi^j. fo hardly any thing is named in 
naked fimplicity } and the very fenfibility 
,cf. the feelings is partly a caufe of the 
.extravagance of the expreflion. But here, 
as in other points, the facred writers, par- 
ticularly of the New Teftiament, prefent us 
with the pureft models^ and its natural 
and unlaboured ftyle of expreffion is per- 
haps not the meaneft evidence of the truth 
of the Gofpel. There is throughout the 
whole narratives, no overcharged cha- 
ra£i:er, no elaborate defcription, nothing 
ftudioufly emphatical, as if truth of itfelf 
were weak, and wanted to be helped out. 
There is little panegyric, and lefs inveftive; 
none but on great, and awful, and jufti- 
fiable occafions. The authors reciord their 
• own faults with the fame honefty as if 
they were the faults of other men, and the 
&ults of other men with as little amplifica- 
tion as if they were their own. There is 
perhaps n9 book in which adje£tivea are fo 
Sparingly ufed« A modeft ftatement of 
. the fai^, with no colouring and little com- 
<L3 ment. 



^liaedtv vikh fitde dtiphtfif iaiid'fio'TtfnfSi) 
ir Aib'eninple held oitt tb us fbrjcoTye&^ 
ing l3ie exuberances of paffioaand o£iaa- 
goagfe, b^ that divine volume iwhieh^fjaii. 
Hiflies m mdx tkefliU more importantduie 
^ io^^dihtndatd of priiSdct. 'Ndv.is 
'Aie WAth Idwerfcd by any fe^Ieneft^ ti»<k 
the fpffit <iH«i«ed) Ti» the impi«ffio« we^* 
Aidd by tkis fid>eniefs and modmrnkfo^ 
fet vAih ail 1^ phiimefe theiie is £> muck 
fotice, with ail this flmjrficky there is f* 
aMeh ^ergy , that a fe^ ITight tc^hns aad 
itrtfeTs ftrokfes of ScrifJfere ichttraacft^s ^toii^ 
Ti!^»a flton^er eutfoie<^f Ae perfon ddfc 
abated, than k (om^vimes ^vten by liie 
kidft elaborkt^ and iiniflied portrait of 
mote artificial biftorians. 

If it be objected totfads revoaaky tiiat 
mSUiy ^parts >d^ ^e facred ^fmdngs abound 
itialbfiy^tigtirative, andeten hypeitoHcal 
ftyle'; this cA)jeAidR fapplie^ chiefly to thfe 
Wriiittgs bJF the Old Tfeftamient, and to the 
jlrojAfefical -and poetical parts d( (li^. 
But ^Hc ihetapKdridil and ^flortfl ^yTe «f 
•"•-*•*- thofe 



4racy which l^a^s tp ^ f^y^ aj;^ .mAe^iggfi 
jfxmc^^on m the relief or h^ar^^ . lli; 
|p% ftyie pf the ^tb^ffLy^^x>( ^O^ \^ 

jjjSfiffiKV ^V94^of4 to Jli?iasi§tjipj^9ay 
ft&4'tflP imagery ijjind€rftQQ4 tovb^e prflftr 
«g^l^. TikeilyJe:/rftl?^Sc;r^^ 

joppofition to ^^^^§p 9pr '%b!^ M »r 
portion to florid ; but it is plain and Ample 
In the belt fenfe, as oppofed to falfe prin* 
ciples and £dfe tafte ; it raifes no wrong 
idea; it gives an exad impreffioi^ of the 
thing it means to cony^y4 and its very 
tropes and figures, though bold, arcmever 
lumatural or affeded : when it embcHifhef 
it does not miflead; even when it exag- 
gerates, it does not mifreprefent ^ if it be 
hyperbolical, it is fo either in compliance 
with the genius of Oriental language, or in 
compliance with contemporary cuftoms, or 
<^4 becauie 



^ 
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bccaufe the fubjeA is one which will be 
moft forcibly impreffcd by a ftrong figure. 
The loftinefs of the expreffion deducts no-- 
thing from the weight of the circumftance j 
the imagery animates the reader without 
smfleading him*; the boldlft illuftnitiQii; 
while it dilates his conception ofrthe^ fob- 
jeAy detracts nothing from its exs^&nf^ ; 
and divine truth^ inflead of being injure^ 
by the opulence of th^ >IGgute6j ccmfirivlel 
tb Aiake theiA fr^ and vari^ avttm^tdr 
the heart and the underftanding; ^ no: 
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''''''•' '^'^ CHAP. X- -^"^^^ 

-- vi V : -■ ■ ■ ■-...-* 

"0» Religm.^^Tbe necejfity and duty oftHtlf^ 
'■■'■' ihJi'ruSlion jhewn by analogy with iumkn 



i 



-T.has been the fia(bion of our late irnipr 
V9iiOt» ia philofophy^ who have writtea 
fome of the mofl: krilliant and popular 
treatifes on education, to decry the prac- 
tice of early inftilling religious knowledge 
into the minds of children. In vindication 
of this opinion it has been alledged, that it 
is bf the utmoft importance to the caufe of 
truth, that the mind of man fhould be kept 
free from prepoffeffions ; and in particular, 
that every one (hould be left to form fuch 
judgment on religious fubje£l:s as may feem 
bed to his own reafon in niaturer years. . 
This fentiment has received fome coun* 
teoance from thof« better characters who 

have 
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liave wiihed, on the iiureft jpririd^^^^ 
encourage free inquiry in rdigioa) >butit 
has been pufhed to the blaineal^e exceft 
here ccnfured, chiefly by the new philofo^ 
phers; M^ho, while they profefs only an«d» 
jremious ?eal for tt-uth, i^re>in fe^iUty «fv 
■deavouring todeflroy Chii^ajQtkf jt/itf» by 
difcouncenancing, under the pla^ufible j^re^ 
tence of free inquiry, all attention whatever 
4o the religious eduostion JoFour yooidi/' 

It !€ uadodbtedty oiard^9 i^rhfle f» isMi 
uiaitttng piindples Into she tender- nuaf , 
-fb te(ke pecufiar ^ase that tkofe piiintfifd^ 
he found aiid jdfft ; Ihaf ihe reHgibn wc 
teach %e <he tetigion ^'tbe Sible, ^md^ot 
die inventions ©f human feriJor orfupeHli^ 
4^: *that fhe principles *we infu& imt^ 
others, ^e fuch as iw^MjMdeivies'iiiu^^ 'vdi 
/crutinfaed, and not tke xefult vof .aur 
cpedaKty-or)big<^try ; goor.the'n^ese^h^iei^ 
dbary^ ^uneKamii^ied pMJ«ji&es:offi«ir'52atij^ 
undifcerniag childiiQ<CKL k mdgf al&> \hii\ 
granted^ 'that it is ^thedsity fif jBmry>parent^ 
to inkam d^e youth, tlm "vhm ^l^^i^m^ 

ties 



lie$eA(9|l: b»ve fo unfolded theiaielves^'^ 
io^ enable :him to examine for himfetf 
Cboie priflLoipIes which th^ parent k no^ 
ij|(itillu\g> it will be liis duty io to eacamiat 

.-..JBut, after making thefe eonceffions,.! 
^ilid Dioft ferioufly infift that there are 
C^tain kading and fundamental truths 4 
^t there are certain fentiments on .^he 
fide of Chriftianity, as well as of virtue 
ao4 benevolence, ia favour of which every 
cbild ot4ght to be prepofleiTed ; and may it; 
npt be alio added, that to exped to keep 
the jnund void of all prepofleflion, even 
iipon any fubjefl:, appears to be altogether 
a<v;ain and impradicable attempt? an at- 
tejnpt, the very fuggeftion of which argues 
much ignorance of human nature. 

. Let ic be obferved here, that we are not 
combating the infidel j that we are not 
produdag evidences and arguments in 
fawurof Chriftianity, or trying to win 
oyer the aileat of the reader to that which 
hexlifputes j but that we are taking it for 

grantedj 



gtantcd, not only that ChfifHanhy'isfttiflr, 
but- that we are addreffirig-thbfe who be*' 
lieve It to be true: an alTumptioA 'which 
has been made throughout thrs work. -Ai- 
fuming, therefore, that there are religious 
principles which are true, and which ought 
to be communicated in the moft effedhal 
manner, the next queftion which atifes 
fecms to be, at what age and in what man- 
ner thefe ought to be inculcated ? That it 
ought to be at an early period we have 
both the example and the command of 
Chrift ; for he himfelf attended his parents 
in their annual public devotions at Jerufalem 
during his own infancy ; and afterwards in 
his public miniftration encouragingly faid, 
" Suffer little children to come unto me." 
But here conceding for the fake of argu- 
ment what yet cannot be conceded, that 
fome good reafons may be brought in 
fiivour of delay ; allowing that fuch itn. 
preffions as are communicated early may 
not be very deep ; allowing them even tb 
become totally effaced by the fubfequent 

corrup. 



corruptions of the heart and of the world ; 
ftiil I would- illuftrace the importance of 
early infufing religious knowledge, by an 
jtUufion drawn from the power of early 
habit in human learning. Put the cafe, 
forinftance, of a perfon who was betimes 
initiated in the rudiments of claf&cal ftudies. 
Suppofe him after quitting fchool to have 
fallen, either by a courfe of idlenefs or of 
vulgar purfuits, into a total negled of 
fti^dy. Should this perfon at any future 
period. happen to be called to feme pro- 
Jfeffion, which fliould oblige him, as we 
f^y, to rub up his Greek and Latin ; his 
memory ftill retaining the unobliterated 
though faint traces of his early purfuits, he 
wUl be able to recover his neglefted learn- 
ing with lefs difficulty than he could now 
^egin to learn ; for he is not again obliged 
to fet out with ftudying the.iimple ele- 
ments J they come back on being pur- 
fuedj they are found on being fearched 
for ; the. decayed images aifume (liape, and 
i^r.ei)g^I^> ^d colour y he has in bis mind 

firfl: 



fiffl: pHndpIev lo wT^lv ifyfcXM ;'4iSfffvSS^; 
cfgraiiAmar which he hns allefhed li^notfHf^ 
to violate, he has not howevfer fdi^g6ftctif - 
he tritl recall negkded idecK,- he =tl^ 
refuxne flightdd babiu &f mofe^afit^ flMf ^ 
be could now begin to acquire nov ones f 
I appeal ta clergymen who are catted '^fii^ 
attend the dying beds of fueh as hwe'1>€^^ 
bred in grofe and fttipid ignorance of re* 
ligion, for the juftnefe of this compariCniK 
Do they not find that thefe unhappy * 
people have no ideas* in common with 
th^m? that fbey poffefs * no iritelUglble* 
medium by which to make themfelv^is' 
uilderftood? that the perfohs to whbA*- 
they are addrefling themfelvcs have no* 
firfl: principles to which they can be' 
referred? that they are ignorant not only 
of the fcience, but the language <)fr 
Chriftianity ? : -. 

But at worft, whatever be the txesn^tinj: 
the child, though in general we are eck*^L 
couraged, from the tenor of Scripture i'jv^ 
and the courfe of experience^ to hope ihat^q 

J • that 



dttt event would be fiiTomable, is it do^ 
daog for the parent to hare acquitted him- 
fiflf of this prime duty ? And will not the 
fisfeiit who fo acquits himfelf, widi better 
reafion and more lively hope, fupplicate the 
father of mercies for the reclaiming of a 
piddigal,. wIm> has wandered out of that 
f^ht p^ in which he has fet him forward, 
thsm for the converfion of a negleded 
iiftature, to whofe feet the Gofpel had 
never been offered as a light ? And how 
different will be the dying refledions eveai 
of that parent whole eameft endeavours 
terre beoi unhappily defeated by the fub- 
lequent and voluntary perverfion of his 
child, from his who will reafonably aggra- 
vate his pangs by transferring the fins of 
fass negteded child to the number of his 
own tran^ellions. 

And to fuch well-intentioned but ill* 
judging parents as really wifli their chil- 
dren to be hereafter pious, but erroneoufly 
v^ithhold inftrudion till the more advanced 
period prefcribed by the great mailer. of 

^'-Tt J J ipiendid 
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{plendid paradoxes * (hall arrive ; who can 
affure them that while they are witaholcbng 
the good feed, the great and ^vef viffiiant 
enemy, who afTduoufly feizes hold, on .eyerr 
opportunity which wc flight, and cultlyat^ 
every advantage which ive negleft, may 
not be flocking the fallow ground with 
tares ? Nay, who in this fluftuatinig; fyeiic 
of things can ,be aflfured, even if this were 
not certainly to be the cafe,, t|iat to thcin 
the promifed period ever fhall arrive at all ^ 
Who fhall afcertain to them that th^ jiow 
neglefied child fliall certainly live tp i:ecieiviB 
the delayed inftruftibn ? Who can aflu^p 
them that they theinfelves will live tpjCQWc 
municate it ?. ^ ^ . ,, 

It is almoft nqedlefs to obferve th^ 
parents who are indifferent about religjoi^ 
much more thofe v/ho treat.it with fcorn, 
are not likely to be anxious on this fub- 
jeftj it is therefore the attention of rdK- 
jf/W parents which is here chiefly calleq 

* Rpuffeau. 
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*ifife^v| arid the more fo; as* there Tee^s,.M 
4nK^ poliit^ an unaccouritable' negligence' 
^^ many of thef'e, whether it ^ife' froiii 
iiicfolence, falte ffriridples, or whkteVer 
Nofher motive'.^ 

V Ba'c ifld'epehtlent of knowledge, It is 
Tdmetlijng^,^ nay, ' let philofbphers fay what 
Hhey will, it is much, to give youth pre- 
^jlfeffiins in' favour of religion, to Yecbre 
thfeit prejudices on its fide'before you turn 
th^m; adrift into the world; a woHd 
In which, before they can be completely 
armed with '.afgtiraents and feafons, they 
will be affiiHed by numbers whofe pte- 
^offeffions" and' prejudices, far more than 
iMr arguftifent's and reafons, attach them 
ttJtheothet fide. Why fliould not the 
Chriftian youfh fdrnifli himfelf in the beft 
taufe with the fame natural armour which 
the enemies of religion wear in the wotft*? 
"It^s certain that to fet out in life with fenti- 
iiffehts h\ favouf of the religion of our coun- 
try- is no liiore an error or a 'weaknefs, 
than to grow up with a fon<inel[s for otir 
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country itfelf. If the love of our country 
be judged a fair principle, furely a Chriftian 
^ho is " a citizen of no mean city/' may^ 
lawfully have his attachnients too. If patrio* 
tifm be an honeft prejudice, Chriftianhy is 
not a fervile one- Nay, let us teach the^ 
youth to hug his prejudices, to glory in hisr: 
prepolTefficHis, rather than to acquire tbat 
yerfatile and accommodating dtizenflnp of • 
the world, by which he may be an Infidel: 
in Paris, a Papift at Rome, and a MufluU 
man at Gairo^ 
• Let me not be fuppofed fota elevate 
politics, or fo to deprefs religion, as ta! 
make any coriiparifon of the Value of the- 
oni&with the other, when I obfetve^ thac 
between the true Britifli patriot and the ' 
true Chriftian, there will be this common 
refemblance : the more deeply each of - 
them, inquires, the more will he be con- 
firmed in his refpe£Uve attachment, the 
one to his country, the other to his reli- . 
gion. I fpeak with reverence of the im- 
meafurable diftanqe ; but the more the one • 
prj^ffeson the firm arch of our conftitution, * 

and 
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afad the other on that of Chriftianity,- 
Ihe ftronger he will find them both;- 
Each challenges fcrutiny; each has no* 
thing to dread but from (hallow politi* 
Clans, and (hallow pbilofophers ; in each 
intimate knowledge juftifies prepoflbflion ; 
in each inveftigation confirms attachment. - 
If we divide the human being into three 
component parts, th^ bodily^ the intel- 
kd:ual^ and the fpiritual, is it not reafon- 
ahle thfat a portion of care and attention be 
a(figned to each in fome degree adequate 
to its importance? Should I venture to 
fay a due portion, a portion adapted to the 
real comparative value of each, would not 
that condemn in one word the whole 
fyftem of mddern education ? The ra- 
tional and intelledual part being avowedly * 
more valuable than the bodily, while the 
fpiritiial and immortal part exceeds even 
the intelledual (1411 more than that fur- 
pafies what is corporeal j is it aAing ac- 
cording to the common rules of propor-.; 
tibnj is it afting oh the principles of 
K 2 diftri- 
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diftributive jufti^e ; is.ici afting : witte- thaf- 
goodfenfc and right judgiOfint-,wi^?TirhiQh: 
the- ordinary bufinefs of this, world- is 
ufually tranfaded, to give the Iju^get pro-- 
portion of :time and^care- to that, which: 
is; worth tl)e leafti. Is it £air tfaettwhiiCii 
relates to the body and the organs of i 
the body, I mean thofd accomplifimiems 
Avhich add^efa themfelves to thq eye and.the ) 
ear^ ihould occupy- ali]|iofl:) the whole;i 
thoughts ; that^the imelledual -part ilkiTild^: 
be robbed of its due proportion, and. that . 
the fpirkual part ihould have almofb no . 
proportion at all? Is .not this preparing 
your children for ^n awful difappointment * 
in the tremendousf day* when they fliall be 
dripped of that body, of thofe fenfes and . 
organs, which have been made almoft the 
fole'objefts of their attention^ and (hall feel- 
themfelves left in poffdiTion of inothing:bu^i 
that fpiritual part which in education^' was;^. 
fc^cely taken intQ the aQcouat. of /theti^r;; 
exiflence? ? i . iu 

4 • • * Surdf'-- 



-^Surdiy it fhbuld be thought & feifonable 
coinpromife (and I am in fkd under* 
valuing the ' objeQ; for the importance" 
of whieh I j5lead) to fuggeft, that at lead. 
two thirds of that time which is now 
ufui^d by externals, fhould be reftored 
tb the rightful owners, the underftatidtog 
and the lieart ; and that tTie acquifition of 
fcMgions knowledge in early youth, fliduld 
aft leafl: be no lefs^ an objeA of fedulous 
2i!tentibn than the cultivatioli of huinan 
learning or of outward embelKffiniehts- It 
is alfo not unreaf6nable to fuggetl, that we 
ihotdd in Chriftianity; as ih atts, fciences, 
or languages, begin with the begiifining, 
fet out with the limple eleinents, and thus 
*' go on uiito perfeftion.** 

Why in teaching to draw do you begin 
wth ftrait lines arid curves, till by gehtlb 
ftcps the knowledge bf outline and propor- 
tloti be attained, and your pift'ure be cbhi- 
plftfed ; never lofirig fighi; however, of the 
eiementiry lines' arid curves ? why in mufic 
(Jo-^ou let olit with the firiipte ribtes, aiid 
R 3 purfue 
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piirfue the acqurfition through all itSi pKu 
grefs, ftiU in every ftage recurring to the 
notes ? why in the fcie^ice of number? do 
you invent the fimpleft method? of coavey- 
ing juft ideas of computation, ftill referriflg 
to the tables which involve the funda^ 
mental rules? why in the fcience of 
quantity do men introduce the pupil at 
firft to the plainelt diagram^, and clear up 
one difficulty before they allow another to 
appear? why in teaching languages ta 
t^ie youth dp you feduloufly infufe into 
his mind the rudiments of fyntax ? why 
in parfmg is he led to refer every word to. 
its part.of fpeech, to refolve every fentence 
into its elements, to reduce every term to 
its original, and from the firft cafe of 
nouns, and the firft tenfe of verbs, to 
explain their formations, changes, and de-. 
pendencies, till the principles of language 
become fo grounded, that, by continually 
recurring to the rules, fpeaking and 
writing corredUy are fixed into a habit? 
"\jvhy all this,- but b^caufe.you unifornily 

wifl^ 
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mih hiitk to be grounded in each oJF his 
acquiremaits ? why, but becaufe yQU 
are perfuaded that a flight, and flovenly, 
and fuperficial, and irregular way of in- 
ftru£lion will never train him to excellence 
in any thing ? 

Do young perfons then beeome mu- 
ficians, and painters, and linguifts, and 
mathematicians, by early fludy and regular 
labour ; and fhall they become Chriftians 
by accident? or rather, is not this aflang 
on that very principle of Dogberry, at 
which you probably have often laughed? 
Is it not fuppofmg that religion, Uke 
♦' reading and writing, comes by Nature?*' 
Shall all thofe accompHfliments " which 
*^ perifli in the ufing," be fo afliduoufly, 
fo fyftematically taught ? Shall all thofe 
habits, which are limited to the things of 
this world, be fo carefully fprmed, fo per- 
fifted in, as to be interwoven with our very 
make, fo as to become as it were a part of 
ourfelves ; and ihall that knowledge which 
|s to luake. us " wife unto falvation" be 
:• ' 1^, 4 picked 



pif kf4 MP ^ ff^4^9 c^rroj^yjOfjpcrlfaftL . 
fioi picked up ^ all r Shall .tb^ diificu4t 
divioe Icie^ice w^ich icquir^ts V line upoa 
*.' ^ lUif , and prepept upon frf ccpt/.' here 
a )iale.a;id ;hefe a iUile ; ihar knowledge 
which parents, even under a darker difpe^* 
faiipn, were require^ " to teach thtir rfiil- : 
f ' (^ipT^, diligently^ and to .talk of it .whje0 . 
If ffcey fcit down in their hfixuic, and whea 
it they waJk^d by the way, and when they 
?' lay down, and whep they joi^ yp}'=* 
fliajl tbi« knowledge be by Ghriftian parents , 
deferred, or taught fligbtly i or l?e fuper- , 
feded by things of comparatively little 
worth I 

Shall the lively period of youth, the. > 
foft and impreflible feafon when lading. ■ 
habits are formed, whei^ the feal cuts . 
deep into the yielding w,ax, and t^e ira- . 
predion is more likely to be clear, and 
itrong, and lading ; iball this warm and 
fevourable feafon be fuffered to Aide. by, 
without being t.urned to the great purpgfe, 
for which not oaly , youth, , but life, and' 

breath. 



.hr^atbf and bdng u(ere'beft()wed? Sh^ 
not that "faith without which it is rai- 
i« .fihle to pleafe God;** Ihall 4iot that 
.f* holinefs -without whiclino man can fee 
:^ ihe i.ord -y- .(hall not that knowledge 
^hich is .the foundation of faith and praC-^ 
^tice ; fliall not that charity without which 
all knowledge is founding brafs and a 
ijinkUng cymbal, be jmpreffed, be incuU 
jcated, be enfprced, ^s early, as conftamly, 
as fundamentally, with the fame earneft 
pufting oil to continual progrefs, with the 
Jame conftant reference to firft principles, 
as are u&d in the cafe of thofe arts which 
Bierely adorn human life ? Shall we iiot 
fcize the happy period when the memorj 
is ftrong, the mind and aU its powers vigor- 
ous and aSive, the imagination bufy and 
aH alive; the heart flexible, the temper 
dttftile, the confcience tender, curiofity 
awake, fear powerful, hope eager, love , 
aiuient ; (hall we not felze this period for 
inculcating that knowledge, and imprefling 
thofe principles which are to form /the 

charafter. 
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chara£ber, and fix the deftinatkm ^ der- 
nity.? / - ' ■ 

Or, if I may be allowed to iddrefs 
another and a ftill more dilatory clais, 
who are for procraftinating all concern 
about religion till we are driven to it by 
actual diftrels, and who do not think of 
^praying till they are perifliing, like the 
faiior who faid, >• he thought it wa$ always 
*' time enough to begin to pray when the 
« ftorm began." Of thefe I would aik, 
fhall we, with an unaccountable delibera- 
tion, defer our anxiety about religion till 
the bufy man or the diffipated woman 
are become (o immerfed in the cares of 
life, or fo entangled in its pleafures, that 
they will have Jittle heart or fpirit to em^ 
brace a new principle ? a principle whofe 
precife objed it will be to condemn that 
very life into which they have already em- 
barked J nay, to condemn almoft all that 
they have been doing ai^id thinking ever fince 
they firft began to adt or think ? Shall we, 
I fay, begin no>jr ?. or fhall we fuffer thofc 

inftruc- 
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inftru&ions, to receive which requires all 
the concentrated powers of a ftrong and 
heahhy mind, to be put off till the day of 
excruciating pain, till the period of de- 
bility and ftupefaftion ? Shall we wait 
for that feafon, as if it were the moft fa- 
vourable for religious acquifitions, when^ 
the fenfes Ihall have been palled by 

' exceffive gratification, when the eye (hall 
b6 tired with feeing, and the ear with 

• hearing ? Shall we, when the whole man 
is breaking up by difeafe or decay, exped 
that the dim apprehenfion will difcem a 
ftew fcience, or the obtufe feelings delight 
themfelves with a new pleafure ? a pleafure 
too, not only incompatible with many idf^ 
the hitherto indulged pleafures, but one 
which carries with it a ftrong intimation 
that thofe pleafures terminate in the deati^ 
of the foul. 

But, not to lofe fight of the Important 
?inalogy on which we have already dwelt fo- 
/tiuch ; how prepofterous would it feem to 
Vou to hear any one propofe to an illitefrate 

dying 
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dying man^ to fet about ieaming etrenihe 
plaioeft and eafieft rudiments of aayoew 
art; to fiudy the muficad notes; to cosbi' 
jugate an auxilia^ yerb*; tto ^kiarh^ inot> 
the firft problem in Euclid, but evea €bei. 
numeration table ; jfind yet you do not 
think it abfurd -to fo&pane religiOQs ia- 
ftrucUon, on princ^ks whi(^, if admittodf. 
at all, muft terminate either ^ igaor^oce^ .' 
or in your ptopofmg too lat^ to a dying * 
man to begin to learn the tota% unkixowQ: . 
icheme of Chriftianity. You do not 
think it nnpof&ble that he fliouM .be. 
brought to lillen to the *' voice of this . 
" charmer/' when he can no longer. 
Hften to *' the voice of fmgiHg men and>. 
*^ fmging women/* Tou do not think 
it unreafonable that immortal beings fhould,' 
delay to devote their days to Heaven, tiU, 
they have " no pleafure in thein'* themr. . 
felves. You will not bring them to offer 
up the firft fruits of their lips^ and headrtSa^. : 
and lives, to their Maker, becaufe yoii pei>, 
(iuLa4e yourf<?lyes th^ he who has called;:; 
. : ., himfelf 



himfelf: a '^jealous God^V may however, 
b^ contented hereafter, ^h the wretched , 
faiarifice of decayed appetites^, and the 
^^(fiQlithlers' leavings of almofl: : extlnguiftted 
afteflbns. 

One caixnot; belieYC, even with all 
th&^ melancbbly procraftination ) we fee 
aflound U3,\ th^t there ia^/carcely any one,, 
except he be a decided infidel, who does> 
nojiiconftdef religion as -at lead a :good tc- 
vQTfioiiafyr thing J as an; objeft' which ' ■ 
ought always. to occupy a* little. ireniote 
cornerof his.iraap:-of life} the ftudy of 
wljich, thojiiglj it isialways to be poflponed^ 
isix however, not to be. finally . rejeftcdj 
wbichy though* it : cannot conveniently 
cojne into his prefent fcheme.of life, it is. 
intended fomehow or other to take up be- 
fore death. This awful deception, rthis de- 
feil. in the infelleftual vifion, arifcs, partly 
fr<>m ^he bulk which the objefts of time ' 
and fenfe acquire in our eyes by their near- 
nefsf while the invifible realities of eter- 
nity are but faintly difcerned by a feeble - 

faith. 



254 AKALCCY Ot REL^m^ 

^th, tfaroagh a dim and diftant medSuflli'^ 
It arifes alfo partly from a totally falfe idea 'ji^ 
of the nature of Chriftianity, from a fatal ' 
fancy that we can repent at any future 
period, and that as amendment is a thing 
which will always be in our own power, 
it will be time enough to think of reform-* 
ing our life, when we ihould only think of 
clofing it. 

• But depend upon it, that a heart long 
hardened, I do not mean by grofs vices 
merely, but by a fondnefs for the world, 
by an habitual and exceffive indulgence in 
the pleafures of fenfe, will by no means be 
in a fevourable ftate to admit the light of 
divine truth, or to receive the imprefSons 
of divine grace. God indeed fometimes 
fhbws us by an afl: of his fovereignty, that 
this wonderful change, the converfion of ^ 
finner*s heart, may be produced wiihout 
the intervention of human means, to fhow 
that the work is His. But as this is not 
the way in which the Almighty ufually 
deals with his creatures, it would be nearly 

as 
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asj^repojGterous for men to ad on this pre-) 
fumption, and fin on in hopes of a mira-; 
ciilous converfion, as it would be to take 
no means for the prefervation of our lives, . 
becaufe Jefus Chrift raifed Lazarus from 
the dead. 



G- as* y 



CHAP. XL- 

On the manner ofinJlruSllng young perfom iA 
Religion. — General remarks on the geniui 
cfChriJiianity. 

1 WOULD now with great deference ad^ 
drefs thofe refpeftable charaders who are 
really concerned about the bed interefts 
of their children \ thofe to whom Chrift* 
ianity is indeed an important confideration^ 
but whofe habits of life have hitherto hin- 
dered them from giving it its due degree 
in the fcale of education. 

Begin then with confidering thit -re- 
ligion is a part, and the mod prominent 
part^ in your fyftem of inftruftion; Do 
not communicate its principles in a randoni 
defultory way j nor fcantily ftint this bufi- 
nefs to only fuch fcraps an^ remnants 

af 
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of time as may be cafually picked up. from 
thq gleanings of other acquirements* 
''^ Will you bring to God for it facrifice 
'.* that which cofts you nothing ?*' Let 
the beft part of the day, which with mod 
people is the earlieft part, be fteadily and 
inwriably dedicated to this work by your 
Qbildren, before they are tired with their 
other ftudies, while the int^lleft is clear,, 
the fpirits light, and th« attention up^ 

• Confirie not your inftitoaions to mere 
verbal rituals and dry fyftems ; but inftruS^r 
diem in a way which fhall intereft their 
feelings, by lively images, and by a warja 
praftictfl application of what they read 
to their own hearts and circum-ftances. 
If you d5 not ftudy the great but too niudi 
flighted art of fixing, cf commanding, of 
chaining the attention, you may throw 
away much time and labour, with little 
©?ber dffefl: than that of difgufling your 
p\ipil and wearying yoiirfelf. There feems 
to-bfe -tto gaod' reafon that while evttj 
\ ' yoLr* I. • s . other 
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[ Other thing Is to be made amufmg, religion 
alone muft be dry arid uninviting. Do not 
fency that a thing is good merely becaufe 
it is dull. Why Ihould not the moft en- 
tertainirig powers of ths human mind be 
fupremely confecrated to that fubjefl which 
is moft worthy of their full exercife ? The 
misfortune is, that religious learning is too 
often rather confidered as an aft of the 
memory than of the heart and afieftions ; 
and that children are turned over to the 
dry work of getting by rote as a talk that 
which they fhould get from example, from 
animated converfation, from lively dif^ 
cuffion, in which, the pupil ihould learn to 
bear a part, inftead of being merely a paf- 
five hearer. T^ach them rather, as their 
Bleffed Saviour taught, by interefting pa- 
rables, which, while they correfted the 
heart, left fome exercife for the inge- 
nuity in the folution, and for the feelings 
m their application. Teach, as He taught, 

* by feizing on furrounding objefts, paffing 
events, local circumftances, peculiar cha^ 

rafters. 
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rafters, apt allufions, juft analogy, appro- 
priate illuftration. Call in all creation, 
auimate and inanimate, to your aid, and 
accuftom your young audience to 

Find tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, 
jScrmons in ftones, and good in every thing. 

Even when the nature of your fubje£l, 
makes it neceflary for you to be more 
plain and didadlic, do not fail frequently to 
enKven thefe lefs engaging parts of your 
difcourfe with fome incidental imagery 
which Ihall captivate the fancy. Relieve 
what would otherwife be too dry and pre- 
ceptive, with fome ftriking exemplification 
in point, fome touching inftance to be imi- 
tated, fome awful warning to be avoided ; 
ibmething which fliall illuftrate your itt- 
ilruftion, which fhall realize your pofition, 
which Ihall embody your idea, and give 
ihape and form, colour and life, to your 
precept. Endeavour unremittingly to con- 
neft the reader with the fubje£l, by inaking , 
her feel that what you teach is neither aa 
?[bftra£l truth, nor a thing of mere general 
s 2 inform- 
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information, but that it is a bufin^rs in 
which Jhe herfelf is individually and im* 
mediately concerned ; in which not only 
her eternal falvation but her prefent hap- 
pinefs is involved. Do, according to your 
mcafure of ability, what the Holy Spirit 
which indited the Scriptures has done, 
alt^ays take the fenfibility of the learner 
into your account of the faculties which 
are to be worked upon. ** For the doc- 
^^ trines of the Bible," as the profound 
and enlightened Bacon obferves, *f are not 
** propofed to us in a naked logical form, 
*' but. arrayed in the moft beautiful and 
" ftriking colours which creation affords.** 
By thofe affeding illuftratibns ufed by Him 
*"* who knew what was in man," and 
tlierefbre beft knew hbw to addfefs him, 
it Was, that the unlettered audiences of 
Chrift and his Apoftlcs were enabled both 
to cohipwhchd and to relifti doftrines, 
iXrhich would not readily have made theif 
way to their underftandfngs, had they not 
firft touched their hearts; and which 

would 
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-would have found accefe to neither the one 
nor the other, had they beqn delivered in 
dry fcholaftic difquifitionst Now thofe 
audiences not being learned, may be fup- 
pofed to have been nearly in the ftate of 
children, as to their receptive feculties, an4 
to have required nearly the fame fort of in- 
ftruftion J that is, they were more capable 
of being affefted with what was limply 
and touching, and lively, th^L what wjas 
elaborate, abftrufe, and unafFe(a;ing. Hea- 
ven and f arth were made to fumiih then: 
contributions, yrhen man wa§ to b^ taught 
th^t fcience which w^s to make him. wife 
unto falvation. Something which might 
^jafqrce or illuftr^te w?ls borrowed froig. 
eyf ry element. The appearances of ih^ 
fky, the ftorms of the ocean, the birds QjF 
the air, the b^afts of the field^ the fruit? 
,oftheeartb> the feed an4 the harveftj^ the 
iabpurs of the hufbandm^en, the feafons of 
the year ! ... 

If tHat ]be the pureft eloquence whidl 
njofl: perfua4es^ and w^ich comes hottik 

■ '..:'•'■ S3'-- '■■^■^'■■■^■''i ^ii, 
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to the heart with the fulleft evidence atfd 
the moft irrefiftible force, then no eloquence 
is fo powerful as that of Scripture : and 
an intelligent Ohrlftian teacher will be ad- 
moniflied by the mode of Scripture itfelf, 
liow to communicate fts truths with life 
and fpirit; *' while he is mufing, the fire 
" bums:** that fire which will preferve 
him from an mfipid and freezing modb 
of inftruftion. He will moreover, as 
was faid above, always carefully Si^ep up 
a quick fenfe of the perfonaT intereft the 
pupil has in every religious inftruflion 
which is impreffed upon him. He will 
teach as Paul prayed, " with the fpirit, 
^ " and with the underftanding alfo ;** and m 
imitating this great model, he will necef- 
farily avoid the oppofite faults of two dif- 
ferent forts of inftru£lors ; for whife fome 
of our divines of the hfghcr cfafs have 
been too apt to preach as if mankind had 
only inteHeft, and the lower ah4 more 
popular fort as if they had only paflions^ 
A(> you borrow what -is good from both^ 

and 
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QJQLd ^addrefs your pupils as beings com- 
pounded of both underilandmg and af* 
fedioas*. 

Fsuicy not that the Bible is too difficult 
and intricate to be prefemed in its own 
naked form, and that it puzzles and be- 
\vilders the youthful underflanding. In 
all needful and indifpenfable points of 
knowledge, the darknefs of Scripture, as a 
great Ghriftian philofopher f has obferved, 
>' is but a partial darknefs, like that of 
** Egypt, which benighted only the enemies 
^^ of God, while it left his children in clear 

* The zeal arid diligence with which the Bifliop of 
London's weekly leAures have been attended by per- * 
' fons of all ranks and defcnptions, but more efpcciallyr 
fay that clafs to whom this little work is addreffed, 
13 a very promifmg circumftance for the age. And 
while one confiders with pleafure the advantages pe- 
culiarly tb be derived by the young from fo intereft- 
ing and animated an expoiition of the Gofpel, one U 
further led to rejoice at the countenance given by fuch 
iiigh authority to the revival of that excellenty but to6 
much negleded pradice of ledures. 

f "Mr. Boyle. 

S4 "day^^ 



2^4 9» THE lIAmiEll M 



* It ii joot pretended tbst Jdst 
Bible will Jlnd intha. yeader : clear lacm^ <tf 
God and of Chrift^ of the fouL and eter- 
nity, but- that k wBi p^e tfaenL And if it 
be really the appropriate charadsr of Scrips 
tttte^ as It teUs us itME that it w^ ^^toeti" 
** lighten the eyes of th^ Mndj" and "-^^ 
•* make wife \h^ftmpkj^ then it isas~^;(^ 
calculated for the youthful and loaEOB&imstdk 
as for any other clafs ; and as k t^as Aei^ 
expe&ed that the greater part of Cbt$(tian§ 
ifabuld be learned, fo is learning-, ttoibgH 
of iaeftimable value in % tCMker of 'theo- 
logy, no ejjmtial qualification for a com- 
mon Chriftian : for which reafon Scripture 
truths are expreffed with that dear and 
iimpte evidence adapted to the kind of 
affent which they require; an aflcht mate- 
rially different from that fort of demon- 
ftration which a mathematical theorem de- 
mands* He who could bring an unpre- 
judiced hieatt and an unpefvcrted will, 
would bring to the Scriptures the beft 
. ^ , 6 . qualifica- 
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qualifkation fbr underftanding and receiv- 
ing them. And though they contain 
thjngis which the pupil cannot comprehend , 
(as what ancient poet, hiftorian, or orator 
does not,) the teacher may addrefs to him 
the words which Chrift addreffed to Peter, 
*' What I do thou knoweft not now, biit 
" thou fhalt know hereafter.'* 

Young people who have been taught re-* 
h'gion in a formal and fuperficial way, who 
have had all its drudgeries and none of its 
pleafures, will probably have acquired fa 
little relifli for it, as to' confider the con- 
tinued profecution of their religious ftudies 
as a badge of their tutelage, as a mark 
tbat they are ftill under fubjeftion; and 
will look forward with impatience to the 
hour of their emancipation from the lec- 
tures on Chrifti^nity^ as the a^va of their 
pronufed liberty. They will long for the 
peripd.when its leflpns (liall ceafe to.be de- 
livered; will <;onclude that, having once 
attained fuch an.age^ and arrived at the 
required proficiency, the objcft will be 

accom- 
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accompUfhed and the labour at' an cn^^ 
But let not your children ** fo learn Chrift.'^ 
Apprize them that no fpecific day will ever 
arrive on which they fhall fay, I AavedX- 
tained; but inform them, that every ac- 
quifition mud be followed up ; knowledge 
muft be increafedj prqudices fufxlued; 
good habits rooted ; evil ones eradicated ; 
difpofitions ftrengthened; principles con- 
firmed ; till going on from light to light, 
and from ftrength to ftrength, they come 
" to the meafure of the ftature of the ful- 
« nefs of Chrift/' 

But though ferious inftniftion will not 
only be uninterefting but irkfome if con- 
veyed to youth in a cold didaftic way, yet 
if their affections are fuitably engaged, 
while their underftandings are kept in ex* 
ercife, their hearts, fo far from neceffarily 
revolting, as fome infift, will often receive 
the moft folemn truths with alacrity. It is, 
as we have repeated, the manner which re- 
volts them, and not the thing, 

^-- As 
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As it is notorious that men of wit and 
fprightiy fancy have been the mod formid- 
able enemies to Chriftianity; while men, in 
whom thofe talents have been confecrated 
to God, have been Ibn>e of her mod ufeful 
champions, take particular care to prefs 
that ardent and ever-a£Uve power, the 
imagination^ into the fervice of religion ; 
this bright and bufy faculty will be lead- 
ing its poffeffor into perpetual peril, and is 
an enemy of peculiar potency till it come 
to be employed in the caufe of God. It is 
a lion, which though worldly prudence 
indeed may chain fo as to prevent outward 
mifchief, yet th'fe malignity remains with- 
in J but when fanftified by Chriflianity, the 
imagination is a lion famed; you have aU 
the benefit of its ftrength and its adivity, 
divefted of its mifchief, God never be- 
llowed that noble but reftlefs faculty, 
without intending it to be an inftrument of 
his own glory ; though it has been too 
often fet up in rebeUion againft him ; be- 
caufe, in its youthful ftirrings, while all alive 
14 * and 
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and full of action, it has not been feized 
upon to fervc its rightful Soverdgd, 
but was early enlifted with little oppofition 
under the banners of the world, the fl^, 
and the deviL Religion is the only fubjeft 
in which, under the guidance of a feveiie 
and fober-minded prudence, this difcurfive 
faculty can fafely ftretch its powers ani' 
expand its energies. But let it be remem- 
bered, that it muft be a found and genuine 
Chriflianity which can alone fo chaftife 
and regulate the imagination, as to reftraifl 
it from thofe errors and exceffes into which 
a falfe, a miftaken, an irregular reKgion, 
has too often led its injudicious and i& 
inftrufted profeflbr. Some of the moft- 
fatal extremes into which a wild enthufiafm 
or a frightful fuperftition has plunged itsr 
unhappy votaries, have been owing to the 
want of a due direftipn, of a ftrift and 
holy caftigation of this ever-working fit- '' 
culty. To fecure imagination, therefore, 
on,the fafe fide, and, if I may cTiange tht 
metaphor, to put it under the diteflioii^ 
• ' of 
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of its true pilot in the flormy voyage of 
life, is like engaging thofe potent elements, 
the wind and tide, in your favour. 

In your communications with young 
people^ take care to convince them that as 
religion is not a bufmefs to be laid afide 
with the leflbn, fo neither is it a fmgle 
branch of duty ; fome detached thing, which 
h'ke the acquifition of ail art or a language, 
is to be praftifed feparately, and to have its 
diftinft periods and modes of operation^ 
But let them underftand, that common 
afts, by the fpirit in which they are to be 
performed, are to be made afts of reli- 
gion ; let them perceive that Chriftianity 
may be confidered as having fomething of 
that influence over the coHduft which ex- 
ternal grace has over the manners ; for as 
it is not the performance of fome particu- 
lar aft which denominates any one to be 
graceful, grace being a fpirit difFuf^ 
through the whole fyftem, which Animates 
e\rery fentiment, and informs ev^ty adion; 
as ihQ Who ha$ trut perfoaal grace has ft 

uniformly,'' 
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^jiniformly, and is not fometiihes awkward 
and foraetimes elegant; does not fome- 
times lay it down and fometimes take it 
up ; fo religion is not an occkfional aft, 
but an indwelling principle, an inwrought; 
habit, a perv«\ding and informing fpirit, 
from which indeed every aft derives all its 
Efc, and energy, and beauty. 

Give' them clear views of the broad 
difcrimination between praftical religion 
and worldly morality ; in Ihort, between the 
virtues of Chriftians and of Pagans. Show 
tlieiu that no good qualities are genuine but 
fuch as flow from the religbn of Chriftf 
Let them learn that the virtues which the 
better fort of people, who yet are deftitute 
of true Chriftianity, inculcate and praftife> 
lefemble thofe virtues which have the love 
of God for their motive^ juft as counterfeit 
coin refembles fterling gold; they may 
have, it is true, certain points of refem- 
blance with, the others; they may be 
4)right and (hining; they hav# perhaps, 
the image and the fuperfcription^ b\jt they 

ever 
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ever want the truediftinguifliing properties ; 
they wantfterling value, purity, and weight. 
They may indeed pafs current in the tra^c 
of this world, but when brought to the 
touchftone, they will be found full of alloy ; 
when weighed in the balance of the fanc- 
luary, *' they will be found wanting ;'* 
they will not ftand that final trial which 
is td feparate " the precious from the 
** vile ;" they will not abide the day 
*^ of his coming who is like a refiner's 
*^ fire.? 

One error into which even fome good 
people are apt to fall, is that of endeavour- 
ing to deceive young minds by temporifing 
expedients. In order to allure them 
to become religious, they exhibit falfe, 

* or feint, or inadequate views of Chrifti- 
anity; and while they reprefent it as it. 

Vreally is, as a life of fuperior happinefs 

and advantage, they conceal its difEcuhies, 

and like the Jefuitical Chinefe miffionaries, 

■ icxtemiate, or fink, or deny, fuch parts of 

. it as -are leaft alluring to human pride. ^ 

• - s 14 In 
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In attemping to difguife it^ priiicipte, t&cy 
deftroy its efficacy. But bcfides that, tfie 
projed fails with them as ft did with tlic 
Jefuits; all fraud Is bad in itftlf ; and "a 
pious fraud is a contradtftion in ti&rms 
t^ hich ought to be buried in ikt rubbiflf 
of papal defolation, 

biftead of reprefenting to the young 
Chrillian, that it may be poffible by a 
prudent ingenuity at once to piirfiie, with 
equal ardour and fuccefe, worldly fame 
and eternal glory, would it not be more 
honed to tell him fairly and unambiguoufly 
that there are two diftinft roads between 
which there is a broad boundary line? 
that there are two contending and irrecon- 
cileable interefts? that he muft fbrfake 
the one if he would cleave to the other I 
that there are two forts of charaftcrs at : 
eternal variance ? that he muft renounce » 
the one if he is in earncft for the othet i . 
that nothing ftiort of abfeJute decifion eaa . 
make a confirmed Chriftian ? Point jput j 
che different forts of promifes annexed to 
. ' thefc 
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thrfe different forts of charafliears*: Con^fc 
Ytfk in thejanguage of Ghrift how the 
man of the vrorld often ob^ins Cvx^k is 
th^ natu|:^l couxfe of humaa tJ^ings) th^ 
recompence he feduloufly feeks. " Verily. 
*M:fay unto you tl^ey have their reward.'* 
Explain the beatitudes oqi the other hand^ 
and unfold what kind of^fpepi^c rieward is 
there individually promifed to its cpncomi-*. 
t^t virtue, ^^Shaw.your pupil that to that 
•• poverty of IpirU" tgi which. the kingdom 
of heaven is promifedi it would . be m^ 
confiftent to exped thajt th^ recompence 
of human commendation (houid be alio 
attached ; that to that ** purity of heart** 
to which the beatific vifion » annexed^ it 
woiald be uareafonable to fuppofe you can 
iinite the praife of licentious wits^ or the 
aidmiration of a catch-club* Thefe will be 
bellowed on their appropriate and . cor« 
refpohding merits* Do not inlift them 
iindet falfe colours; difappointment will 
i)fpduce *defertioh. Different forts of 
lrc?4i>ards are attached to different forts of 
vot; x; T fervicesj 



2?^+ »» tril fciWrtrS" 

fetvices; kti^ ^hfle yoU hijh^ aitfert: ffetf 
religious wayi ^ie ^ VWyi df pRfeltailttiefe, 
" aAd all hfet pith* itid peaW,*^ ^Jlfe ckire 
tkt you do licit Ifeid theth td i^p^A w6^^ 
cxclufivdy OH WdtWly hippftieft aiiif 
cMhly pfeacfe, for tfc^ ttiaki Ad ^irt 
of the ct)veteftt j they may bfe ft rp tf a dtl fed f 
but they tirete neVfet ftijjrftiated Hk' tt*^ 

fiut if, ftt b!?aiA- to attt^A the fotiftg t6Y 
i%ltgiduS coiirfe, yoi difittgientouiiy Cotar 
c^l kis (fiffitiiftiei, trft'ili ybti iite'jtiray eri- 
larging upoh Ifi pteSftii^, you vrSl tempt 
tfeetti (6 aifl:rUft%heitui* bf'Scffptureft- 
m. Fdr what \^t»fe|^tMnk, tot utiiytjf 
a. f€?w dew«:ht!d textt, but of t!ie gtfeferti! 
^Sft tf^ -ccAottt 6f thfe 'Oofp^ t^h'teil^ 
Mftedwhtiyotilrl^refentatibiidFh? "^at 
notlfclft %ai they tdnc&Yt of **"ttie teali' 
•^^td^'^rfd " nayt6w Vay F*^ of tltie'am- 
ttura^ioH'C)^ a ^ right fiand?**^ 6? tlie >x- 
tfftbn 6^ t ^' fight ^^ye >* of tlie dtlief 
hi-ortg ftietaphors \>j whieli the Chriffiaii 
Vlarfar'e is uia^wei oiitt of ^ crucifying 

« the 



*^ .ip?q ??^^ of " 4yinE W^.A^ ?** of ^' Qverr 
" corpiftg th? M[e?l4 ?'* . P^ YAW HX)t think. 

died for your cjiil^r^^ Iqyed them ^s wjfH 
yqu. Jove thfifn ? Ao4 if ^his w^r? hi3 ls\n- 
g¥SaP> ought it ?k9t to l)q ypurj; ? It is tfig 
IjWgHagq of frue love ^^vOf t^iat l9,y? w«h 
vhich ^ J^Je^'piful God loyp4 the wprld, 
^h^9 h§ fp3?^d uot bis o^n ^qx^. Dd 
SftI th^ fry Uf 9pnpeal fr^ thep, that 
\\\^ life of a Chriftij}^ ^$ ni^ceffar^y pppofitQ 
tp ^^^e p£ pf the T^prW ; ^d dp w; i^kj, 
by. a yjiin attepfit at ;w;fa9vnod^UoQ, 
to. rfc^iftpite siiat di§eri?nfie wl^jfife Gh^ift 
hi«^elf hsuB jproiimimi^d cp he irr^p^ 
€i}eablev 

. May k not be partly m/mg to the want 
of a due introduftion to the koowLedge of 
tV x^dA nature and fpirit pf religjipa, thst 
fe tnany young Chiiftian^, who fist out in 
ai^.&ir and floudfiiing Jvay, declio^ as^ 
^ifjii^r /when tbey •come to p^rceiye th^ 
j^ui^^iM^ pf 69ps»knwtai Ctr^y9fij,ty ^ 
■.I, \/. T 2 requifi- 



ayS bN tHB GENIUS ^ 

requifirions which they had not fufpeScd 
of making any pait of the plan ; ^nd from 
which, when they afterwards difcover them, 
they fhrink back, as not prepared and har- 
dened for the unexpected conteft. 

People are no more to be cheated into 
religion than into learning* The fame 
fpirit which influences your oath in a court 
of juftice Ihould influence your difcourfe in 
that court of equity— your family. Your 
children fliould be toM the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothmg but the truth. 
It is unneceflary to add, that it mufl: 
be done gradually and difcreetly. We 
know whofe example we have for poft:- 
poning that which the mind is not yet pre- 
pared to receive : " I have many things 
^ yet to fay to you, but ye cannot bear 
*^ them now." Accufliom them to reafon 
by analogy. Explain to them that great 
it^^fW/y attainments ate never made with- 
out great facrifices ; that the mercjhant 
cannot become rich without induftry j the 
ftatefman eminent without labour ; the 

fcholar 



OF CHRISTIANITY. 277 

fchotar learned without ftudy ; tlie hero 
renowned without danger : would it not 
then, on human principles, be unreafori- 
able to think that the Chriftian .alpne 
fhpuld obtain a triumph without a warfare ? 
the higheft prize with the lowed exertions ? 
,an eternal crown without a prefent crofs ? 
and that heaven is the only reward which 
the idle may reckon upon ? No : though 
falvation '^ be the gift o£ God/' yet it mufl 
be " worked out.** Convince your young 
friends, however, that in this cafe the diffi- 
culty of the battle bears no proportion to 
the prize of the viflory. In on^ refpeft, 
indeed, the point of refemblance fails, and 
that moft advaiitageoufly for the Chrifliian ; 
for while, even by the moft probable 
means, which are the union of talents with 
diligence, no human profperity can be in- 
fured to the worldly candidate ; while the 
moft fuccefsfdl adventurer may fail by the 
fault of another ; while the beft concertefl 
projeft of the ftatefman may be cruflied.j 
the braveft , hero lofe tlje ^atUe ; the 
T 3 brighteft 



trlghfeft ^niiis {^(ifgkihtg \)?ea3 '; ana 

wT^ile, Itlbl-eovfer, i^e'pleafiiris arffiiig tirth 

irdttk ^ticcefs & thiefe tim^r Wi nb ftjtihd 

tafted than it is ^qlrcmfea by a taotc ^i^ 

irpefous rival ; ftfe^fjet^^ ChViftiah fe 

"•fafe and CeYt^n '6f e^rahniig M tfQ^^i 

no iiiisfoYfuftes cati defeat i6/j %tdpb ; %b 

cdttifetittbh call etiSsftiger his Ttio^dfe ; ^ 

though another g«in, lit \^rift ndt Idfe ; 

nay, tiie fuccefs of ariotheY, to far ^Iti di- 

nunifliing his g^in,'is'an adShfoh to It ; Ae 

more he'diffufes, 'the richfer 'he 'grows 'j Im 

bleffirigs are enlarged by cdiiimumeatioto y 

'and that ihoftal ho'iir 'which ctrts bff fdr 

'ever the hopes of wciflflly Incin, croons 

'and cbriftimtnates Iris. 

beware at the Tame tiftie of fettShg^ up 
'any aa 6f felf-deni2tl or mortifitation as 
the '^hmririg catifc ' of falvaticm. 'T*his 
'W>uld be a prefuraptoons frojeftto ^hr^ 
-chafe' ^"At etetnal life which is ttedartd to 
'be the ^ free -^j// of Cod?* Thfe'wtAHd 
^be to fehd76ur^t:hiidfeni not to the'Odrpel 
-IQ leain <hdlr CSfetlftififtfty, littt cto the 

Monks 



ifcf niir^ Md *? jaoly f#er3 ofj:)ie Delfirj^ 

and not to Peter the Apoftle aj%4 k^ 

^iijuie IVl3fl;gr. M/f^^^^(m k i^pt the 

4ujcej$ *t 13 witbijng gig^r^ than thp ^. 

:a{ilkxe of a foul 0/ yfikjigh Hn is t}^e difeai^, 

. 4h^ dkt prefcribed t>y the gfmi ghyf\ci?i^. 

iSfitbout tibis guard th^ young ^evoi)t 

^ChvifUan would be 1^4 ito fancy that 

adxitiiifince, (pUgnin^ag^ ^d papanoe jcnigbt 

Jbe adopted afi li}i$ cbe^ fvibQ^tutis for the 

iiohdued delSre, (hi? r^ftgd tetn{^t|o!^» 

iihe conquered coiTiiption, §nd the obe- 

..dient iidU ; mi WOV^ ^ ^^nrio.Q; in ^s 

lamch 4ii|iger9 0.9 ^ o^ l^afid, of ielf^ 

^igbt^ou^e^s arifiqg fr:9niaufteni[ies and 

.morti^atiQny as (he would be, on (be 

- sflther, fironi felfrgratigcation in <he iikJh^ 

igences £if the w^rid* jALn4 while ypM 

.carefully imprtfs qq hsr the ;^ceffity of 

iliving.a>life.ofilfi^i]^e4ieR<;e if fhe WiQi^d 

;.pbaie £rody do M>^ i99g|od to £emin4 bi^r 

-^fp 4b8t a xompleji? ,i[en^]^{a$|pn dl ^r 

-:,. ... T 4 own 
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own performances as a ground of metki 
furcbafing the favour of God by their own 
mtrinfic worth; is included in that obe* 
dience. 

It is of the IsUt importance, in (lamping 
Ofi young tniiids si true impreffion of the 
genius of Chriftianity, to poflef&..them 
with a convidlion tbit- it is the purity of 
the motive which rtoc only gives worth: and 
beauty, but which, in a Chriftiaaicnfe, 
gives life' and foul to the beft adion: 
nay, that while a right intention wiU.be 
acknowledged and ac-^epted at the final 
judgment, even t^ijhmit the aft, the aft 
itfelf win be difoWiled which wanted the 
bafis of a pure defiga. ^^ Thou ^didft 
^* well that it was \ix x\ij heart to build 
^^ nie a temple,^' -faid the Almighty, to 
that Monarch whom yet he permitted not 
to build it. How many fpfcndid afidpiis 
will be rejefted in the gr^at day of retri- 
bution, to which ftatues and monuments 
have been raifed on earth, while their.aUnpft 
Reified authors -iball be as much . con- 
founded 



f6midei"2Lt thai* t>wn tiwxfieaed 'reji*t>* 
bation, as at tlie divine sfc^e^tancebftboSi 
" tvhofe life the-wb#ld coutitedmadttefe-.** 
It is worthy of remark, that " Depart ftbnk 
** me, I never knew you,** is not the mat- 
tediaicSn denounced on the fceptic or th^ 
fcofFer,' on the profiigatfe, and the libertintSt 
but on the high profeffor, on the un- 
-fi-uitfttl worker of "miracles,** on the 
lihfehftified utterer of " prophecies;** for 
6ven afts of piety wanting the purifying 
^principle, fiowfevtr they may dazzle men, 
'offend God, Gain facrificed, Balaam: pro- 
j[)hefied, RoiiffeSu wrote the moft fublimc 
"jyanegyric on the Sm of Mary ^ Voltaire 
^BuiLT A cHURCp ! iiay, fo fuperior ws^s 
~hh aflfeftation of fandity, that he pften- 
^tatloiifly declared, that while others were 
raifing c?hurche8 to Saints, there was' otie 
^ttan at h^ who 'would erefk his churiph 
'>fd GoJ*:- that God whofe altars he w^ 

... . ^ . , * 

('£ :♦ Dm. enrit yohdre, k tlic infcriptlon affixed l^j 
•'i|i|[ifdf 6fi^hi«ti}bttrchat Ferney* - 

v-<:= ' over- 



itsd the wfj "msw <^ vhi^ ^on h/^ kad 
folflMily pkig^ W*fttf to blpt £?Qfn.thc 
ftcc 0f the e«rth ! - 

' Tlioufgii it be impoffibic :b«r^ ii> W*- 

meratc sdl tboie -Ghdlfliw yiftiMSS i{#^ 
Aould b€ iinprcflbd in ihp progr^ c^ji 
-Chriftian pdncittiw, yet in this coxp/^^l^ 
i csinnot ibrbear ii)^<ioAi«|g one iWJ|piA#i 
ytiorc iiQiBeciiately grows 3CHit of the iuh- 
.jeftj and to rem^k ^Iw* *^e jp^)xu4{]^ 
<fiHhjoh iibpid4!be*rl^)inv9^i3^1e.^pn9qifu^t 
jrf all infti^uflkw, jaod^fp^OlJiy 4>f »^liffPHs 
inftruaion, i$.bumi%j. jM-^ly? 'tewp^r 
^'jncutoafed (in every pug^t^ 4}iQ Q«^>«it; 
-BB it $6 d^u^ible from timfj preoopt 
^ftd <«very a^on of Qhrift^ that is sa 
?nrfficient intim^ion that it (hau^ he ixu^e 
vto^row out of evfiiy fti»dy« «b»t i^.Qig^ 
%e grafted on usvery acquifitiop. ftfelfee 
turning point, the leading principle in. 
dicafive of the >ery gemus, ^ ^the Tery 
^being of Chriftianity. IMs ^4)aftifiiig 
* quaGtjT 
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.ifa«&ty HkdnAd tka-efore be icp&ft»(}y 

<biitxteraaten ^ tfcai " teoirtc4ge vhk^ 

^ puSeA lapr Youth fcotad l)fi J»i«^t 

chat 28 faufittttty is the difctimnMlmg -Cthsi- 

. tft€teraftic ofroor iteligio9o*t^er?efere » piro«id 

^Chnflim, ia ds^ght^ ^(c^ of ;a triK:^^ 

-Maften, fiamiflKS pcsiiaps a ^btoog/er iQpp#- 

>fitiaa in terns tkan Ac vbdie icbmpa& *•£ 

hogiage 'csin exhibit. Thej fitQuid ibe 

taogltt that fcumlity ii^Ing the t^^propmle 

grace of Chriftiaiiltsy, is predfely die (^ig 

:«h&>fa makA -Gkij&hn: tuad .<Pag|a9L fno'tues 

sifffinfially -iiSff^^i, The VUTHie^. of -ibe 

i^cmiftaSt for isftaoce, ^K^ere vobviGufly 

r. founded iapriici. as a. -proof '^(bi^ iibd^ 

o^ad aot e^at a *w<mj4 t^-^heir^fxipioais Iw- 

.£^ge to express. inMaeiS^, -^ut vhat w%s 

liied-ui abadlenfe^aadtccmv^cdtfaei^fa 

^f fOisSBaeft or irUeQ^£s» of ibfti(^e& aod 

^erwiUty. CbdfUam^ t& fia&d^'oa its ^lifa 

'iu^jgrQundy vi$ ,£> £iir -friHBi.raf&^ldtqig 

Titielf to the %ii9i^ ef ^Omrmii^^f^ ithat, 

.unUke tiie iKonsndElnainsi^ >»ho tfaatigh 

^::.:: he 
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he would not become a Chriftian, yet on 
dered that the image of Chrift fhould be 
fet up in the Pantheon with thofe of the 
heathen gods, and be worfhipped in com- 
mon with them; Chriftianity not only rc- 
- je£ls all fuch partnerfliips with other reli- 
gions, but it pulls down. their images, de- 
faces their temples, tramples on their ho- 
nours, founds: its own exigence on the 
•-ruins of fpurious religions and fpurious 
-virtues, and will be every thing when it 
9$ admitted to be any thing. 

Will it be going too much out of the 
way to obferve, that Chriftian Britain 
retaliates upofi Pagan Rome ? For if the 
vibrmer ufed humility in-a bad fenfe, has 
not the latter learnt to ufe pride in a good 
one ? May we without impertinence, ven- 
ture to remark, that, in the deliberations 
^ of as honourable and upright political a& 
•fcmblies as ever adorned, or, under Pro- 
'videnccj upheld^ a Country; in orations 
: which leave us nothing to envy in Atric or 
:. Roman eloquence in their beft days : it 
:. : were 



OF CHRISTIANITY* 285 

were to bie. wiOied that we did not borrow 
from Rome an epithet which fuited the 
genius of • her' religion, - -as much as it 
militates algainft that of ours ? The pane- 
gyrift of the battle of Marathon, of Platea,: 
orof Zama, might with propriety fpeak of 
a " proud day/^ or a " proud event," or. 
a " proud fuccefs." But furely the 
Chriftian encomiafts of the battle of the 
Nile might, from their abundance, feleft' 
an epithet better appropriated to fuch a: 
vidory— a viftory which, by preferving 
Europe, has perhaps preferved that religion 
which fets its foot on the very neck of 
pride, and in which the conqueror himfelf; 
even in the firft ardors of triumph, forgot 
not to afcribe the victory to Almighty 
God. Let us leave to the^nemy both the 
term and the thing ; arrogant words being 
the only weapons in which we mufl: ever 
vail to thdr decided fupetiority. As we 
muft defpftir of the vidory, let us difdain 
the conteft* . '• - 

Above 
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AboTQ all tbingt then you AfovU. l^ewarcr 
tUat :yQur pufnb do not tal^ nji intk 

but took to it that their Chiiftiamty he 
r^eaUy the religkm ei CbHit« lafteadVof 
Ihimng oyer the do£trine& of the Gro^s, a^ 
difrepat2d)le appendages to our reli^on^ 
which are to be difguifed or got over a» 
well ^ we can^ but v/hkh are never to be 
dw^ upon, take care to make thefe yoiu: 
grand fuadamental articles. Do not di« 
hite, or exfpiain away thefe dofbrine^, and 
by fomt ei^aiu periphrafis pint at ft Sa«- 
vtour, inftead of making him the founda-^ 
tioa ilone of your iyAem. Do not coiu 
Tey primary, and plain, and a:w£ul, and kim 
di%en&ble truths elliptkally, I mean aa 
fometbing that Is to be yiuleiiloQd*witboitt 
being exprdied; nor ihidy faihionabie 
dcrcunilocuttons to avoid nacn^ aai4 things 
en wUch buj ialvation hangi, in os^r to 
pnsticaat your difcourfe from bei^g oflTm- 
live. Perfons who are thus, anftw^bad 

in 
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fh'V<a5gicAk ti«h^tttfre goo^btferifing* than 
ferioufnefs and fimplicity, imbibe a diftafW 
fdi'- j^AiA fcripttrtri fenguage; and the- 
Siriptiirti therftfeh^ ire fo little ki vtk 
with a certain Aftionable tlafs of riaderi, 
tfiit^Tifeh the dottrihes and language of' 
the Biblfe octafionally occur in bther aui. 
Abfs, or in tonverfation, they prefeftt a 
fbi-t of riofvehy and peculiarity which bf-^ 
^d) and tuch readers as difufe the Bible 
are apt, from a ftippofed delicacy of tafte,- 
to call that precife and puritanical which 
is in FaA found and tcrlptural. Nay, it has 
feveral times "happened to thd author to 
hear perfdfts of fehte and learning ridictile 
ifiRiIated ' fentiments and expreffions that 
have fallen in their way, which they would 
have treated with decent tefpeft had Aey 
known therti to be, as they really \frere, 
texts of Scripture. This obfervation is' 
hazarded with a view to enforce the im- 
portance of early communicatuig religlou$ 
knowledge, and bfinfufing an early tafte 

for 
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^C v; .r ■:- " 

for the venerable phraleology o£ Sq^ 
turc/':. . ''•"'■. , "' ,/■'■ , 

/"'ipie perfons la (jueftion thus paO^qg, 
s^'kuid of I^agan .Chriftiaaityi are ^ to^, 
acquire a fort ^of P^^an exprdliQn alio^ 
iR^hich juft enabFes th^ to fpeak \vith com^, 
^lacency of the « Ddty/' of a '«' firft 
••^caufe," and of " confcience.^' Nay, 
fefne may even' go fo far. as to talk. of! 
••the Fouiider of our religion," of the 
^ 'Author of Chriftianity/* in the fame, 
general terms, as ' they would talk of tlie 
prophet of Arabia, or the lawgiver of 
CHhiay of* Athens, or of the Jews. But 
their "refined ears revolt not a little at 
the unadorned name of Chrift ; and cfpe- 
cially the naked and unqualified term 
of our Saviour, or Redeemer, carries 
with it a queerifh, inelegantj not to fay 
a fufpicious found. They . will exprefs 
a ferious difapprobation of what is wrong, 
under the moral term of vice^ or the foren- 
fic term of crim ; but they are apt to 

think 
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tlunk that the Scripture term of ^» has 
fomething fanatical in it ; and, while they 
difcover a great refped for morality, they 
do not much relifli hpK^e&y which is in« 
deed the fpedfic and only morality of a 
Chriftijan. They wilt fpeak readily of a 
man's reforming, or leaving off a vicious 
habit, or growing more corred in fome 
individu&l pra&ice; but the idea conveyed 
updefiu^ypf the^Si^ripture phrafes figni^ 
fyiflg a :Jpt^ ^haQge of jieaijt, thj$y would 
(tigmajize a^ the very ihibbolet^^Qf % £3^ 
ith^ugh it is the l»igtf«gepf j^Lttiiiigy.thfcy 
a&d to admir^ gui Pf.a :Q9fffsIr wbj^ 
diey j)rofefs ^o r^eive. ., ^ ; : . . : , 
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f MintfJuggeJMsfari'Jurntfhiiig young petfcm 
*\ : : - ■ Wf A afcbeme /of prayer^ .- , * . . 

i^r^«©8^^(y'»dWvaf45^bf rhe 'iniiftiiriitile 
tuibr^playet<1h&rtfelves, ViH'tiatimdly 
^l)ie anxious. ^ot bhty^that thts'dut^'iboiild 
.'be ferAeftly indtilc^ed dn their ddldren, 
tililtv^tet-' fliey ihould- be^ taught "it in 

little perfuafion or liouftfel bn thtf)ftiibjto. 
Yet children of decent and orderly (I will 
not fay of ftri£tly reKgious) families arc 
often fo fuperficially inftrufted in this 
important bufinefs, that it is hot unufual, 
when they are afked what prayers they 
ufe, to anfwer, *' the Lord's Prayer and 
*' the Creed** And even fome who are 
better taught, are not always made to 
'i^derftand witb-"fufficient clc&rxicfir the 

ipec^ 
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fpecific ^iftin^ion between. the two; that 
^the one is the confeffion oi xhdr fait^^ 
,^nd the other vt^e inodel for their fuf-- 
.^plications. By ,tl^ ,confufed^and indiftiaft 
beginning, tlipy, fet out with a, perplexity 
in their ideas, which is ,ixot always 
completely dffentanglqd in more s^dvanced 

jlife. :. 

An intelligent mother will feize the firft 
. occ^fion which: the child's opening under- 

Jftanding;:fhall ftllow,;for malqng^ a little 
. cpurfe of le^ures .^n the Lord's. Prayer, 
•.taking every divifion or ihort fentence 
/Separately ; for each furniflie* valuable pia^ 
j-terials. for . a j diftinQ: jeflture. The child 
«.^uld be Jed^^grad^ally through, every part 
,pf. tjjyis ,cJivine ^ c9fiipo|ijti9n ; Ihe .flb9ukl 
.^^.taug^it to. break it^iiito all the regular 

4iyifions, ^to which indeed it fo,natprally 
^y;^folyes itfelf. ^She. fliould^be made to 

comprehend one,.by^9ne each of its fhort 

but weighty , f^ntepces ; . to , amplify and 

'^J^^^ ^em,Qut,§3r thq purpqfe of better 

_pfl^e^fl^(^^ Aot ,in .their, mod 

b-i- ^ \ ^ ^ exten- 



fexteDr&ve aild i^iitical fenfe^ but m thtlr 
moil fimple and obvious' meaning; For 
in-thofe conden&d and fubflandal expref- 
fions every A^ord is an ingot, and will bear 
beating out ; fo that the teacher's dif^culty 
will not fo mnch be what fhe ffiaK fay as 
"what fhe fhaii fupprefs; fo abundant is 
the expofitory matter which this fucdnd 
)>attetn fuggcfts. 

When the child has a pretty good con- 
ception of th^ meaning of each diy^on, 
fhe ihould then be made to obfenre the 
connedtion, relation, and dependance of 
the fcveral parts of this prayer one upon 
/another; for there is great method and 
connexion in it. Wc pray that the 
♦* kingdom of God may come/' as the beH 
? netos to " hallow his name j" and that by 
as-, the obedient fubje&s of his kingdom, 
^-ihis will may be done/' A judicious in- 
-tetpreter will obferve how bgicatly and 
cdnftf^uently one claufe growg outof an-^ 
other, though' fhe will ufe nEdtherthewieyrd 
Idgical ner coiifeq m ence; for allcji^ltttia* 
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dons ihould be made in the moil plain and 
familial: fteiyois^ it being /woids, and not ^ 
things^ which commonly perplex chiMren, 
14 as it fometimes bappenS) the teacbei") 
though^ not wanting fenfe, want perfpicuity 
and fimplicity. ■ 

The young perfon^ from being made 
a complete miftrefs of this fhort compo- 
fition, (which as it is to be her guide. and 
model through life, too much pains cannot 
be beftowed on it,) will have a clearer 
conception, not only of its individual con- 
tents, but of prayer in general, than many 
ever attain, though their memory has been 
.perhaps loaded with long and une^cplained 
forms, which they have been accu/lomed to 
fwallpw in the lump without fcrutiny, and 
without difcrimination. Prayer ihould not 
be fO'fwallowed. It is a regular prefgrip? 
tion, which fhould (land analyii$ and exa- 
.uun^tipn : it is not a charm, the fuccef^ul 
operation of which depends on. your blindly, 
itiiWng.-it^ witJiout, knowing what is in: k, 
Wdibl'^J'^by^hj^fJg?^^ youjeceive is prq- 
jBROted by your ignorance of its contents, 
u 3 I would 
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I would have it underftbod that by thefe^. 
little comments, I do not mean that the 
child Ihould be put to lekrn dry, and to her 
unintelligible expofitions ; but that the 
expofition is t6 be colloquialf And' here 
I muft remark in general, that the teacher 
is fometimes unreafohably apt to relieve 
herfelf at the child's expence, by loaduig 
the memory of a little creature on ,occa- 
fions in which far tUktt faculties flibiild. 
be put in exercife. Tlie child hetfelf fhoufd 
be iriade fo furnifh a godd part of this ex- 
temporaneous commentary by her anf\^ers ; 
in which anfwefs fhe will be much affifie(J 
by the judgnieht the teacher ufe§ in her 
manner of queftioriing. And the youth-, 
ial underftanding, when its' poWeYs ai'e 
properly iet at' work, will footl ftrengthen' 
by exetcife, fo as to fiirnMh reafonible if 
not very correal aflfwers. 

Written forms of prayer are not only' 
ufeful and proper, but indifpenfably ne-* 
ceffatry to begin ^\i\i. tiut, I tvill hazard' 
the tehiafk, that if phtldren ard thrown 
eycfujively on the tW ' forth^, if they are 

jnade 
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mad^, to commit them, to memory like a 
copy of^verfes, and to repeat them in a dry, 
cuftomary way, they will produce little efFeft" 
on their minds. TTiey'wiirhot uiiderijanti 
what they repeat, if we do not early open to 
them the important j^J^^tz^ of prayer. With- 
out fuch an elementary introdudfion to this ' 
duty, they will afterwards be either igno- 
rant or enthufiafts^ or both. We (hould 
give them knowledge before we can expe£t ' 
them to make much progrefs m piety ^ and 
a$ a due preparative to it : Chriftian in- 
(iruftion in this refembling; the fiih, who, 
in the courfe of bis communications, rives 
li^ht before he gives heat, " A^4 ^^ labour 
to excite a fpirit of devotion without firft 
infufing that knowledge! out of which it is 
to grow, i$ prafticaliy reviving tlie pbpifti 
maxim, that Ignorance is^the" mother of* 
l!)iqvotion, tod virtually adopting tjie po^ifh 
rule, of praying in an unknowri tongue. 

Children, let me again obferve, will not 

attend to their prayers if they do not 

underftand thein; and they will :not un« 

u 4 derftand 
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deifland them, if they are not taught to 
analyfe, to difleft them, to know their com- 
ponept parts, and to mechodife them. 

It 18 not enough to teach them to con- 
fider prayer under the general idea that it 
b. an application to God for what they 
want^ and an afJuiowledgmenc to Him for 
what they have. This, though true in the 
grpfs, is not fufficiently precife and corred. 
They Ihould learn to define and to arrange 
all the diiBFerent parts of prayer. And as 
a preparattve to prayer itfelf, th^j Ihould 
be imprefled with as clear an idea as their 
capacity and the nature of the fubjed ad- 
mit,, of /* Him with whom they have to 
*• 4o.y His b^^imprefence is perhaps, of 
s^l his attributes, that of which we may. 
mdifi the firft practical ufe. Every head 
of prayer is founded on fome great. fcripr 
tural truths, which truths the little analyfi^ 
here fuggefted will materially ai&d to fix in 
their minds. 

6n the knowledge that " God is," 
that'hc'is an ihfinitefy holy Being, an4 

that 
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that "he 18 the rewardcfof aH them tTiSt* 
^'- diligently feek him/' will be- ground^fd 
the firft part of prayer, which rs adcratiortA 
The creature devoting iffetf to the Creiater, 
or felf'dedication^ next prefents itfelf. Afi'd* 
if they arefirft taught that important truth, ' 
that as 'needy creatures they want^ hdtpi,'' 
which may be done by fome e^fy analdgyi*' 
they will cafily be led id uhderftand how^ 
mAxxnWf petitim forms a mod confiderable 
branch, of prayer : and divine grace b^ing^ 
among the things forivhich they' a^ to' 
petition, this naturally fiiggefts to themfnd' 
the doArine of the influences of the H61 jf^ 
Spirit. And when to this is added the * 
conviaion, which will be readily worked 
into an ingenuous mind, that as odehdihg* 
creatures they want pardon, the rieceffity' 
of corifejjion will eafily be made intelligible 
to them. But they (h6uld be brougfit' 
to uncjerftand that it muft liot be fiich a', 
general and vague confefnpn as awakeqi^ ' 
no ienfe of perfonal humiHation, as cxdiQi 
no irefcplleftioii of their own* more peculiar 
' ^'' and 
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and individual faults. . But it mud be. 
a confeffion founded on felf-knowledge^ 
which is itfelf to arife out of the pra£Uce 
of felf-examination : for want of this fort 
of difcriminating habit, a well-meaning but 
ill-inflruded girl may catch herfelf con- 
fefiing the fins of fome other perfon, and 
omitting thofe which are more efpecially 
her own. On the gladnefs of heart natu- 
ral to youth, it will be lefs difficult to im- 
prefs the delightful duty of thank/giving^ ^ 
which forms fo confiderable a branch of. 
prayer. In this they fhould be habituated 
tp recapitulate not only their general, bat 
to enumerate their peculiar, daily, and in- 
cidental mercies, in the fame fpecific man- 
ner as they fliould have bcjen taught to 
detail their individual and perfonal wants in 
tjie petitionary, and thdr faults in the con- 
feffional part. The fame warmth of feeling 
which will rtiore readily difpofe them to ex- 
prefs their gratitude to God inthankfgivirig, ' 
will alfb lead them more gladly to exprefs 
their love to their parents and friends,. by. 
6 adopt- 
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adopting another mdifpehfable, and to zxx 
aflfeaionate "heart, pleafipg part of prayer, 
which is interoejion. 

When they have been made, by a plain 
and perfpicuous mod^ of inftnidicA, fully 
to iinderftand* the different nature of all 
thefe ; and wh^ix they clearly comprehend 
that adDratim, fdfdedication^ cQnfeJftoriy. 
petition^ ihankf^ing^ and interceffion^ are 
diitiiid heads, wMch muft not be involved, 
in each other, you. may exemplify the rules 
by pointing out< to them thefe fucceffive 
branches in any well written fonn. And' 
they win eafily difcerny that ■ afcripticMi of 
glory to that God' to whoiii we owe b 
much, and on whbni we io entirely de* 
pend, is the conclufion into ' which a- 
Chriftian's prayer will naturally refolve it*: 
Mf. It is hardly needful to remkid ,the 
teacher that our truly ScripturkF Littfrgy 
ihvarisJjIy futtii^es the ex:aniple of prefeitt- . 
jrig every reicjueft in the name of the great' 
JWediator. In the Liturgy too they Will' 

ttxectr 
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BWjet With the bed exempHficatkms of. 
prayersi exhibiting feparate fpanmens of 
each of the diftii;£t heads we have been 
ftjggefting. . . ' 

But in order that the miads of young 
pcrfon3 may, without labour or diffioiilty, 
be gradually brought into fiich a ftate oJF 
preparation ^as to be benefited by fuch ? 
Rttfe courfe of leftures as we have re- 
commended; they.fliould, from the, time 
%vhen they were firH able, to read,, hav^ 
teen employiflg. themfelves at their 
Icifiire hours, in laying in a^ftore.of 
provifioa for their, p;:efent demands^ JVna 
Itere the- Hi^mpr^y may be ^mplojjed to 
good purpofe ; for being the firft faculty 
^i^h is. ripened^ . and which is indexed 
fctfefted when .the. Q<liers are only begin- 
ning to^. unfold -themfelvesj this is an 
iatinftatipq of Providence that it fliould be 
ibe. firft fcized.on.fpr the bell ufe$./jft 
A(Mi^ therefore be deyoted tp lay m^a 
ftocjs: of the more cafy ^nd deyption^I paru 
#£uScripture. The JPlalms alone are an 

inex- 
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inexhauftiblc ftoreJioufeof rich materials *- 
Children, whofe .minds have been caiif 
well jTurmftted. from thefe, wHl be com- 
petent at nine or ten years old to fhrodacc 
from them,, and to. feleft with; no"<»n- 
tempdble Judgment fuitable examples of 
^11 the parts of prayer j and will be able 
to extrai^ and appropriate texts under ji^acli 
refpeftive head, foas to exhibit, wtthoiif 
help, complete Ipecimens of every J^art 
of prayer. By confining them entirely to 
ifhe fenfe, and nearly to- the words, of 
Scripture, they will be prcferved from 
fnthufiafm, from Irregularity^ and concdtii 
By being obliged continually to dpply for 
themfelves^ they will get a iiabit in all 

• This win te fo far from fpoUing the cfi^. 
tultxtty or impeding the pleaftires of childh9od» 
ihat the author knows a-h'ttle girl who, befoi^ 
Ib^'Oras fe^cn years old» had learnt the wlK>le Tf^Vtcr 
through, a fecqnd time; and that Withc^'^^ 
diminution of uncommon gaiety of fpirits, or zof 
interference with the elegant acquixtmenti f tiited fi» 
Iwfftation, ■ '*-.■■ 

■ lihm 
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their difficuhies«43f ." fearchoig ibe Scrip* 

** tures/' A^ich maybeJiereaft^.ulfifiilxo 

'them on other and more trying.occaiiofis. 

But I would at &t{L:€(ff^mAhtm:Xo Jtke 

Bible; for were they; allowed with equal 

freedom to ranfack other books with a view 

to get helps to embelliflx thdriittk com- 

pofitions, or rather cosnf>ilations, they 

might be tempted tapafs off for their own 

what they pick up' from others, .wWch 

might ' tend at once 'to .-make ^hem both 

vain and deceitful. This* is at temptation 

to which they are too much laid-open 

Vhen they get extravagantly oommcnddd 

for any pilfered paffage with wh^h they 

'dect)rate their 'little thetnes «nd> letters. 

But in the prefent inftance there is no 

Manger of iny fimilar deception, for there 

' is fuch a -facred Signature ftamped on 

-every Saipture phrafe, that tj;^e owner's 

: name can never be defaced, or- tpKP oS 

'■' from the goods, either by fraud or 

"^ Violence. 

: It 
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■ It wotiti* be'weil,'if m thbfe Pfalms 

* teiiich clnldfdi Wfere'^ifirfl diteaed to get 

• Uy ■ hiarty kh ■ eye were ' had to' this ' their 
^future appficafidh; -iiid ^hat they Were 
'Employed, bat '^iihoit iny intimation" of 
"your Tubfecitight defign, in letfrtiing fuch 
''as may bc^^beft turiidd'to tliis account. 
'In the hnridred and thirty-mnth, the firfl 
^grejif ttuth to be imprinted on the young 
•'heartr, -the" dfvine olnniprfefence, as was 
^ before obferved, is hnfoided with fuch a 

■ mixture of majeftic grandeur,- and fuch an 

* interefting variety of intiraate and local cir- 

• cumftances, as is Kkely to feize on the 
^ quick tod lively feelings of youth. The 
"^1^1 idea 'that that 'Being whom fhe 

'is taught to ifeverehfte, is hot only ht 

' general "" . sfcqiiainted with all her ways,'* 

^'but'that *^ ti6 is about her path, and about 

-' *^ her bed/^ beftows fuoh a '■ ferife of real 

"^ariJ prefent exiftence on bim of whom Ihe 

,1$ apt to conceive as having his diftant 

habttation only in Heaven, as will greatly 

help her to realize the fenfe of his adlual 

' prefence* 

The 
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The hundred and third Pfalm will epelt 
to the mind, rich and abundant fources of 
cxpredion for gratitude and thankfgjr- 
ingy and it includes the acknowledgment 
of fpiritual as well as temporal favours. 
It illuftrates the compaf&onate mercies dF 
God by familiar and domeftic images, of 
fuch peculiar tendernefs and exquifite en* 
dearment, as are calculated to ftrike upon 
every chord of filial fondnefs in the heart 
of an affedionate. child. The fifty-firft 
fupplies an infinite variety of matter in 
whatever relates to confeffion of fin^ or to 
fupplication for the aids of the Spirit. 
The twenty-third abounds with captivat- 
ing expreiHons of the protefking good* 
nefs and tender love of their heavenly 
Father, conveyed by paftoral ima^gery of 
uncommon beauty and fweetnefs : in^fliort^ 
the greater part of thefe chai^ming compo- 
fitions overflows with materials for every 
head of prayer. 

The child who, while fhe was engaged 
in learning thefe Scriptures, was no^ aware 
that there was any fpecific objeft in view, 

or 
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or any fenhcr end to be ahfwered by ir, 
Vftm afterwards fe^l an utiexpefled pleafure 
arifing from the appHcadon of her petty 
labours, when flie is called to draw out 
from her little treafury of knowledge th6 
ftores Ihe has been infenfibly coUefting ; 
and will be pleafed to find that without 
any freft application to ftudy,.for Ihe is 
now obliged to exercife a higher faculty 
than memory, fhe has lying ready in her 
mind the materials with which (he is at 
length called upon to work. Her judg- 
ment muft be fet about fele^ing one, 
or two, or more texts which (hall con- 
tain the fubftance of every fpecific head 
of prayer before noticed; and it will 
be a farther ejcercife to her linderftand- 
ing to concatenate the detached parts * 
into one regular whole, occafionally vary- 
ing the arrangement as fhe likes; that 3 
is^ changing the order, fometimes begin- 
ning with invocation, fometimes with con- 
feffion ; fometimes dwelling longer on 
one part, fometimes on another. As the 
YOL, li at hard- 
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fiardfliips of a religious Sunday are often 

fo pathetically pleaded, as making one 
of the heairy burdens of religion; arid 
as the friends of religion are fo often 
called upon to mitigate its intolerable ri- 
gours, by recommending pleafant employ- 
ment, might not filch an exercife as has 
been here fuggefted help, by varying itS" 
occupations, to lighten its load ? ' 

The habits of the ptipil being thus 
early formed, her memory, attention, and 
inttUeft being bent in a right di^eftion, 
and the exercife invariably maintained, 
may ' one not reafonably hope that her 
crffedions alfo, through divine grace, may 
become interefted in the work, till fhe 
will be enabled " to pray with the fpirit 
" and with the underf^anding alfo ?** 
She will now be qualified to ufe a well- 
compofed form, if neceffary, with feriouf- 
#efs and advantage ; for fhe will now ufe 
It not mechanically, but rationally. That 
which before appeared to her a mere mafs 
of good words, will now appear a fignifi- 

- tiant 



X! SCHEME OF PRAYER^ 307 

cdnt compofition, exhibiting, variety, and 
regularity, and beauty ; and while fhe will 
have the farther advantage of being en- 
abled by her improved judgment to diftin- 
guifh and feleft for her own purpofe fuch 
prayers as are more judicious and more 
fcriptural, it will alfo habituate her to look 
for plan, and defign, and lucid order, in 
other works. 



THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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